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Houses being built on the site of the old Cooksey pub 


A FORMER Sandwell Council grot spot 
which was once home to an historic pub is 
in the process of being redeveloped - much 
to the delight of residents and ward coun¬ 
cillors. 

The land at the junction of Halesowen 
Road, Highland Road and Mildred Road, 
Cradley Heath, was sold earlier this year 
for more than £300,000. 

It had been subject to fly-tipping, van¬ 
dalism and anti-social behaviour after the 
demolition of The Cooksey hotel and pub. 

Councillor Susan Eaves, who represents 
the Rowley ward, said: “It had been empty 
for quite a while and it had been some years 
since the pub went. Lots of residents com¬ 
plained about it being empty and attract¬ 


ing mess and fly-tipping,” she said. “But 
the great thing is the building work is now 
about halfway through, so we have got quite 
a bit going on there. 

“It’s great news for the area and we look 
forward to them being completed. 

“I welcomed the development of the site 
for housing because residents have had to 
live with this eyesore for far too long.” 

Seven three-bedroom town houses and 
two two-bedroom apartments are now near¬ 
ing completion on the site. 

The plot had been labelled as untidy 
land and a grot spot by Sandwell Council 
in recent years. Speaking about the site in 
a council document in 2014, it stated: “The 
land is untidy and there has been no change 


at this location for some time. Recent meet¬ 
ings have taken place with the owner and 
an interested party and a proposal for hous¬ 
ing is awaited.” 

Councillor Chris Tranter, who also rep¬ 
resents the Rowley ward, said: “It’s great 
that this grotspot will be no more when 
the new dwellings are completed soon. The 
campaign by residents and councillors has 
been successful.” 

A resident who wrote to the Chronicle’s 
sister paper, the Express & Star, said: “The 
site has been bedevilled by fly-tipping, van¬ 
dalism and anti-social behaviour causing 
nuisance to nearby residents. Now dwell¬ 
ings are being built on the land which will 
remove the problems.” 


Cameras now installed at hotspot to catch fly-tippers 


DUMPED RUBBISH 
COSTS MAN £ 1,500 


A MAN has been told to pay out more than £1,500 for ille¬ 
gally dumping rubbish in Smethwick. Akar Bahiden, aged 
26, pleaded guilty at Wolverhampton Magistrates Court 
on December 1. 

Bahiden was spotted by nearby workers dumping black bags, garden 
waste, a suitcase and shoes in Woodburn Road on March 14, before 
Sandwell Council tracked down his car. Wolverhampton Magistrates 
fined Bahiden £1,000 and also ordered him to pay £657.34 in court costs 


and £100 victim surcharge. 

All told, the total amount came to £1,757. 

Since the incident Sandwell Council, 
which prosecuted Bahiden, of Napier 
Street, Burton-on-Trent, has installed 
CCTV cameras in the Black Patch area to 
deter and catch fly-tippers. 

Black Patch Park is thought to be the 
home of silent movie legend Charlie Chap¬ 
lin. 

The authority will now be issuing £400 
fines for fly-tipping across Sandwell, as a 
quicker alternative to court action in suit¬ 
able cases. 

Awful 

Sandwell Council leader Councillor Steve 
Eling said: “Fly-tipping is a real concern 
for residents, businesses and the council. 

“We welcome this prosecution which 
comes in the same week that we’ve stepped 
up our enforcement action to tackle this 
scourge.” 

Councillor Preet Gill, Sandwell Council’s 
cabinet member for public health and pro¬ 
tection, said: “Fly-tipped rubbish not only 
looks awful but also poses a real public 
health concern and attracts vermin. 

“This case shows we will take firm ac¬ 
tion against fly-tippers wherever we have 


Report by Jamie Brassington 


evidence, and we thank local workers who 
gave information so we could bring this suc¬ 
cessful prosecution. 

“I would urge residents to contact the 
council to report fly-tipping. Together we 
can help keep Sandwell clean and safe.” 

Fly-tipping can be reported to Sandwell 
Council by visiting its website at www. 
sandwell.gov.uk/flytipping or calling 0121 
569 6625. 

Sandwell Council has issued a reminder 
to people that there a ‘proper’ ways to get 
rid of rubbish. 

The council’s household recycling centre 
at Shidas Lane is open from 8am to 4pm 
every day of the year except Christmas Day, 
Boxing Day and New Year’s Day. 

The tip is free for Sandwell residents to 
dispose of household rubbish and unwanted 
items from their own home. 

For advice on bulky waste, go to www. 
sandwell.gov.uk/bulkywaste 

Local organisations including Commu¬ 
nity Furniture will also collect unwanted 
furniture for re-use - details are available 
at www.communitytransport.org 



Rubbish dumped at Woodburn Road in Smethwick, which resulted in a prosecution 


INQUEST 

Lorry tragedy man 
had fatal injuries 

AN inquest has been opened on a man 
who was hit by a lorry in West Bromwich. 

Alan Maxfield, who was 70, died after he 
was hit by the vehicle in Jowetts Lane at 
about 8.40am on November 17. 

The former labourer lived on Heath Lane 
in West Bromwich. A post mortem found 
he suffered fatal injuries due to haemor¬ 
rhaging caused by the impact. 

Senior Black Country coroner Zafar Sid- 
dique adjourned the inquest for a criminal 
investigation to be completed. A pre-in¬ 
quest hearing has been scheduled to take 
place at the Black Country Coroner’s Court 
in Oldbury on January 19, 2017. A police 
spokesman said the investigation into Mr 
Maxfield’s death was still ongoing. 

TRAFFIC 

Roadworks delays 
on way for drivers 

MOTORISTS and residents can ex¬ 
pect to face weeks of delays when two 
roads will be closed due to gas works. 

Ford Street and Sabell Road in 
Smethwick will be permanently closed 
for six weeks. The roadworks will be 
carried out by Balfour Beatty and Na¬ 
tional Grid Gas. The roads will close on 
January 3 when work beings which will 
last up until February 17. 

Both streets are near the busy A457 
Toll House Way dual carriage way and 
Smethwick Rolfe Street train station. 

PLANNING 

Housing scheme 
for old pub land 

NINE houses could be built on the site of a 
former pub in Tipton. 

Five two bedroom two storey terraced 
houses, two three bedroom three storey 
houses and two three storey semi-de¬ 
tached houses will be built on the old 
Blackcountry Man pub site. 

The new builds will be situated on the 
corner of lower Church Lane and Church¬ 
yard Road in the Horseley Heath. 

A total of 12 car parking spaces are 
proposed including two private driveways 
serving the two semi-detached dwelling 
houses fronting Churchyard Road. A de¬ 
cision will be made in the coming weeks. 
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Amar Atwal 


driver jailed over schoolboy's death 


A TAXI driver has been jailed for six years 
for causing the death of a 12-year-old boy in 
a horror smash. Amar Atwal suffered ‘dev¬ 
astating’ brain injuries after being thrown 
from a car, in which he was a back-seat pas¬ 
senger, by the force of the impact. 

Nadeem Hussain caused the crash after 
he failed to stop at a junction in Stone Cross, 
West Bromwich. CCTV footage played to the 
jury at Birmingham Crown Court showed 
Hussain’s Vauxhall Astra coming straight 
across Hollyhedge Road from Thursfield 
Road and wiping out the oncoming Mitsub¬ 
ishi Outlander, which ended up on its roof. 

Paramedics battled to save young foot¬ 


baller Amar, who had not been wearing a 
seat belt, but he died two days later from 
his injuries at Birmingham Children’s Hos¬ 
pital. The schoolboy’s cousin, also 12, was 
seriously injured. 

Investigators calculated Hussain, 35, 
of Lloyd Street, Dudley, was travelling at 
around 36mph in a 30mph zone. The Mit¬ 
subishi, being driven by Amar’s relative 
Gurvinder Kaur, was judged to have been 
going at about 50mph. But prosecutors said 
it was Hussain who caused the crash, in May 
2015, as there were ‘clear’ give way mark¬ 
ings on the road. 

Hussain drove for ABC Taxis in Dud¬ 


ley but was off-duty at the time. The jury 
took an hour to find him guilty of causing 
death by dangerous driving and two counts 
of causing serious injury by dangerous driv- 
ing.Hussain was on the way to visit his sister 
and told the jury during the trial that he had 
brakes on the approach to the junction but 
carried on across as he could see no vehicles 
coming from either direction. He claimed 
the blame lay with the driver of the Mitsub¬ 
ishi. But Adam Western, prosecuting, said 
his account was ‘rubbish’. 

Amar, from Great Barr, played for Wil- 
lenhall-based Sporting Khalsa and attended 
Queen Mary’s Grammar School in Walsall. 


Call for end-of-life 
hospice with closure 

SANDWELL is in desperate need 
of an end-of-life 24/7 hospice, 
council bosses have said. 

The call for this provision has be¬ 
come even more urgent with the bor¬ 
ough’s only day hospice, Bradbury 
House in Oldbury, due to close in 
March. 

Terminally-ill people and their families 
who require inpatient hospice care have 
to travel to Stourbridge or Birmingham to 
find their closest facility. 

Now a petition has been set up by a West 
Bromwich councillor calling for an inpa¬ 
tient hospice to be built in Sandwell, which 
has been handed to health chiefs. 

Councillor Bawa Dhalla was thrilled to be 
able to gather more than 4,000 signatures 
in support of his campaign before handing 
it in to Sandwell and West Birmingham 
Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG), who 
are now considering the proposal. 

Councillor Dhalla said: “I am leading 
the campaign. There are a lot of people 
from Sandwell who aren’t able to die in 
Sandwell, and instead are having to go to 
Walsall, Wolverhampton, Dudley or Bir¬ 
mingham. 

Services 

“In Sandwell the CCG are talking about 
improving the day care services, but we 
want them to look at providing hospice ser¬ 
vices 24/7, for 365 days a year.” 

“They say people are instead dying at 
home, but that’s because they don’t have 
a choice. There are over 300,000 people in 
Sandwell but there aren’t these services 
which there are in other boroughs.” 

Councillor Dhalla added that he has had 
the support of other councillors and poli¬ 
ticians in his drive to secure an in-patient 
hospice for Sandwell. On the closure of 
Bradbury House he added: “I understand 
that the CCG decided to close it because it 
was not fit for purpose.” 

Although Councillor Dhalla is open- 
minded about where this hospice could be 
located, suggestions he has put forward in¬ 
clude adding the service to the Independent 
Living Centre on Oldbury Road in Smeth¬ 
wick, where he says there is space. 

He added: “We also have very low levels 
of car ownership in Sandwell, so people are 
having to rely on public transport to visit 
their dying relatives in other boroughs.” 


Roundhouse to become activity hub 



The Roundhouse in Birmingham, which was originally used as stables and stores 


AN HISTORIC building in Bir¬ 
mingham is to be transformed into 
an activity and enterprise hub af¬ 
ter Birmingham City Council ap¬ 
proved the plans. 

The Roundhouse, based on St 
Vincent Street in Birmingham is 
a Grade II listed building, built in 
1874. Designed by architect W H 
Ward, the horseshoe-shaped build¬ 
ing is a well-known Birmingham 
landmark, originally used as sta¬ 
bles and stores. 

Now, the building will undergo a 
series of changes to make it a base 


from which to explore the canal 
network. It will also include a cycle 
hire and repair workshop as well as 
a shared working space for conser¬ 
vation organisations. 

The plans, submitted by The 
Canal & River Trust and National 
Trust, and work on the project is 
due to start next year. It is hoped 
the project, which was unani¬ 
mously supported by the planning 
committee, will create a gateway 
for people to explore Birmingham’s 
natural and built heritage by foot, 
bike and boat. 


In 2015, the development se¬ 
cured a £2.2million grant from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund to carry out 
the work. 

A £225,000 development grant 
will now be used to work up these 
approved plans into a larger £2.9m 
scheme that will see the full resto¬ 
ration of this building. 

Stuart Mills, from the Canal & 
River Trust, said: “The Round¬ 
house is a fantastic building right 
in the heart of Birmingham and we 
are delighted to have this opportu¬ 
nity to bring it back to life.” 


Childcare 
workers are 
celebrated 
during event 

SANDWELL’S best childcare profes¬ 
sionals were celebrated at a special pres¬ 
entation to celebrate their hard work 
and high standards of care. 

The event was at WS10 Conference 
Centre in Wednesbury where 11 awards 
were presented. The event was organ¬ 
ised by the Sandwell Family Informa¬ 
tion Service and Sandwell Quality Early 
Years and Childcare Team. 

The winners of each category were 
as follows: Childcare Practitioner 2016 
- Lisa Hickman from Lola Belles Day 
Nursery; Childcare Business Man¬ 
agement 2016 - Dawn Mehigan from 
St Hubert’s Pre School; Day Nursery 
2016 - GNG Day Nursery; Childcare 
Volunteer 2016 - Carrie Pearson from 
Little Fish, Bumps and Babies Par¬ 
ent and Toddler Group; Out of School 
Club 2016 - YMCA Carters Green Out 
of School Club; Pre School / Playgroup 
2016 - West Smethwick Enterprise Pre 
Schools. 

Also, Childminder 2016 - Lisa 
Brookes; Parents as Partners in Early 
Learning 2016 - Tipton Cluster of Chil¬ 
dren’s Centres; The Dawn Richards 
Quality Award 2016 - Little Acres Day 
Nursery; and Effort and Dedication 
2016 - Silvia Sermon from Cornerstones 
Pre School. 

Awards for an outstanding inspection 
from OFSTED also went to Childmind¬ 
ers: Daniella Leech, Deborah Raheem, 
Elaine Slater, Lisa Brookes, Margaret 
Hitchins and Sundeepinder Kaur, Step¬ 
ping Stones Pre School and 5 Star Day 
Nursery in Oldbury. 

Chock-a-block 
with festivities 

CADBURY will be getting festive with a 
string of events taking place throughout 
December as part of its annual Cadvent 
campaign. 

The Birmingham chocolate compa¬ 
ny’s real-life advent calendar has begun 
to countdown the 24 days to Christmas 
with the help of Cadbury purple trucks 
and community events. 

The 2016 Cadvent campaign will show 
a series of children’s wishes for their 
loved ones and communities being ful¬ 
filled. For further details on more Cad¬ 
vent events, head to www.cadvent.co.uk 
or tweet them at @CadburyUK using 
#cadvent. 

Roadside blaze as 
wood catches fire 

A BLAZE in Oldbury which sent piles of 
wood up in flames resulted in a warning 
being issued to motorists using a busy 
dual carriageway. 

A man was treated for breathing in 
smoke following the fire on Wolver¬ 
hampton Road, which saw a ton of 
wood ablaze. Crews from Oldbury and 
Smethwick arrived at around 12.40pm 
last Wednesday, with more than a dozen 
firefighters tackling the flames which 
had spread to a detached building. 
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* All phone screens and 
laptops repaired on site 

* Fast, efficient and 
reliable same day service 


• We sell new and 
used mobile phones 
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• Cases 


• Phone chargers 
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• Sim cards 

* Top ups 
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Six thefts in 
30 minutes 
as cars left 
to defrost 

SIX cars were stolen in just 30 min¬ 
utes as their owners sought warmth 
while leaving them to defrost. Tem¬ 
peratures plummeted below 0C (32F) 
during the early part of last week, 
leaving the majority of vehicles cov¬ 
ered in ice. 

While many motorists set about 
scraping the ice away before starting 
out, others left their cars unattended 
with the engine running. 

The spate of thefts was reported by 
the Central Motorway Police Group 
(CMPG) whose job is to make roads 
safer across the West Midlands, Staf¬ 
fordshire and West Mercia. 

An hour after issuing a warning for 
drivers not to leave their vehicles of¬ 
ficers posted on Twitter revealing the 
rush of thefts. 

The CMPG account, posted: “Se¬ 
riously!!! That’s 6 cars stolen in last 
30 mins just because people have left 
them unattended to defrost. 

“Come on people, don’t do it!!” 

The icy weather and recent heavy 
downfalls has had further conse¬ 
quences for residents in areas of Wol¬ 
verhampton after a water pipe burst 
in Deans Road, off Wednesfield Road, 
Heath Town. 

It caused low water pressure for 
those living in Pendeford, Coven, Low 
Hill, Bushbury, Heath Town, Ford- 
houses, Fallings Park, Featherstone 
and some of Wednesfield. 

work near end 
on pavements 

A £130,000 Sandwell Highways pro¬ 
gramme to improve uneven pave¬ 
ments in West Bromwich is nearing 
completion. Work has been carried 
out on footpaths from the junction of 
Sandwell Road to the junction with 
John Street in the north and from 
Sandwell Road to the pedestrian 
crossing at Kingston House on the 
southern footpath. 

Highways engineers anticipate 
work on 2,000 sq m of footpath in 
Carters Green will be completed by 
next Monday. Badly damaged and 
uneven slabs have been removed and 
replaced to make it safer for people 
using the pavements. The works have 
been funded by Section 106 monies 
for public realm enhancement and 
Sandwell Council Highways budget. 

Treading boards 
for the first time 

A YOUTH theatre group’s Christmas 
showcase will be its first ever live per¬ 
formance. Halesowen Youth Theatre 
will perform pieces chosen by them¬ 
selves on December 10. 

It takes place at Shenstone The¬ 
atre, at 7pm, tickets cost £10. The 
group is open to ages 11 to 18 cost¬ 
ing £4 a week. For details email hale- 
sowenyouththeatre@outlook.com or 
call 07713 822499. 


Online Arena to mark theatre's 40th 



John Pymm, Dean of Faculty of Arts 


LEADING lights past and present 
were part of the action in front of the 
camera as Wolverhampton’s Arena 
Theatre celebrated its 40th birthday 
in style. 

Former leaders, dancers, actors and 
playwrights were out in force to cele¬ 
brate all the venue had achieved over 
four decades of productions, while 
looking forward to what is yet to come 
in a celebration broadcast live via so¬ 
cial networking website Facebook. 

Led by Darlaston-born writer Dave 
Pitt, the audience was treated to a 
cross section of everything the Arena 


has to offer. It started with a per¬ 
formance by two members of Flexus 
Dance Collective, with whom the 
Arena has a partnership with which 
gives young local dancers a platform 
upon which to hone their craft. 

John Pymm, the dean of faculty 
of arts at Wolverhampton Univer¬ 
sity which runs the venue, then gave 
a potted tour through some of their 
biggest achievements. 

From early performances by Hol¬ 
lywood star Idris Elba to the work 
the venue does with both deaf actors 
and actors with disabilities, there was 


much to be proud of. And it was left 
to Mr Pitt - an example of an artist 
given his first shot at success by the 
Arena - to send out a rallying call to 
all local talent to try their luck via a 
comical and insightful speech on how 
his own career began. 

Fran Richards, education and out¬ 
reach officer for the theatre, said: 
“To celebrate the theatre’s birthday 
with many of our patrons, partners 
and staff past and present was a true 
pleasure.” For more information on 
the venue and what they offer, visit 
www.wlv.ac.uk/arena-theatre 


Jodie is on her marks 
for equipment contest 


A DOUBLE Commonwealth Games 
champion has teamed up with a car 
manufacturer to encourage schools 
and sports clubs in Sandwell to 
‘Rise Up, Stand Out and Make a Dif¬ 
ference’ for charity. 

Professional triathlete, Jodie Stimpson, 
who won two gold medals at the 2014 
Commonwealth Games in Glasgow, is 
challenging schools and sports clubs in 
her home town of Oldbury to come up 
with and execute an innovative, sport-re¬ 
lated fundraising activity for a chance to 
win £1,000 worth of sporting equipment 
for their school or sports club. 

The campaign pledges to support local ath¬ 
letes like Jodie to reach the top of their game. 

The competition has been launched to en¬ 
courage even more young children in Sandwell 
to participate in sport, while raising money for 
Children in Need, or a charity of the entrant’s 
choice. Peugeot’s Rising Star, Jodie, said: “It’s 
an honour to have been selected by Peugeot as 
one of its Rising Stars and a privilege to be able 
to encourage more young people in Sandwell 
to get active. 

Evidence 

“I’m looking forward to seeing the children 
take part in their chosen sports and activities, 
while raising money for charity.” 

To enter, schools and sports clubs simply 
need to show Peugeot, Jodie and the other Ris¬ 
ing Stars what they have done to raise money 
for charity by sharing details of their efforts via 
email, alongside photographs or video evidence. 

The winning entries will be judged by the 
Rising Stars and an expert panel from Peugeot, 
who will be looking for the most creative ideas, 
which stand out from all the rest. 

Andrew Didlick, communications, events 
and brand partnerships director at Peugeot 
said: “Through the Rising Stars programme 
we’re able to support young local sporting tal¬ 
ent across the Oldbury and Sandwell area. 

“We’re providing young sports stars with the 
chance to win brand new sports kit and equip¬ 
ment for their sports club or school, helping 
them to follow in the footsteps of one of our 
Rising Stars, Jodie Stimpson.” 

To enter the competition or find out more 
about the campaign email risingstarscomp@ 
tangerinecomms.com. Entries will close on 
Friday, December 9 at 5pm. 



Emma 
cuts it 
as hair 
apparent 

A SANDWELL College stu¬ 
dent has been crowned as 
one of the UK’s top hair¬ 
dressing students. 

Emma Venables won this 
year’s Britain’s Best com¬ 
petition, run by National 
Hairdressers’ Federation, 
attracting talent from across 
the country. 

Emma, aged 34, from 
Oldbury, beat off tough 
competition to win in the 
‘Glamorous Night on the 
Town’ category. 

The level three diploma 
student was praised by NHF 
president Agnes Leonard, 
who said: “For Emma to 
win in her category was an 
amazing performance and 
she should be very proud of 
what she achieved. 

“I am immensely proud 
of what Britain’s Best says 
about the level of skill 
within our great industry” 
Emma won alongside fel¬ 
low Sandwell College stu¬ 
dent and 17-year-old model 
Jade Meachem. Jasmeen 
Kaur, a level two hair and 
media make-up student 
at Sandwell College, came 
runner-up in the ‘Bridal 
Make-up’ category. 

The event was held at the 
British Motor Museum in 
Gaydon, Warwickshire. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 
Apprenticeship 
advice at event 

A FREE event takes place on Tuesday, 
to help employers get to grips with the 
changes to apprenticeship funding. As 
well as a free breakfast, attendees will 
also be served up a presentation out¬ 
lining the changes, which include ex¬ 
tra payments for some employees but 
a new levy on others. 

Employers will than have the op¬ 
portunity to talk face to face with 
apprenticeship experts abut how indi¬ 
vidual businesses will be affected. The 
event takes place at Sandwell College 
- 1 Spon Lane, West Bromwich, B70 
6AW, and runs from 7.45am until 
10.30am. 

Anyone wanting to attend can 
book online via Eventbrite at www. 
eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-changing- 
f ace-of-apprecticeships-ticket s- 
29301056248?aff=es2 

Attendees with special dietary re¬ 
quirements should let the team know 
in advance by calling 0121 667 5359 or 
emailing events@sandwell.ac.uk 

Man, 24, injured 
in two-car crash 

A MAN was taken to hospital after a 
two-car smash in West Bromwich. 

The accident happened in High 
Street at 7.15pm on Tuesday last 
week. Firefighters from West Brom¬ 
wich attended the incident, although 
both motorists involved had managed 
to get out of the vehicles before emer¬ 
gency services arrived. 

A 24-year-old man went to Sandwell 
General Hospital with head and shoul¬ 
der pain. Fire crews also dealt with a 
petrol spillage on the road due to the 
crash, using specialist equipment to 
make the area safe. 

Heathens secure 
short-term future 

CRADLEY Heathens will stage meet¬ 
ings at Wolverhampton and Birming¬ 
ham after striking a deal that secures 
their future for another season. 

Co-promoter Gary Pratchett said 
it had been ‘touch and go’ after an 
increased fixture list for Wolves next 
year left the Heathens struggling to 
host some of their fixtures. 

The Heathens, without a permanent 
home since 1995, will now split their 
fixtures between Monmore Green and 
Perry Barr thanks to the deal with the 
Birmingham Brummies. 

• Lifeline - Back Page 

School hit by heating 
problems stays shut 

HUNDREDS of pupils were off school 
for a second day on Tuesday after it 
closed due to heating problems. 

Great Barr School sent pupils home 
on Monday morning after a gas leak 
over the weekend left some classrooms 
without heating. The school remained 
closed to pupils in Year 7 to 10 the 
next day as engineers were as yet una¬ 
ble to fix the heating. 

But Year 11 and all Sixth Form stu¬ 
dents were required to attend school 
from 8.55am until 12.35pm. 




from Concept Blinds 


Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 




• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875279 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 
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2. Vast majority of work comes from recommendations 
J. FREE home design service, we listen to you and 


4 ‘ Sf oH°'Z of f es [sn, 100s of doors, worktops, tiles, 
, but do not worry, we 


including tiling, electrics, plumbing, building, plastering 
and even decorating. 


Opening Times: Mon - Fri 10am - 4pm, Saturday 10am - 2pm 
Closed Wed and Sun, Other Times By Appointment 

Tel: 0121 388 3737 S 


The Home Improvement Specialist 

lOEaLHomEcarE 


5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross, West Bromwich, B71 3JS 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 
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THE BEST OF 

PETER ^ jk 
RHODES 

THANKS for your memories of misin¬ 
terpreting the names of great composers 
(Shy Kovsky, etc). One reader recalls the 
golden age of vinyl when he asked at the 
music shop counter for an LP by Monte¬ 
verdi. The assistant seemed unable to find 
the disc. Turned out she was searching not 
under M but under V, for a Mr Monty Verdi. 

ANOTHER reader reminds us of Eric and 
Ernie who thought they were performing a 
musical item by Paganini, only to discover 
they were on page nine. 

IN politics, it is unwise to assume an¬ 
ything. So don’t be carried away by the 
assumption this week that Paul Nuttall, 
the new leader of Ukip who speaks with a 
broad Merseyside accent, will be a natural 
magnet for working-class voters in general 
and Labour voters in particular. Whatever 
Scousers may like to believe, not every¬ 
body loves a Scouse accent. 

HOWEVER, I do admire Nuttall’s sug¬ 
gestion of rejecting the endlessly convolut¬ 
ed and time-consuming Article 50 process 
and asking Parliament to repeal the 1972 
European Communities Act to kick-start 
the Brexit process. Today, this is being pre¬ 
sented as something outrageous. In fact, 
throughout our 40-year membership of the 
Union, we were assured time after time by 
the Europhiles that if the UK ever wanted 
to quit, it was a simple matter of repealing 
the Act. If it was true then, it must be true 
now. And if it has never been true, 

let us call the li¬ 
ars to account. 

IN an inter¬ 
view, Beattie 
Edmondson, 
29-year-old 
daughter of 
Jennifer Saun¬ 
ders and hus¬ 
band Adrian Edmondson, says as a child 
she had no idea what her showbiz parents 
did. By chance, I have been catching up on 
Bottom, the BBC comedy series screened 
from 1991-95 starring Ade Edmondson 
and the late, great Rik Mayall. Because of 
its frantic, gratuitous violence and treat¬ 
ment of women as sex objects, Bottom 
could never be commissioned today and 
yet it was one of the funniest and most 
inventive TV comedies ever made. That’s 
what your dad did, Beattie. In a wilder age, 
he pushed the boundaries and made mil¬ 
lions laugh. Be proud of him. 

AFTER yesterday’s tale of a mouse 
gnawing through a car’s fuel pipe, the 
most popular deterrent to under-bonnet 
rodents, according to the internet, seems 
to be peppermint oil. I have duly dunked 
some cotton wool in the aromatic oil and 
fixed it in the engine compartment. It’s like 
driving a very big After Eight mint. 


Don't miss Peter 
Rhodes every Mon¬ 
day to Friday in your 
Express & Star 



of numbers for services 


Change 

PHONE numbers for some Sandwell 
Council services will change on Mon¬ 
day December 12. 

The new numbers are: 0121 368 
1155 - Council tax, benefits and sun¬ 
dry debts; 0121 368 1166 - Housing, 
rent, bidding for properties, anti-so¬ 
cial behaviour and getting on the 
housing register; 0121 368 1177 - 
Bins, recycling, highways and fly-tip- 
ping. Other numbers include: 0121 


368 1188 - Births, marriages, deaths 
and the Register Office; 0121 368 
1199 - General enquiries. 

All other phone numbers, includ¬ 
ing the 0121 569 6000 number which 
will now be for housing repairs only, 
remain the same. 

The move is aimed at cutting call 
waiting times and guiding people 
who use the internet to log issues 
quickly and easily online. Callers will 


be given more options to choose from 
on the new numbers, putting them 
through to the right people. 

The new numbers will also offer 
callers the chance to receive a text 
link direct to their mobile phone to 
show them how to request a service 
or log a problem quickly and easily 
online. Staff will be freed up to deal 
with complex issues and help resi¬ 
dents who don’t have internet access. 


Anyone who has access to the in¬ 
ternet is encouraged to sign up for a 
MySandwell account - where you can 
check your bin day, report a missed 
bin, log a pothole or broken street¬ 
light and access many other council 
services - go to www.sandwell.gov. 
uk/mysandwell 

You can see a list of services availa¬ 
ble online by going to www.sandwell. 
gov.uk/reportit 


Historic buildings set 
for new life at museum 


Report by Rob Cox 


THREE historic buildings 
scheduled to be demol¬ 
ished would be rebuilt at 
the Black Country Living 
Museum under plans to ex¬ 
pand the attraction. 

The former West Bromwich 
Gas Showroom and neighbour¬ 
ing Parish’s restaurant in the 
town’s High Street, and William 
Griffin & Sons, a chain-making 
firm in Woods Lane, Cradley 
Heath, are among those identi¬ 
fied by bosses at the museum. 

Each would be moved brick-by¬ 
brick to form part of a 1940-60s 
town. A list of six buildings - some 
of which no longer exist and would 
be recreated from archive images 
and information - has been revealed 
by museum bosses. 

Chief executive of the museum, 
Andrew Lovett, said: “We want to 
expand and improve our visitors’ 
experience, enable more people to 
understand the true significance of 
the Black Country’s heritage and 
in doing so, play a major role in the 
wider regeneration of Dudley by in¬ 
creasing our visitor numbers from 
300,000 to 500,000 per year.” 

Under the plans, which are reliant 
upon a bid for £10 million Heritage 
Lottery funding, the gas showroom 
would house the museum’s collec¬ 
tion of Cannon cookers and cookery 
books which are currently in stor¬ 
age. Parish’s restaurant would be 
set up as a 1950s cafe, telling the 
story of the changing fashion for 
eating out in that decade. 

And William Griffin & Sons would 
be used to give visitors an insight 
into the globalisation of trade dur¬ 
ing the post-war period. 

If the bid for lottery funding is 
successful, work could begin in 2018 
and 93 new jobs would be created - 
with hundreds more while work is 
carried out. The money would also 
be used to create a new visitor cen¬ 
tre and car park, as well as the ex¬ 
tension of the museum’s tram line. 

Mr Lovett said the scheme could 
also create 58 jobs at other Black 
Country firms. 


Booktastic new chapter for pupils 



From left, Leonardis Gavriel, Pauline Hatton, Savannah Martin, Grace Smith, Josh Avey and Councillor Hackett 


RECEPTION children at The Priory Primary in Friar 
Park have been treated to a visit from Sandwell libraries 
to sign them up to the Booktastic scheme. 

The Priory Primary is one of the schools furthest away 
from a library in Sandwell and it gets regular visits from 
librarians who bring a selection of books for the children 
to borrow. This visit was extra special as Pauline Hat¬ 
ton, Library Supervisor at Wednesbury Library handed 
out library membership cards and Booktastic packs to 
children in reception. 

The Booktastic scheme will see all reception age chil¬ 
dren in Sandwell schools receiving a special membership 
pack, including a folder and information about the li¬ 
brary service. There are also special Booktastic missions 


for children to complete and earn stickers. Booktastic 
has meant libraries in Sandwell have seen unprece¬ 
dented numbers of books being borrowed by young chil¬ 
dren. In the last school year nearly 9,000 books were 
issued as part of Booktastic to 4, 5 and 6 year olds. 

The Booktastic scheme began three years ago and has 
seen record numbers of young children visiting libraries 
to borrow books. 

The scheme was first thought up by Councillor Simon 
Hackett, cabinet member for children’s services in a bid 
to increase the number of children visiting libraries and 
borrowing and reading more books. 

He said: “I thoroughly enjoyed my visit to the school. 
The children are really enthusiastic about reading.” 


Youngsters’ 
deaths from 
cancer are 
down 5pc 

THE rate at which children are dying 
from cancer has fallen five per cent in 
a decade, according to new figures. 

The statistics were revealed as it 
was announced the bravery of chil¬ 
dren with cancer in the Black Coun¬ 
try is to be recognised with a special 
award. 

Thanks to more research and bet¬ 
ter treatments, the latest figures show 
that death rates for under-15s in the 
West Midlands have decreased from 
around 24 deaths per million children 
a decade ago to around 22 deaths per 
million children today. 

According to figures between 2012 
and 2014, around 145 children are 
diagnosed with cancer each year and 
around 20 die in the West Midlands. 

Cancer Research’s Children’s 
Cancer Trials Team co-ordinates 
ground-breaking cancer trials for chil¬ 
dren and young people in specialist 
treatment centres across the UK. The 
trials make pioneering new therapies 
available to children with cancer and 
are helping more survive. 

Cancer Research UK Kids & Teens 
has now launched its annual Star 
Awards across the country to recog¬ 
nise survivors and patients. Relatives 
and friends of young cancer patients 
and survivors are being urged to 
nominate them for the accolade in the 
run-up to Christmas. Jane Redman, 
group spokeswoman for the West 
Midlands, said: “It is a privilege to be 
able to recognise the courage of chil¬ 
dren with cancer with a Star Award.” 

To nominate a child for an award, 
visit cruk.org/kidsandteens. 

Cat's out of the 
bag for panto 

STARS of the stage and screen are 
lining up for the opening of panto¬ 
mime favourite, Dick Whittington at 
the Birmingham Hippodrome. 

West End actress and singer Dan¬ 
ielle Hope will join John Barrowman, 
Steve McFadden, The Krankies, Jodie 
Penger and Matt Slack in this year’s 
festive production. 

Danielle made her professional 
debut as Dorothy in The Wizard of Oz 
at the London Palladium, after cap¬ 
turing the hearts of the country and 
winning the BBC’s smash hit Over 
The Rainbow. Dick Whittington runs 
from December 19 to January 29 at 
the Birmingham Hippodrome. 

Tickets start from £15.50 and can 
be booked by calling 0844 338 5000 
or visiting www.birminghamhippo- 
drome.com 


Emeli eyes up gig 
at Brum venue 

SINGER Emeli Sande has announced 
a show at Birmingham’s Genting 
Arena next October as part of a ma¬ 
jor tour. Tickets at £42.99, £51.43 and 
£62.68 are on general sale from 9am 
on Friday from www.theticketfactory. 
com or by calling 0844 33 88 222. 




Affordable 

Wi ndows 


Call now 07710 434223 / 01902 827879 


C0»'T>srvs>l0no 




French Doors 

from £649 


Back Door 

from £349 



Patio Doors 

from £649 




www. wolverhamfDtonwindows. co. uk 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 

CREMATIONS IN SANDWELL 


YOU MAY BE AWARE THAT SANDWELL COUNCIL ARE OFFERING 
FAMILIES A VERY BASIC FUNERAL SERVICE AT A COST OF £1595. 
WHEN WE AT COLLYER & MCBRIDE FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
WHO HAVE BEEN SERVING OUR FAMILIES AND THE LOCAL 
COMMUNITY FOR OVER 100 YEARS, OFFER A MUCH MORE 
SUPERIOR AND PERSONAL SERVICE FOR £1395 

SOME £200 LESS. 

PLEASE CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION 

TEL - 0121 588 5377 
24 HOUR SERVICE 

BRANCHES AT 

WEST BROMWICH - PERRY BARR - HANDSWORTH 
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Union chiefs 
delighted at 
new pay deal 
for JLR staff 

THOUSANDS of workers at Jaguar 
Land Rover have accepted a new pay 
deal hailed as ‘exceptional’ by their 
union. Unite negotiated the deal with 
bosses at the car giant which includes 
a rise of 3.5 per cent plus a one-off 
£750 bonus and an inflation-proofed 
retail price index increase plus 0.5 per 
cent rise in year two. 

Unite said its members voted by 77 
per cent to accept and the deal will be 
backdated to November 1. The union 
has 22,000 members at JLR work¬ 
places in Wolverhampton, Castle 
Bromwich, Coventry, Halewood and 
Solihull. JLR employs up to 1,200 at 
its i54 site in Wolverhampton. 

Gerard Coyne, West Midlands 
Regional Secretary for Unite, said: 
“From our perspective clearly we 
have watched as JLR has become an 
incredibly successful company - it has 
grown and has become more profita¬ 
ble year on year. 

“We think that it is right and proper 
now that our workers share in some 
of that profitability and success of the 
company as a reward for the work.” 

Mr Coyne said the deal came about 
through a negotiation between JLR 
and union representatives. He added: 
“We had a two year deal in place prior 
to this. We had negotiated this with 
the employer. It was the end of the 
two year deal and our national office 
and local officers were involved in se¬ 
curing what we have now.” 

Unite national officer, Roger Mad- 
dison, said: “This exceptional pay deal 
is no less than the workforce at JLR 
deserve.” 

Medical team 
wins accolade 

NHS Sandwell and West Birmingham 
Clinical Commissioning Group has 
scooped a national award for improv¬ 
ing patient care. 

The CCG’s medicines quality team 
won the Team of the Year award at 
the 2016 General Practice Awards, 
the team enables safe and cost-effec¬ 
tive delivery of pharmaceutical ser¬ 
vices to patients. 

The event celebrated GPs, nurses 
and healthcare professionals who 
work tirelessly to improve patient 
care. Dr Gwyn Harris, at the CCG, 
said: “Helping patients to take their 
medicines at the right time, and in 
the right way, is one of the great chal¬ 
lenges that the NHS faces nationally 
in terms of improvement. So, we are 
delighted to win this special award.” 

Volunteers 
clear streets 

AROUND 17 bags of litter were col¬ 
lected from streets in Smethwick. 
Eight volunteers from Tipton Litter 
Watch took to St Pauls Ward to collect 
the waste, varying from empty alco¬ 
hol cans to crisp packets. 


Firm interest in old 



Society House in West Bromwich 


IT is an iconic landmark at the centre 
of West Bromwich - now empty after 
the departure of tenants West Brom¬ 
wich Building Society. 

But new life is expected to be 
breathed into Society House in the 
High Street with property marketeers 
reporting a flood of interest in occupy¬ 
ing the 1970s site. 

Knight Frank say there have been 
‘dozens’ of business inquiries into 
the office block since it went on the 
market two months ago. Richard Wil¬ 
liams, part of the firm’s office agency 
team, said one company was ‘on the 


building society HQ 


verge’ of taking a ‘sizeable section’ of 
the 44,263 sq ft block, which goes up 
five floors. Although Mr Williams has 
admitted it may be difficult to find a 
company looking to acquire at least a 
quarter of the site, given the current 
economic climate. 

West Bromwich Building Society 
moved out of the site in the summer. 
The firm which moved in to the site in 
1978 relocated less than a mile away 
to new headquarters on Providence 
Place. It moved out because the site 
was no longer ‘meeting the needs for 
our businesses practically’. 


But the town centre is the focus of 
an ongoing regeneration project. In 
recent years it has seen the opening 
of a new Sandwell Central College 
Campus, a revamped High Street and 
metro station, the New Square retail 
and leisure complex, and a new lei¬ 
sure pool and fitness centre. 

Mr Williams said: “We have had a 
number of ongoing inquiries with se¬ 
rious expressions of interest from a 
variety of sectors. We are on the verge 
of signing over a sizeable section of 
the site to a party we cannot name at 
this stage.” 


Truth over 
cull of Can 



A COUNCIL officer misled a member 
of the public about Canada geese from 
two parks being culled - telling him 
they were just being moved, an inves¬ 
tigation has found. 

The officer was spotted rounding up the 
geese by campaigner Ian Carroll. When ques¬ 
tioned he said they were being relocated due 
to large numbers at parks in West Bromwich 
and Tipton. 

Mr Carroll, who has led a campaign to stop the 
culling of geese in Sandwell, was even sent photos 
of geese by another officer and told they were being 
released. However, it was later revealed that the 
birds were killed. 

It has dragged Sandwell Council into a storm for 
which it has been forced to apologise. 

The authority has been criticised by the Local 
Government Ombudsman (LGO), which launched 
an investigation following a complaint and ruled 
that it ‘misled’ Mr Carroll about the culling of the 
geese and that he was made to go to ‘extra trouble 
to get to the truth’. 

Apology 

The council has apologised and was told by the 
LGO to pay the complainant £150. Bosses said the 
officer’s actions breached its code of conduct. 

Mr Carroll said he would not accept the £150 
compensation as he did not wish to ‘gain person¬ 
ally’. The culling of Canada geese at Dartmouth 
Park and Victoria Park proved to be hugely con¬ 
troversial. A campaign launched calling for the 
measure to be stopped was backed by thousands 
of people. A total of 220 Canada geese were culled 
in 2014 and 2015 at the two parks, as the author¬ 
ity claimed numbers had become ‘out of control’. 
The LGO said the council did not break any laws 
in culling the birds. 

The LGO investigation centred around an alle¬ 
gation that a council worker referred to as Officer 
Y had in 2013 and again in 2014 told Mr Carroll, 
named in the LGO’s report as Mr B, in Victoria 
Park that the geese had been relocated and not 
culled. The campaigner had noticed a drop in num¬ 
bers of the birds and was keen to find out what had 
happened to them. 

Following the publication of the report, Mr Car- 
roll, 41, from West Bromwich, said: “It was only 
through a Freedom of Information request and the 
LGO that I found out the truth. If it were not for 
that it would probably have been swept under the 
carpet. It was only through sheer luck that I hap¬ 
pened to be there and see what they were doing.” 


The LGO report, which referred to Mr Carroll as 
Mr B, said: “Mr B was at that park in 2013 and saw 
a council contractor rounding up the geese. Officer 
Y and the contractors told Mr B that the council 
had relocated the geese. Mr B knew that relocation 
is illegal and so he questioned the council about 
this. Another officer sent him some photographs 
of geese telling him these were the geese being re¬ 
leased.” 

It said that in 2014, Mr Carroll noticed a large 
number of the geese had gone. Officer Y again told 
him that it had relocated the geese. Mr Carroll 
challenged the council about this and it later admit¬ 
ted that Officer Y had misled Mr B and the council 
had in fact culled the geese in 2013 and 2014, using 
a licensed contractor. 


The report continued: “The council has accepted 
that it misled Mr B about culling geese at a local 
park. It should apologise to him and pay £150 in 
recognition of the extra trouble he was put to try¬ 
ing to find out the truth.” 

Council bosses took the decision to cull some 
geese as numbers in the borough’s parks had grown 
to more than 1,000. 

There were concerns about the amount of faeces 
in parks, which was said to contain harmful bac¬ 
teria if swallowed. Previously, parks workers had 
pricked eggs to try and control numbers but chiefs 
said the practice was not having enough of an ef¬ 
fect. Earlier this year, council bosses agreed to end 
the culling of geese under the weight of pressure 
from the public. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Jobs are saved as 
bacon firm is sold 

A DECADES-old bacon producer in 
West Bromwich has been saved from 
liquidation, saving 13 jobs. 

Turners of Bond Street appointed 
liquidators from CVR Global last 
week. The third-generation fami¬ 
ly-owned business, which supplies 
hotels, restaurants and small super¬ 
markets, had been plunged into crisis 
after seeing the price of raw products 
soaring. 

It has now been sold to local entre¬ 
preneurs Paul Atkins and Paul Moore 
and will continue to trade under the 
same name. 

£1,500 raised for 
military charity 

A WOLVERHAMPTON-based mili¬ 
tary charity raised £1,500 to help vet¬ 
erans and their families. 

The Dependants and Relatives of 
Uniformed Military (DRUM) donated 
£1,000 to Combat Stress and £500 
to the Burma Star Association. The 
group raised the cash via fun days and 
raffles over the last year. 

DRUM secretary Vanessa Jones, 
said: “We are a tiny group of people 
who give their time and skills volun¬ 
tarily to raise funds that help children 
and families affected by the conflicts 
past and present in the world.” 

Actors to hit stage 
for Survive show 

VOLUNTARY theatre company Sea- 
Change has announced details for 
its upcoming show. The show, which 
is called Survive, is an original script 
and will hit the Coneygre Arts Cen¬ 
tre’s stage in Tipton in February 
2017. 

The play sees a new government 
introduced who begin to take over 
the nation with only the bravest and 
smartest able to survive. The com¬ 
pany meets every Saturday morning. 

For tickets, call 07902 730175. 

Road closed after 
man found injured 

A MAN was found injured on the floor 
after an alleged attack which forced a 
Rowley Regis road to be closed. 

The man, aged in his 30s, was dis¬ 
covered with injuries to his face fol¬ 
lowing the reports of the assault last 
Monday afternoon. 

He was taken to hospital where his 
condition was described as stable. A 
32-year-old man was arrested on sus¬ 
picion of assault. 

Anyone with information should 
call police on 101. 

Hundreds at switch-on 

HUNDREDS of people attended Holy 
Trinity Church in Old Hill to see the 
town’s Christmas lights switched on. 
The event on November 26 saw The 
Mayor of Sandwell, Councillor Julie 
Wenn, switch on the town’s lights. 
Members and friends of the church 
host the celebrations each year. 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Plastic not 
fantastic, 
or tasteful 
for vegans 

APPARENTLY the new plastic £5 note 
contains some animal fat, and this has 
made some militant vegans very angry. 

And broad-minded right-on so-and-so 
that I am, I can see where they are com¬ 
ing from. These new fivers taste dreadful, 
far too salty, and if you eat three or more 
you get the most terrible indigestion. 

So, to be helpful, and prevent any un¬ 
fortunate issues from arising, I am going 
to offer my services. 

Any vegans who unwittingly come into 
contact with the new fiver, please feel free 
to send them to me at the Chronicle - the 
address is on the opposite page - and I 
promise to dispose of them responsibly. 

Well, I promise to dispose of them, an¬ 
yway. 

■ ■ ■ 

I SUPPOSE we should be pleased that 
local authorities are to get a £2.4 million 
boost to deal with potholes in this neck 
of the woods. 

Some of the roads around here, par¬ 
ticularly in the more rural areas, are a 
disgrace, and I’m sure many of us will at 
some time or other have had to fork out 
the £150-plus for a damaged alloy wheel 
because of this. 

However, forgive me for sounding a 
note of caution. 

A few months ago I noticed some 
workmen laying a cable from one side of 
the road to the other. 

It involved a digging a trench about six 
inches deep, and maybe eight inches in 
width, and frankly it could have been cov¬ 
ered by a bit of hardboard when the work 
was not being done. 

It wasn’t, of course. Instead there were 
temporary traffic lights in operation for an 
entire week, three days while the work 
was done on one side of the road, four 
days for the other. 

This resulted in traffic delays even 
when there were no other cars about, 
such as the early hours of the morning. 
All for 12ft of cable. 

This wouldn’t have mattered so much 
had it not been for the fact that at one 
point there were three similar sets of 
lights along my route to work. 

In Seisdon, the work was confined to 
the pavement, but they still found it nec¬ 
essary to surround it with barriers and in¬ 
stall a set of traffic lights. 

Now would that have happened 30 or 
even 20 years ago? 

I can’t help but think that back then the 
work would have been done in a couple 
of days, with a few cones around the af¬ 
fected area. 

Now, it seems that for even the most 
minor of works, the full play set has to 
come out. 

Yes, the potholes in our roads need to 
be repaired. 

I just dread the disruption that the work 
is going to cause. 


Filming Invisible Woman With fiancee Neilum Raqia, they met on the set of BBC’s Doctors John in the background in a supermarket in Coronation Street The couple on the Casualty set 

John in extra special 
hope for film success 


He’s a regular on our TV 
screens, but now extra John 
Walker is changing direction. 

RICHARD GUTTRIDGE reports 

HE has been used to being in the 
background during his career but 
one of the country’s most prolif¬ 
ic TV extras is now taking centre 
stage. 

Scroll down the shows in the TV guide 
and John Walker will have appeared in 
most of them. 

Casualty, The Bill, Hollyoaks - the Dudley 
actor has been there and done it. 

But he has made the unlikely transition 
from background filler to promising movie 
director after a film he directed himself was 
shown in cinemas around the world. 

His budget horror film, Amityville, which 
was partly filmed in the Black Country, was 
a box office hit in the Philippines - after he 
ploughed £30,000 into the project. 

Scary movie fans will recognise the name 
immediately, with Mr Walker’s low-budget 
flick taking inspiration from the classic The 
Amityville Horror. 

Counters 

Part of the film was shot at Wednesbury 
Town Hall, which took on the guise of an eerie 
American library. It is not just as a hospital 
patient or enjoying a pint in the Queen Vic 
where you might have spotted John. 

You may well recognise him from the food 
counters at Tesco in Dudley, where he still 
hasn’t given up the day job despite having his 
films watched all over the world. 

He said: “I’ve been doing extra work for 
years, but I finally decided it was time to make 
my own film which I had planned to shoot in 
the UK. 

“One of my films has done well in the USA, 
Canada and UK on DVD. It even had six cine¬ 
mas showing it in the UK. 

“I can’t believe how well it’s done. I guess 
I’m very lucky.” 


On the set of his film Amityville, shot around the Black Country, including Wednesbury Town Hall 


“It’s since been dubbed into German, turned 
3D and released on blu-ray in Germany and 
currently is enjoying a nationwide cinema re¬ 
lease in the Philippines.” 

John has made more than 2,000 TV appear¬ 
ances, starring in 200 different shows includ¬ 
ing regular spots in Holby City, Doctors and 
Midsomer Murders. 

He has also been in films, with one of his 
most notable appearances as Archie the butler 
alongside Harry Potter star Daniel Radcliffe in 
2012 thriller The Woman in Black. 

John said: “I was working in a supermarket 
when I started working as a TV extra. 

“I made some contacts and in 2008 I worked 
on production design for a TV pilot called 
‘Spooked’ which didn’t become a series but I 
learned a lot.” He continued: “Amityville cost 
me my entire savings. 


“Even after it was dubbed into German, 
made into 3D, sold on blu-ray and had a na¬ 
tionwide Philippines cinema release, I made 
not lp back. Not a penny as it seems the 
American distributor went bankrupt. It’s all 
about loving the genre and film-making, I’m 
one of the few who’s happy on both sides of 
the camera. 

“Amityville was my first directed film and 
I was lucky. It was sold at retail giants, Wal- 
mart and Target in the USA and Canada and 
in Morrisons, Asda and Sainsbury’s over here. 
Funnily enough, Tesco never took it.” 

John has worked as a first assistant director 
on four feature films: Aijun and Alison, Dead¬ 
time, Cry Wolf, The Truth, with an additional 
eight short films under his directing belt. The 
critics weren’t always kind but John insisted 
it was an achievement just to have some of 


TV extra John Walker’s day job at Tesco Dudley 

the heavyweights scrutinising his movie. He 
added: “The Guardian said it was rubbish, but 
they still reviewed my movie so I felt that le¬ 
gitimised it.” 

Patience is key when you’re a television 
actor, according to John, who says it can in¬ 
volve a lot of waiting around before a few 
minutes of action. An ability to blend into the 
background is also important. Speaking ear¬ 
lier this year about his career progression, he 
explained: “You have got to be patient. Really 
we are just living, breathing props they need 
to keep warm and feed. 

“The actors are the real stars. Some people 
have ideas above their stations. We are there 
just to be in the background. Our job is to help 
bring a scene to life. The audience’s eyes may 
only be on the actors but the background also 
has to look right.” 


Wetto Walled Carden Gift Slop 


Christmas decorations and gifts 
Excellent quality fresh 
Christmas trees 

National Garden Gift Vouchers available 
• Fabulous Gift Shop stocking 
• Gisela Graham giftware Roger La Borde cards 
• and Bomb Cosmetics. 

01214294445 

www.webbswalledgarden.com 

64-66-68 Three Shires Oak Road 
Bearwood B67 5BU 

Opening times - Mon-Sat 9.30am - 6pm 
Wed - 9.30am - 4pm Sun - 10.30am - 3pm 



Sandwell 

-ageuK 

We are moving! 

From 1st November we will be based at: 

Office 49, Pure Offices, Broadwell Road, Oldbury 

We will be delivering Information and Benefits Advice 
across the borough at a location near you - call for details. 
We will still be delivering our other services as usual. 


To find out more please contact us: 0121 500 1860 { ' 

www.ageuksandwell.org.uk info@ageuksandwell.org.uk 

Registered charity number 1080517 • m 











































7 


Reduced welfare is still a good deal 


ON reflection, I felt that the Paul Witton 
letter of November 10 needs a response. 

It is my understanding that the reduced 
amount of welfare limit outside London is 
£23,000 to £20,000. This still equates to 
about £385 per week. 

For someone to work, to earn this amount, 
allowing for tax, National Insurance and 
travel costs, they would need to have a sal¬ 
ary between £25-30,000 gross. 

I’m sure that many workers would be glad 
to receive such a tax free assault! My wife 
and I are now retired pensioners but we 


brought up our family, which we limited to 
two, which was the number of children that 
we felt that we could afford to raise. 

These recipients also receive help with 
housing, council tax and school meals, etc. 

I have sympathy with women who have 
been deserted by their husband or partner 
but many of these ‘poor single mothers’ ap¬ 
pear to have several children, often from 
different relationships, so where does the 
fault lie? 

JOHN CHAMBERLAIN 

Great Barr 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 

Sandwell Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV1 IE 


EMAIL 

sandwell.chronicle@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

Managing 20mph 
zones problematic 


Ex-PMs in 
defiance of 
referendum 

SO John Major along with 
Tony Blair wants to over 
throw the democratic deci¬ 
sion of the people to exit the 
EU, calling for another ref¬ 
erendum, because the first 
one didn’t go their way. 

I can’t recall either of 
these so-called politicians 
calling for another vote 
when their respective par¬ 
ties failed to win an election 
with a lower percentage of 
the vote than the exit vote 
received. 

The will of the people 
should be paramount, we 
live in a democracy, but 
once again the people who 
have made millions off the 
backs of the working class, 
want to deny us our right to 
dictate our own destiny. 

It is fairly obvious what 
Mr Major thinks of the peo¬ 
ple of this country. 

He states that the tyr¬ 
anny of the majority should 
be overthrown. 

Surely this could be con¬ 
strued as a call for the mi¬ 
nority to demonstrate or 
even riot in an effort to get 
the referendum result re¬ 
versed? 

KEITH V JOYCE 

Wednesbury 


I RECOIL in horror, but not 
surprise, at the front page 
article regarding 20mph 
zones and Hollyhedge Road. 
First some shocking news: 
when it comes to road safe¬ 
ty, all that glitters ain’t gold. 
Some had near evangelical 
faith in 20mph zones when 
installed in West Bromwich 
in 2014. 

People should also note 
the difficulties and dangers 
- and arrogance - faced by 
residents over at Goscote 
Lane, Walsall, where ridic¬ 
ulous humps have been in¬ 
stalled which it is claimed 
are catching vehicle under¬ 
sides (that may include sus¬ 
pension components). How 
safe is that? I for one would 
not buy a used vehicle which 
had spent its life going over 
humps. I suggest, however, 


that this is what happens 
when people who know little 
of road safety get involved. 
Those who challenge 20 
zones and speed humps 
should consider putting for¬ 
ward friendlier alternatives 
such as ‘hedge chicanes’ and 
‘airhumps’. 

Alternatively speed cam¬ 
eras, which are becoming 
ever cheaper and would 
tackle speeders as opposed 
to speed humps. 

The fact is that tin discs 
with ‘20’ on them and con¬ 
crete and/or rubber humps 
are cheap and nasty lip-ser¬ 
vice to road safety. I am not 
a road safety expert, nor do 
I profess to be. But I wish I 
could see some real effort to 
deliver road safety. 

LEE WILLIAMS 

Great Barr 


TV reality 
of cruelty 

I’M astonished that in a 
country of many animal lov¬ 
ers that a certain television 
programme is so popular. 
I’m A Celebrity... Get Me 
Out Of Here is amazingly 
popular. But why? 

The programme has total 
disregard for the well-being 
of many varied creatures. 
The animals are put in 
stressful situations. Many 
are injured, drowned, killed 
and eaten alive, all simply to 
entertain the general public. 

Are the RSPCA not aware 
of the cruelty? And can they 
not act against it. TV has 
become very sad. I have an 
idea for the next celebrity 
challenge. Throw all the 
celebrities and Ant and Dec 
into a large, deep pit, and 
then release a pride of hun¬ 
gry lions. I would definitely 
watch that episode. 

NEVILLE BROADBENT 

Charlemont 

Hospice cash 
restores faith 

HOW fitting that that work¬ 
ers in their darkest hour 
have contributed a £lm do¬ 
nation to Compton Hospice 
in Wolverhampton. After 
the devastating news that 
Goodyear were to close in 
December 2016, members 
of Unite the Union, voted 
overwhelmingly to donate 
the remaining balance of 
their Sick and Distress 
Fund to their local charity. 

It means that not only 
will the generosity of the 
former Goodyear workers 
will be kept alive for gen¬ 
erations - but that the ser¬ 
vices to those patients with 
life threatening illness can 
be contained under one 
roof .You have restored my 
faith in human nature. 

PAUL AGG 

Wednesbury 





Website: www.window-warehouse.com Email: windowwarehouses@btconnect.com 

, VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OPENING HOURS: Mon-Fri 8 am-6 pm Sat 8am-1pm 



■ M I 

3 HOUR 
Installation* 


KITCHENS 




A toilet with a couple of extra 
inches of height makes all the 
difference, Large choice of 
discrete and stylish modern 
designs. 

SUPPLY ONLY £ 149.0ft 

from 

INSTALLED £299. 


BATH TO SHOWER CONVERSION ■ WALK IN BATH INSTALLATION 



Fully Installed inc. 

Safety Glass Enclosure, 
Shower seat. Grab Rail, 
Shower valve 
Plastering, Tiling or 
Easy Clean Wall 
Panels. 

INSTALLED 

from 

SEE DISPLAYS £1895.00* 
INSTORE A* IW7^.WW 


r 



SEE DISPLAYS 
IN STORE 


Bath or shower In 
comfort. Fully Installed 
Includes, Walk in 
bath, Thermostatic 
bath/shower mixer, 
bathing seat tiling or 
easy clean wall panels 

INSTALLED 

from 

£2995.00* 



• Over 50 displays in store < 
1 Long established business 1 


Large showroom- free parking 
Quality installers 


1 Free no obligation survey 


‘Terms and conditions apply see in store for details. 


POTTERS LANE, WEDNESBURY, 

REAR OF MECCA BINGO, WS10 7LH 

CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY 0121 505 1132 


God appears to two! Come hear more... 



On the 30th November 1987, Jesus 
Christ appeared to a young medical 
doctor, now a Consultant Physician 
in the West Midlands. That 
experience changed his life. 

On the 29th January 2016, Jesus 
Christ appeared to a 69-year-old 
man in Walsall- his life has been 
totally changed. Planet Ministries 
invites you to hear their story. This 
will open the door for you to the 
biggest experience of your life. 

You may ask why? Almighty God 
of Jesus Christ is not a respecter of 
persons, the experience He gave 
to them, He wants to give that 
experience to you too. 

His word says: Jesus Christ is 
the same yesterday, today and 
forever. (Hebrews 13:8) 

Dr Max Matonhodze- 
an apostle (special 
messenger) of Jesus Christ 

Bom in Zimbabwe, came to know 
Jesus Christ as an undergraduate 
in August 1980. On the 30th 


November 1987, he entered his 
bedroom just after midnight and 
what he saw was a large ball of 
bright, incandescent, dazzling light. 
As the light deemed, Jesus Christ 
stood at the centre of the light and 
gave him a special message for 
every person including you. 

Dr Max came to the United 
Kingdom on divine instmction in 
December 1993 and trained to be 
a Respiratory Medicine Specialist 
and has held a post as a Consultant 
Physician for the past 14 years. 

He has a message for you from 
God “Almighty God is inviting 
you to live in His presence.” This 
message will change your life. Jesus 
Christ wants to touch your spirit, 
soul and your body. Dr Max and his 
wife Joyce invite you 

John Tidesley (Not real 
name as we need to 
protect his identity) 

69 years from Walsall, West 
Midlands. Troubled with leg 
weakness due to Multiple Sclerosis, 
epilepsy, COPD. Under various 
medical specialists his condition 
deteriorated and needed to use a 
wheelchair and oxygen from a 
cylinder to help him breathe. 

On the 29th January 2016, 
following an epileptic seizure at 
about 2 am, at the end of his tether 
and on the verge of taking his own 
life, he reached out to his phone, to 
send a farewell message to his wife. 
At that moment a text message sent 
from Planet Ministries flushed on 
his phone! 


“Jesus Christ is the light of the 
world, he who walks with him will 
never walk in darkness.” 

As he read that message, his whole 
room lit up with a bright light at the 
centre of which was the figure of a 
man. He was shown the heavenly 
city and then a full video of the 
crucifixion of Jesus Christ. 

Following this encounter, John lives 
without a wheelchair or oxygen. 
Totally transformed. He is now 
going up and down the country 
teaching people to believe in God. 
He wants you to hear from him. It 
will change your life. 


What you need 
to do now? 

Reserve a place at the Christmas 
Convention http://planetministries. 
org.uk/events 

Admission is FREE of charge 
and dress code is smart casual. 

The Venue is: 

St John’s Church, St John’s Road, 
Kateshill, Dudley, West Midlands 
DY2 7JT 

Dates and time: 

Friday 16th December 7 - 9pm 
Saturday 17th December 2 - 5pm 
Saturday 17th December 7 - 9pm 
Sunday 18th December 10:30 -2pm 

Preview the audio of John 
Tidesley’s story at http:// 
planetministries.org.uk/message/ 
testimony 


Christmas Convention 
16 th to 18 th December 2016 

Register online: ittp://planetministries.org.uk/events Life changing event 
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s Feedback 
call on red 
phone boxes 

MORE than 150 traditional red phone 
boxes in the Black Country and Staf¬ 
fordshire could be scrapped. 

BT Group is carrying out a 90- 
day consultation period, due to end 
in January, to determine which 171 
phone boxes may be taken out of use. 

The telecommunications group 
wants to get feedback from local res¬ 
idents in the regions after 49 of them 
in total were not used even once in the 
past 12 months. In the Black Country, 
18 Dudley phone boxes could go - five 
of which were not used in the past 
year. While 14 boxes in including two 
which made no calls in Sandwell. 

Eleven Wolverhampton phone 
boxes could be scrapped, with two not 
used and 17 in Walsall, of which four 
were unused. 

BT Group says the consultation 
process will give local communities 
the opportunity to keep a traditional 
red ‘heritage’ phone box and make 
them an asset that local people can 
enjoy, if they are switched off. For just 
£1, communities can ‘adopt’ a box, 
giving it a new lease of life as some¬ 
thing completely different. 

To adopt a phone box call business, 
bt.com/phone-services/payphone-ser- 
vices/adopt-a-kiosk/ 

Alternatively, contact your local 
authority to stake a claim for keeping 
red phone boxes in traditional work¬ 
ing use. 

Little Mix reveal 
extra Brum date 

ONE of the biggest girl groups 
around, Little Mix have announced 
an extra date at Birmingham’s Gen- 
ting Arena, next autumn. 

The four-piece will stop off at the 
arena as part of The Glory Days tour 
with their newly announced show 
taking place on October 13. Tickets 
for the new date are on sale now from 
www.theticketfactory.com or by call¬ 
ing 0844 33 88 222 with prices start¬ 
ing from £28.93. 


Fraud team in clampdoinrn on 
tenants who were sub-letting 


British Gas offices shut doors for good 



The Swallowfield One premises 

BRITISH Gas offices in Oldbury have 
closed their doors for the final time 
with the loss of more than 600 jobs. 

The energy firm revealed plans in 
April to close its office at Swallowfield 
One. A total of 645 jobs were axed. 

Now British Gas has confirmed its 
offices closed earlier this month. The 
giant has revealed 420 of the Oldbury 
staff have now found new jobs else¬ 
where. 

Sandwell Council leaders called the 
closure a ‘devastating blow’ to Oldbury 
which has also seen the loss of jobs at 


in Wolverhampton Road, Oldbury, 

Npower and Carphone Warehouse. 
The latest figures from Sandwell 
Council reveal more than 200 former 
British Gas workers remain out of 
work following the closure at Oldbury. 

Councillor Stephen Jones, chair¬ 
man of the jobs, economy and enter¬ 
prise scrutiny board, said: “This is just 
another devastating blow to Oldbury. 
More than 600 jobs have gone here, 
and with 1,400 jobs lost at Npower in 
Oldbury and those at Carphone Ware¬ 
house in the town, that adds up to 
more than 2,000.1 would like to know 


which closed down last month 

why those jobs have gone at British 
Gas. I think it is unfair that because 
five per cent of their share prices were 
lost, we lose almost 700 jobs.” 

Councillor Jones said the figure 
for staff out of work was revealed at 
the last committee meeting in Octo¬ 
ber. But an update on that number 
will be delivered at the next meeting. 
Sandwell Council and Job Centre Plus 
stepped in to help staff find new jobs 
following the losses at British Gas in 
Oldbury. The offices were closed on 
November 11. 


FRAUDSTERS have been caught out sub-letting their coun¬ 
cil houses. A crackdown uncovered four council tenants 
who brazenly let their properties out. 

They were caught following an investigation by Sandwell Council’s 
CCTV and fraud teams. Footage showed three properties being used 
by people who were not the tenants. At the other, images showed a ten¬ 
ant living at a different property resulting in benefit over payments. 

The fraud meant families on the 
borough’s massive housing waiting 
list were being denied a roof over their 
heads. The four tenants were evicted 
and bosses said it was unlikely they 
would be given council housing again. 

Getting back the properties is ex¬ 
pected to save the cash-strapped coun¬ 
cil £400,000. The action has seen the 
properties go back into legitimate use. 

Sandwell Council leader Steve Eling 
said: “It is a crime and a serious issue 
about people having tenancies on 
council houses they are not entitled to. 

Qualified 

“If they have moved on and bought 
a house, for them to sub-let it out to 
other people and make a profit on it, 
which is what they tend to do, then 
it is a crime and they should be duly 
prosecuted. We often mention people 
on waiting lists applying for council 
housing and every one of these houses 
that is unlawfully and fraudulently let 
out means that somebody who is qual¬ 
ified and on waiting lists is missing 
out,” he said. 

Sandwell Council wants to build 
about 600 homes over the next three 
years, at a cost of £74.1 million. As 
well as building homes from scratch, 
the authority is also keen to buy 
homes on new developments from 
house builders to boost numbers. 

Earlier this year it was revealed 
there were more than 6,000 people 
in the borough on the council house 
waiting list. 


£450ksettO 
put Sabbath 
on the map 

ARTS Council England is due to in¬ 
vest £450,000 in an international 
programme exploring the legacy of 
iconic Birmingham rock band Black 
Sabbath. 

The money will go to Digbeth-based 
arts organisation Capsule which will 
help bring together Black Sabbath 
fans with artists, academic institu¬ 
tions and cultural venues around the 
world. The organisation’s programme 
is called Home of Metal. 

It will last for three years after 
its launch in February, in Birming¬ 
ham. The council’s Peter Knott said: 
“Capsule has created events and ex¬ 
hibitions which celebrate music from 
Birmingham and the Black Country. 
Now, it will be brilliant to see our 
funding supporting them to reach out 
to international audiences, exploring 
and sharing how the cultural heritage 
of the West Midlands has shaped mu¬ 
sical tastes around the world.” 

Capsule’s Lisa Meyer said: “We will 
be celebrating what is at the heart of 
the genre - the fans.” 
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Mrs Taylor of Halesowen 



INLITEN FRONT 

• DOOR in WHITE 

From Only 


...Including 


fitting! 
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INLITEN BACK 
DOOR in WHITE 

From Only 



6 FLAT WINDOWS 
& 2 DOORS 

From Only 

'ororoi 

...Including 
fitting AND VAT! 


• Full Window Doctor Service Available 

• Misted Units Replaced 


• Fitting available before Christmas 

• Your NEW windows will sparkle this Winter 


Mxy good lociaUfo fttuty Ucm ) 
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Mr&Mrs Whitehosue ofHasbury 
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Mrs Gould of Hurst Green 


It's the Best Time of Year to Fit New Windows! 

• Your local well established business offering 
top quality products and service 

• No payment until completion 



Call us now for a great deal on your 
new windows and doors 
Visit our showroom 
Deal direct with the owner 



It rOJI Yd to be 


HASBURY WINDOWS Ltd. 


QUALITY 


SERVICE 


SHOWROOM OPEN: 

Mon-Fri 8.00am - 5.00pm 
Sat - 10.00am - 1,00pm 

PHONELINES OPEN: 9 00am 9 00pm 


9 Halesowen Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 9AA 

Telephone: 0121 421 7001 • 0121 421 2104 


TRADE 

ENQUIRES 

WELCOME 


FENSA 

Registered 30179 


// 


We will Beat ANY Genuine Written Quote" ? f .? V 


























































Shopkeeper warns 
off armed raiders 



The raiders who were caught on camera at the 
Nisa Local shop in Marsh Lane, West Bromwich 


A SHOPKEEPER warned off two armed masked raiders 
with a baseball bat after they threatened him inside a West 
Bromwich shop. Police are appealing for witnesses and in¬ 
formation following the incident which took place inside 
Nisa Local, on Marsh Lane, on November 18 at 7.15pm. 

The masked men, armed with a knife and a handgun, 
threatened the cashier but fled empty-handed after he re¬ 
fused to hand over money and warned them off with a base¬ 
ball bat. Police believe the two men joined up with another 
two men waiting outside before fleeing on foot. 

Detectives are appealing for anyone who was in the area 
at the time and may have seen the suspects running from 
the store to come forward. They’re also keen to hear from 
anyone who believes they may know the identity of the sus¬ 
pects, or has information about what happened. 

Police are asking members of the public to contact De¬ 
tective Constable Sanders by emailing Sanders_7044@ 
west-midlands.pnn.police.uk 
Alternatively contact Crimestoppers anonymously on 
0800 555 lllquote crime number 20SW/228162G/16 


West Brom 
lending up 
in spite of 
court case 


THE Black Country’s biggest building socie¬ 
ty, the West Brom, has seen a huge jump in 
mortgage lending, up almost 50 per cent to 
£441 million. 

But its latest figures, for the six months to the end 
of September, reveal the impact of the lost court bat¬ 
tle with a band of property landlords. 


The society was left with 
a £27.5m bill after the Court 
of Appeal ruled it was wrong 
to have more than doubled 
the tracker mortgage in¬ 
terest rate it was charging 
6,700 buy-to-let landlords 
three years ago. 

That punched a big hole 
in its figures, dragging the 
West Brom to a top-line half 
year pre-tax loss of £23.7m. 

Chief executive Jonathan 
Westhoff said: “Despite 
the disappointment of the 
buy to let judgement, I am 
pleased with the under¬ 
lying progress the society 
has made. We expect to see 
further growth in our resi¬ 
dential lending and ongoing 
investment in our mortgage 
and savings systems.” 

Stripping out that one-off 
payment to the buy-to-let 
landlords, the society’s un¬ 
derlying profit more than 


By Simon Penfold 

doubled, up to £3.8m from 
£1.3m at the same time a 
year ago. In its statement, 
the society said: “The un¬ 
derlying business, how¬ 
ever, continues to go from 
strength to strength with in¬ 
creased advances of £441m 
almost 50 per cent higher 
than the previous half year.” 

Mr Westhoff said: “We 
have always been here, in 
our case for 160 years, to 
help people buy their homes. 
And that is what we have 
continued to do, although 
the West Brom has done 
particularly well over this 
six months.” 

In this time the society 
relocated around 500 staff 
to its new 70,000 sq ft HQ 
at Providence Place, a move 
which Mr Westhoff revealed, 
cost £20m. 



Repair 

Service 
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Siam 


- 




Windows, Doors, Conservatories, 
Orangeries, Porches, Fascias 
and Soffit Boards 


Ho deposits or 


Visit one cf the larpest 


Supplied and 
fitted across the 
Midlands 


been cofflQtctect 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON DECEMBER INSTALLATIONS 


FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 www.rydalewindows.co.uk Open Weekdays: 9am to 5.30pm 
33 Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen.fB$2T9l5 >ill | A | fetunlay 9am to 4pm SundaJ r 



F 0 »z Leather Styles 
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62 Rounds Green Road, Oldbury, 669 2RD 


SERVING OLDBURY FOR 20 YEARS 


SERVING THE BLACK COUNTRY SINCE 1978 
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4 ALL SIZES CATERED 

j FOR - BIG AND SMALL now for Christinas 

REAL m*"' 

4 leather Look 

4 HANDBAGS 

I 
I 
I 


4 Christmas Opening Times 

• Mon - Sat 9am - 5.30pm 
Sun 11am-4pm 


G 


S'm/t 


Iff Jewellers 


INSTANT 

CASH 

LOANS 

Money lent on the spot on gold 
jewellery and luxury watches. 



Tel: 0121 500 6384 Mob: 07961 974 084 


Address: 

96 High Street 
West Bromvwch 
B70 6JW 

currency ^ 
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that will not only clean and restore your conservatory and 
windows to their original beauty, our service also helps to 
protect the product from unnecessary repairs in the future. 
Thus safeguarding the value it can add to your property. 


Gutters cleared 


also includes all your 
PVCu products will 
be cleaned by 
Rydale trained 
workers with special 
chemical cleaners. 
Additionally we will 
check and lubricate 
the working parts, 
allowing your PVCu 
products to remain 
looking and 
operating like new. 


Driveways 


Call Rydale Cleaning Services 
for your quote today 


BlflCESi 


WE OFFER A UNIQUE SERVICE 


M 




cleaned I - 


Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen B62 9LS 

0800 917 6060 
www.rydalewindows.co.uk 

Open Weekdays 9am to 5.30pm Closed Saturday and Sunday 



AT NEW SQUARE 


SANDWELL HOSPITAL 
CHILDREN’S WARD 


CHRISTMAS 

PENGUINS 


G, FOOD, FA$ MOVIES, 

EVENTS, AND SO MUCH MORE. 

OOO© newsquarewestbromwich.co.uk 



MP Tom’s flying visit to nature reserve 



Left Councillor Richard Marshall with, centre right, site manager Cathy Taylor and deputy Labour leader Tom Watson 


WEST Bromwich East MP and deputy 
leader of the Labour party Tom Wat¬ 
son has been getting back to nature in 
Sand well. 

Mr Watson and local councillors 
Richard Marshall and Simon Hackett 
visited the RSPB Sandwell Valley na¬ 
ture reserve at Sandwell Valley Coun¬ 
try Park. 

Guided by site manager Cathy Tay¬ 
lor, the three were impressed with the 
new visitor centre and nature reserve 
improvements, and enjoyed hearing 
how these are having a positive im¬ 
pact in the community. Armed with 
binoculars, the visitors were taken to 


Sandwell’s hide. Graham Vernon, a 
volunteer and the hide’s guide, showed 
the three the birds that come to the 
water’s edge to feed. 

Lapwings are one of the species that 
visit the hide and are currently endan¬ 
gered, making the conservation work 
at Sandwell all the more crucial. 

They also met with Kevin Herbert, 
practical work party team leader, and 
watched some of the work being done 
by the volunteers who visit Sandwell 
weekly to help with practical work on 
the reserve. 

This includes habitat maintenance 
- keeping meadows full of flowers 


and butterflies, cutting sections of the 
reed beds for birds such as snipe - and 
maintaining visitor infrastructure, in¬ 
cluding paths. 

In total, there are 127 volunteers 
from Sandwell, carrying out a wide 
variety of roles. 

Cathy Taylor said: “We are thrilled 
that Tom Watson and our local coun¬ 
cillors have been able to visit Sandwell 
so that we can show them all the bril¬ 
liant work being done on the reserve.” 

The support enables more than 
1,000 school children to visit Sandwell 
every year, where they can take part 
in curriculum-linked nature activities. 



New Market Hall, 

Kings Square, West Bromwich - 
Open Monday to Saturday until Christmas 
(including Christmas Eve) and 
Sunday December 18th 
Re-opens 28th December 2016 

-West Bromwich High St Market 

- Open Monday to Saturday 
(including Christmas Eve) 
and Sunday 18th December 
Re-opens 28th December 2016 


Great Bridge Market, 


_ HE 

Town Centre Car Park zlsA 
Wednesdays and Saturdays 


Wednesbury Market, 

Adjacent to Morrisons Tuesdays 
(Brie a Brae), 

■ 

Fridays/Saturdays (General Goods), 



Oldbury Market, 

Adjacent Sainsbury’s 

Mondays,Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays 

All Markets are closed on 
25th,26th and 27th December 
plus 1st & 2nd January 201™ 

For details of opening times^ 

onntant tho Marl/otc Mananor 


contact the Markets Manager 

on 0121 553 3074 wg jj gandvyel n 
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Summer start hope for 
children's social care 


Group fares well in awards 



From left, Councillor Richard Worrall, chair of the WMCA transport deliv¬ 
ery committee, Lynda Waltho, regional director of the Confederation of 
Passenger Transport, WMBA chair, Linda McCord of Transport Focus, 
and Councillor Kath Hartley TfWM lead for putting passengers first 


THE West Midlands Bus Alliance 
(WMBA) has been named the Local 
Authority Bus Project of the Year at 
the UK Bus Awards. 

A judging panel of industry 
experts praised the region-wide 
partnership and the collaborative 
working within bus services in the 
West Midlands. 

They said the partnership, made 
up of Transport for West Midlands 
(TfWM) with bus operators, high¬ 
ways authorities, Local Enterprise 
Partnerships (LEPs), the Safer 
Travel Partnership and other stake¬ 
holders, had impressed and that 
Bus Alliance as ‘a good model which 
could be reproduced elsewhere.’ 

The judges also felt that the in¬ 


volvement of the highways author¬ 
ities was key, with council partners 
investing hundreds of thousands 
of pounds to deliver road improve¬ 
ments which meant buses on key 
routes could rival private cars for 
journey times. 

TfWM managing director Laura 
Shoaf said: “It’s very pleasing that 
the judges were impressed by what 
we believe is a unique concept and 
an industry-leading partnership. 

“While partnership working is 
nothing new, the level of collabora¬ 
tion within the West Midlands Bus 
Alliance is believed to be unprece¬ 
dented, where all partners speak 
with a single voice on all bus-related 
issues in the region.” 


A NEW trust that will provide 
children’s social care services in 
Sandwell could be up and run¬ 
ning by summer 2017, it has been 
revealed. 

Plans were implemented in October 
to introduce an independent trust to 
run Sandwell’s children’s social care 
services. 

It followed the announcement in June 
that the council would lose control of ser¬ 
vices for the borough’s children following a 
six-month review which came after an ‘in¬ 
adequate’ Ofsted ranking. 

Since then, the council has been work¬ 
ing closely and at pace with commissioner 
Malcolm Newsam and the Department for 
Education (DfE) to agree detailed proposals 
about how the trust will work. 

Council bosses now say that ‘significant 
progress’ has been made on the proposals 
and a report is set to go before the coun¬ 
cil’s cabinet. It provides details about which 
functions within children’s services will be 
transferred to the trust and sets out the 
aim for the new trust to ‘go live’ by sum¬ 
mer 2017. 

Positive 

The report sets out the vision for the 
trust to ‘measurably improve the lives of 
children and their families in Sandwell 
with a focus on ensuring a positive impact 
on those children most in need of protection 
and care’. 

Councillor Simon Hackett, Sandwell’s 
cabinet member for children’s services, 
said: “We have been working at great speed 
to bring forward proposals for the new 
trust. The aspiration is to make sure it is a 
centre of social work excellence focused on 
improving the lives of vulnerable children. 
The aim is for the trust to be in operation 
by next summer.” 

The report also states that council em¬ 
ployees moving to the trust will be subject 
to a TUPE transfer which was not the 
council’s preferred option. 


JEWELLERY IS FOR T IFF. 

NOT JUST FOR CHRISTMAS 


Ml 


Pay 
Weekly 
Until 
Christmas 

(T&C Apply) 


Gold Jewellery Sold by Weight 
Large stock of 9ct Gold 


Fwe buy 
f all Gold, 
i Silver and 
coins 


»Rings • Watches 

► Belcher Chains and Bracelets 

► Curb Chains and Bracelets 

► Hoop Earrings 

► Diamonds 


<rv'7i 



9ct gold scrap price £10.25 price 6/12/16 

WE PAY MORE FOR RESELLABLE JEWELLERY 


Best rates and pay no commission on all foreign currency 
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LED Christmas 
Indoor/ 
Outdoor 
140 lights 


Johnstone’s Brilliant White 
lOltr 


Dulux 1.25 Itr Brilliant White 
Non Drip/Once Gloss 


Spinning 
Glitter Trees 


Reindeer, Indoor/ 
Outdoor LED 
Light Up 


Father Christmas Ornaments 


Wooden Christmas Village Scene, 
Musical/Revolving 


De-icer 

Professional 

600ml 


GRIP 


Grip It Stockists 
World’s Strongest 
Plasterboard Fixing 


Real Christmas 
Trees 
Potted 5ft 

from £ I 5.99 

Stumped 6ft, 

7ft, 8ft £ 15.99 


Batteries Panasonic. 
All sizes 4 pack £ I 


Duracell AA, 
AAA, 8 pack 

£3.99 


MARXMAN 


Marxman Stockist 

(as seen on BBC I Dragons Den) 


Londonderry 

Hardware 


270 Londonderry Lane 
Smethwick B67 7EW 
0121 565 2732 
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Price rise on 
admission to farm 

ADMISSION prices at Sandwell Park Farm are to rise 
from January, it has been revealed. 

The daily rate at the West Bromwich attraction will 
increase by lOp to £2.60. A family ticket, for two adults 
and three children, will go up by 50p to £10. 

Sandwell Council bosses said they were reluctant to 
increase the daily charge by any more than lOp as they 
did not want to risk impacting visitor numbers, particu¬ 
larly given the recent introduction of parking charges at 
Sandwell Valley Country Park. A report to the council’s 
cabinet said: “To retain visitor numbers to Sandwell 
Park Farm despite the new parking charges we have 
kept the admission fees into Sandwell Park Farm at a 
minimum increased fee of an additional lOp.” 

Ward councillors accepted that the move was a difficult 
decision to make but the council needed to make savings. 
Councillor Bawa Dhallu, of West Bromwich Central, 
said: “The problem is central government keep making 
cuts. Sandwell Council is trying to save as much money 
as possible. I understand these are difficult decisions but 
on the other hand something needs to be done.” 




Dudley Hippodrome on Castle Hill, which now needs a £5m refurbishment 


Campaigners get theatre 
keys as deal signed off 


DUDLEY Hippodrome is now in the 
hands of the campaigners who saved 
it from the bulldozers after a deal to 
hand over the keys was finally com¬ 
pleted. Work to transform the his¬ 
toric venue, which will see it reopen 
to the public as a theatre for the first 
time in half a century, can now be¬ 
gin after a lease agreed with Dudley 
Council was signed off. 

Preparations to refurbish the 
iconic building will now get under 
way with architects expected to be 
brought in over the coming days. 

It marks an extraordinary 
achievement for members of the 
Black Country Hippodrome group, 
which formed to save the building 
when it appeared it was about to 
disappear from Dudley forever. The 
group needs to raise around £5 mil¬ 
lion to make dream of reopening the 
Hippodrome as a theatre a reality. 


The building, which played host 
to the likes of Ken Dodd and Bob 
Monkhouse in its heyday, is in need 
of a complete overhaul having been 
closed for seven years after it was 
last used as a bingo hall. 

It has not been a theatre since 
1960s. It is hoped it will be back 
hosting events by 2020. The agree¬ 
ment with the council had been on 
the verge of completion for weeks 
but was held up by various legal 
complications. 

Steve Daniels, from Black Country 
Hippodrome, who led negotiations 
with council bosses, said he was de¬ 
lighted the deal had been finalised. 

He said: “We are thrilled to sign 
the lease and can now move forward. 
It has been a long old slog and I have 
to thank the Friends of the Dudley 
Hippodrome who kept it in the lime¬ 
light for four years.” 



NEW 


Vet Surgery 



VETS4PETS - We’re expanding, still th& 
same friendly team offering excellent 
veterinary care at affordadle'ionces. 


✓ Operating Theatre 

✓ Digital Xray 

✓ Inhouse 
Laboratory 

✓ Hospital Ward 

✓ Dentistry 

✓ Nurse Clinics 

✓ Isolation facilities 

✓ On-site Parking 


✓ 1 0 % Discount for 
VIP/Emergency 
Services/NHS/ 
OAP’s vacc4life 
(cat/dog/rabbit) £49 

%/ Open 7 days a 
week 

✓ Open for routine 
appointments and 
emergencies 


FIRST CONSULTATION 
FREE OF CHARGE 

CALL NOW 


TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR SPECL 
OPENING OFFER VACCINATION 

FOR LIFE tACk 

(cat/dog/rabbit) 


f WEST BROMWICH 



Telephone: 0121 567 3250 

or visit: vets4pets.com/westbromich 
VETS4PETS, WEST BROMWICH 
139 Hill Top, West Bromwich B70 ORZ 
or visit our sister practices at 

Vets4Pets inside 

Piittwig youn/ pet {but 

Call us on 01384 480 698 or visit: vets4pets.com/merry-hill d 


Vets4Pets 

Piittli/ig ijotut pet foiit 


Vets4Pets Merry Hill 
Inside Pets at Home 


Companion 

Carevetsf ms ' <te 


Companion Care Oldbury 
Inside Pets at Home 


Call us on 0121 270 2282 or visit ccvets.co.uk/oldbury 


Postcode 
bonanza 
as families 
scoop £3m 


CHRISTMAS has come early for more than 
100 Postcode Lottery winners from West 
Bromwich who have scooped a share of 
£3,000,000. 

Lucky residents sharing a B70 postcode which cov¬ 
ers streets in and around the town centre, walked 
away with huge cheques - and smiles to match. 

In total, 103 players of the People’s Postcode Lottery 


shared the cash prizes, with 
individual winnings ranging 
from £20,224 to a whopping 
£436,002. 

But when they attended a 
party at Domain Plaza Hall 
in Lombard Street West at 
the weekend no-one knew 
how much they had won - 
as the actual amounts had 
been kept a surprise until 
the big day. 

Terrence Horton, a 
semi-retired pipe fitter, who 
played with two tickets, 
walked away with the big¬ 
gest prize after the full win¬ 
ning postcode was revealed. 

The 60-year-old, who 
went to the party with his 
partner Pauline Withers, 
said he was shocked when 
he found out. 

Subscription 

He added: “It didn’t seem 
real to me from the moment 
the People’s Postcode Lot¬ 
tery got in touch to say our 
area was going to win a cash 
prize. 

“I’ve been playing for 
about 18 months and it was 
only in July this year that 
I upped my subscription to 
two tickets and I am so de¬ 
lighted I did.” 

Other winners at the 
party were sisters Jill Harri¬ 
son, 58, and Sue Haynes, 56, 


By Jordan Harris 

who both scooped £20,224. 
They didn’t even know each 
other played the People’s 
Postcode Lottery until they 
arrived at the party. 

Jill said: “When we real¬ 
ised how much we’d both 
won, we just looked at each 
other and shared a hug. 

“We both had tears in our 
eyes. It’s so great that we 
got to share this experience 
together.” 

The winners weren’t 
the only lucky ones from 
West Bromwich. Kam Bee, 
43, from West Bromwich 
scooped a £25,000 cash 
prize after her postcode was 
drawn as a winner of the 
Street Prize. 

She was presented with 
her cheque by lottery am¬ 
bassador and TV presenter 
Matt Johnson. 

It costs £10 per month to 
take part and players play 
with their postcodes to win 
cash prizes while raising 
money for charities and 
good causes. 

A minimum of 30 per cent 
goes directly to charities and 
players have raised £154.8 
million. 


Pub demolition so 
homes can go up 

A PUB will be knocked down to make way for new homes 
after planning bosses gave the green light. 

The Leopard Inn on Dudley Road, Sedgley, will be de¬ 
molished and eight new houses will be built in its place. 
Ward councillors welcomed the move because it will pro¬ 
vide homes for people. 

Councillor Dean Perks, of Upper Gornal and Woodsetton 
ward, said: “The pub has been on its way for a few years. 
Whilst I would like the little local pubs to stay open, the 
Leopard was not sustainable. 

“To build affordable homes I have no objection to really. 
We need to get more homes. And the homes will be afforda¬ 
ble. The houses will feature solar panels on the roof. I wel¬ 
come this and I think all new homes should be built with 
this provision.” 

The pub, located on Dudley Road, dates back to the early 
1800s and is considered a landmark to Upper Gornal. 



























Stoch Vp, fyoti With 'hjousi Jlocai ninl&i State 

A O A I mil An 1 MY SPECIAL OFFERS 

KJyll U 11 11 11 I W\ Saturday 10th December 2016 

B B ™ Between 12-5 Buffet & Sadlers Ale Tasting 

MANY OTHER OFFERS IN STORE UNTIL 31ST DECEMBER 2016 
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334 Londonderry Road, Oldbury B68 9NB 

Tel:0121 552 3270 


OPENING HOURS Mon-Sat:10.30am-10.30pm Sun:11.00am-10.00 
Limits may apply 



FLETCHERS DRINKS 

31 Drew Road, Pedmore, Stourbridge DY9 OUU 


if ^ Tel:01384 379508 


OPENING HOURS Mon-Sat 10.00am-9.00pm Sunday 11.00am-9.00pm 
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Sidhu Pharmacy is situated next door 
to the new Lidl Superstore at 369-371 II 
High Street, West Bromwich. ^ 

121553 3258 


Christine offers a smile 
as first point of contact 


NHS HEROES 

ONCE again we focus some of 
our time on the quiet heroes of 
the NHS, from a wide variety of 
backgrounds doing a wide varie 
ty of jobs. 

Sandwell and West Birming¬ 
ham Hospitals NHS Trust is one 
of the Black Country’s largest 
NHS organisations. 

It employs 7,500 people, many 
of whom live locally. 

Last year, the trust provides 
care from 150 locations. 

This week we highlight: 

CHRISTINE PROVINCE 

Ward services receptionist 



SHE’S been the smiling face 
that greets patients at a 
Black Country hospital for 
nearly 17 years. 

But Christine Province’s career 
in the NHS very nearly didn’t 
happen when she started out in 
the world of work as a school cook. 

The ward services receptionist, has 
become a familiar face at Rowley Regis 
Hospital that patients and staff have 
all come to know and love. 

However, it’s a stark contrast from 
her beginnings as a chef for children. 

“Let’s just say I wasn’t very good at 
it,” laughed Christine, aged 53, from 
Halesowen. “I started training to be a 
cook for schools in Dudley. But I was 
soon told ‘this wasn’t the job for me’. 
So I left. Afterwards I worked for a pri¬ 
vate company in accounts, but what I 
really wanted was to be a secretary. I 
went back to do an intensive course 
and finally found the job at Rowley 
through the job centre. 

Friendly 

“I was so excited about working for 
the NHS. And this is where I have 
stayed ever since.” 

With her infectious smile it’s hard 
not to warm to Christine, who is driven 
by her passion to deliver a friendly 
and helpful service to those she comes 
into contact with at the Sandwell and 
West Birmingham Hospitals NHS 
Trust site. The morning receptionist 
explained: “You meet some wonderful 
people working here, whether it’s the 
patients coming through the doors, or 
the staff. 

“I like dealing with and helping 
people and there are a lot of regulars 
who come in and we have a chat be¬ 
fore they go off to their appointments. 
Sometimes I’ll find that a patient may 
not know where they are going, so I’ll 
show them to the department they are 
looking for.” 


In fact so good is Christine and the 
rest of the ward services team at their 
jobs, that they were recognised for 
their great work when they won the 
customer care gong at the SWBH Staff 
Awards several years ago. 

Attending the glittering awards cer¬ 
emony is her career highlight. “When 
we were first told that we were nom¬ 
inated, it was all very exciting,” she 
recalled. “And then when they an¬ 
nounced we had won, I was elated. It 
was so nice for us all.” 

Christine works very closely with 
her colleagues, who she said are an 
endless tower of strength and support. 
She added: “There are some wonderful 
people who work here on ward services 
and there’s a real sense of family.” 

So strong are the ties between 
Christine and her colleagues, that she 
names three of them, Dena Deeley, 
Janet Hall and Christine Mallaber as 
her very own heroes. “They all work 
with me and offer me a tremendous 


amount of support in so many differ¬ 
ent ways,” she said. 

Christine’s job involves meeting and 
greeting patients, working through 
admin and updating colleagues with 
what is going on. 

She also deals with room bookings, 
car parking permits, and table top 
sales in reception. 

When Christine isn’t behind her 
reception desk at the hospital, she 
keeps busy by singing in the Circuit 
Ladies Choir for Shortcross Methodist 
Church, in Halesowen. 

“I joined the choir in 1999 and we 
perform songs from the shows on the 
church circuit. “My sister Janet sings 
with me and we even got to perform to¬ 
gether in a duet of the song ‘Sisters’.” 

As well as singing, Halesowen-born 
Christine also looks after her husband 
David, who suffers from disabilities. 

The couple enjoy holidaying by the 
sea, with Blackpool and Weston-Su- 
per-Mare being particular favourites. 


r A M P L I F T 

Struggling to get noticed? 

Broadcast 
your brand 

Build brand awareness and increase traffic to your website with an Amplify package. 
To find out more go to www.mnadigital.co.uk/amplify or call 01902 504512 

MNA DIGITAL 

51-53 Queen Street, Wolverhampton WV1 1ES | 01902 504512 | www.mnadigital.co.uk 
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Booking up 
for festive 
library fun 

WITH Christmas fast approaching 
there’s something for everyone at 
Sandwell libraries. There’ll be craft 
and story sessions for children, and 
quizzes and coffee mornings for ad¬ 
ults at every library during December. 

Some of the highlights are as fol¬ 
lows: Monday December 12 - Under 
5s Christmas Party at Hamstead Li¬ 
brary, Tanhouse Centre, Great Barr 
from 10.30am-11.30am. 

Wednesday December 14 - Christ¬ 
mas Choral at Great Bridge Library, 
Sheepwash Lane, from 7pm-9pm. 

Thursday December 15 - Christmas 
Fun Quiz at Glebefields Library, St 
Marks Road, Tipton from 7pm-9pm. 
Cost is £4 for a team of four, enter by 
calling the library on 0121 557 8641. 

Saturday December 17 - Christ¬ 
mas musical showcase at Thimblemill 
Library, Smethwick from 12.30pm- 
2.30pm. Christmas carols with the 
Bearwood Songsters and the Chil¬ 
dren’s Ukulele Music Group. For a 
full list of activities and events in 
libraries this Christmas, please visit 
www.sandwell.gov.uk/libraries, ‘like’ 
‘Sandwell Libraries’ on Facebook and 
foll ow @sandwelllibs on Twitter. 

Bath tragedy for 
woman aged 85 

A WOMAN drowned in the bath after 
one of her toes got stuck in a hand¬ 
rail and she fell into water, an inquest 
heard. A niece of Irene Franks, found 
her face down in the bath. 

The 85-year-old lived alone at her 
home in Millwright Close, Tipton but 
was visited daily by her family and 
regularly by carers. She was found in 
the bath at about 10am on November 
26 after the big toe of her left foot be¬ 
came stuck. Emergency services were 
called but she could not be resusci¬ 
tated. 

Senior Black Country coroner Zafar 
Siddique ruled Mrs Franks death was 
accidental. 


Cost of dying to increase 
with plans from borough 


Crematorium donates £4,300 to Sands 



Nathalya Kennedy, of Sands, with Deputy Council Leader Councillor Syeda Khatun and Clare Price 


SANDWELL Council’s crematorium 
service has donated more than £4,300 
to a charity supporting families who 
have lost babies to stillbirth and ne¬ 
onatal death. 

Representatives from the Sands 
charity accepted the cheque from the 
council’s deputy leader, Councillor 
Syeda Khatun. The donation to the 
charity is from the money raised by 
recycling metals left behind after cre¬ 
mations - such as hip and knee joints. 

The council is part of a national re¬ 
cycling scheme run by the Institute of 


Cemetery and Crematorium Manage¬ 
ment. When the metal is recycled, the 
scheme sends the council money to 
donate to a charity of its choice. The 
recycled metal is then used to make 
new implants. The money donated 
will be put towards Sands’ work which 
includes supporting anyone affected 
by the death of a baby, working with 
health professionals to make sure be¬ 
reaved parents get the best care and 
promoting and funding research to 
prevent the loss of babies’ lives. 

Sandwell Council’s deputy leader 


and cabinet member for neighbour¬ 
hoods and communities Councillor 
Syeda Khatun said: “Many people 
won’t know that it’s an option to help 
a charity by recycling these metals. 
Historically, these items were buried 
in the grounds of the crematorium. 
However, with changes to the rules on 
how metal has to be disposed of, people 
realised these items could be recycled 
while raising money for charity.” 

Call 07709 425001, email support@ 
birminghamsands.org.uk or go to 
www.birminghamsands.org.uk 


THE cost of dying is to rise in Sandwell - with charges for 
burials, cremations and coffins all going up. Adult burials will 
rise by £36 and cremations £26 in a move which is expected 
to make the cash-strapped authority an extra £160,000. 

Council bosses are proposing increasing fees for deaths and marriag¬ 
es by four per cent from January 1. They said ‘inflationary pressures’ 
and the need to make savings following Government funding cuts 


meant prices needed to increase. 

An adult burial would be £937, 
while the burial of a child aged under 
16 would rise by £14 to £373. Burials 
for stillborn babies would increase by 
£3.87 to £100.59. Adult cremations 
will now cost £682 and the price of 
cremating a child will rise by £4.70 to 
£122. The cost of a wooden casket will 
rise by £2.58 to £67, under plans. 

Council chiefs insisted funeral 
prices would remain among the lowest 
in the Black Country, despite the pro¬ 
posed rise in prices. 

A new ‘affordable’ funeral package 
aimed at families struggling to meet 
funeral costs was recently unveiled. 
The cost of a cremation at Sandwell 
Valley and Rowley Regis crematori¬ 
ums, including a coffin and funeral 
service with a minister, is £1,595. 

Sandwell Council’s deputy leader 
Councillor Syeda Khatun said: “No 
decision to increase charges is taken 
lightly, but in the face of increas¬ 
ing government cuts to the council’s 
budget, we have no other option.” 

The authority has unveiled a raft of 
price increases elsewhere, including at 
its allotments. 

From January, a plot will set 
Sandwell residents back £50, a rise of 
£15. People living outside the borough 
will have to pay £100. 

Bosses said the price hike at allot¬ 
ments was down to huge demand. 
Community groups will also have to 
pay more to hire out the borough’s 
town halls. 


Sense group 
in call for 
breaks help 

DISABLED charity Sense are calling 
for volunteers from the West Mid¬ 
lands to help out with their short 
breaks for disabled children. 

Launching in February, the short 
breaks will see 30 children and young 
people experience up to three separate 
trips over 12 months. The programme 
has been praised for the respite it pro¬ 
vides to families, and vital develop¬ 
mental benefits for the participants. 

The breaks are designed to offer 
the children the chance to make new 
friends, increase their independence 
and try new activities, such as music 
workshops, outdoor trails and cookery 
classes. 

Eleanor Coker, holiday operations 
manager at Sense, said: “The holidays 
take place in locations close to Bir¬ 
mingham, so we are making a special 
call-out for volunteers interested in 
supporting children and young people 
from their local communities.” 

To volunteer, visit www.sense.org. 
uk or call 020 7520 0962 or email 
shortbreaks @ sense. org.uk. 



DUDLEY FLORAL 

Open every day until Christmas 


Great choice of Wreaths, Large range of silk 
Crosses and Chaplets flowers from £1.00 


K BREAKING NEWS 
• \ Fresh Holly Wreaths 

Ready Now 

^ £5.00 


15 Wolverhampton Street, Dudley DY1 1DB 
Next to THdent Centre Car Park 

Tel: 01384 918137 

www.dudleyfloral.co.uk 
f Find us on facebook dudleyfloral 
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casHLine • • 

PAWNBROKERS 


PM 


NEED 

CASH 


in £ 5 0Voan 


CASH LENT ON GOLD 


OPPOSITE WEST BROMWICH 


Pay 8.5% per month interest (APR 128%) 

Written details on request 

0121 525 8133 

www.cashlinepawnbrokers.co.uk 
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Happy Days Early Years ... 


Caring, sharing andjle?rningtogether| 



ar 15 hours fre\ 

places available 
from January for 
2 ' 3 * 4 yr old 
children. 


and confirm your child's place 


St.Hilda's Church, Abbey Road, Smethwick. B67 5NQ 
Happydaysearlyyearsnursery@yahoo.com 

0121 382 4083 / 07803 559104 


There is one small job that you have 
been meaning to do for years - 

Make Your Wil 



oni, £ 85.00 (no VAT to pay] 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills. 

Single Wills £90.00 (no VAT to j 

A home visit at a convenient tin 

For information and appointmem calL 

0845 678 7010 

Mobile: 07771 992717 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and Guardiapshij^Trusts 

Members of the Society of Will Writers 

Goodwills i 



C&T DOORS & 
WINDOWS Ltd 


rSAL.1^ 

Now 

L fuM 


5 


Unglazed/Glazed Upvc Doors 
from £349 FULLY FITTED 


3mtr x 3mtr 
EDWARDIAN 
CONSERVATORY 

from £4500 | 
NEW OFFER 

French/Patio Doors 
FULLY FITTED 

from £649 


| FULLY FITTED within 2 weeks For a service you can trust \ 

MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 

New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock *Steel Reinforced 

www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 

email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


Takeover to see 200 jobs at Carcraft 



The Carcraft premises, which is situated between Darlaston and Wednesbury 


TWO hundred jobs will be created in 
the Black Country after the former 
Carcraft site was bought by a car sales 
giant, it can be revealed. Trade Centre 
Wales has taken over the 13-acre site 
in Wednesbury, which closed following 
the collapse of Carcraft last year, and 
will open a new showroom. 

Chairman Mark Bailey flew into 
Wednesbury on a helicopter recently 
to view the company’s new purchase. 
The firm, which is the largest car seller 
in Wales, confirmed it had bought the 
Carcraft site and would be creating 
200 jobs. 

The deal is a major boost for the 


Black Country following the loss of 
Carcraft, which had been one of the 
most popular used car chains in the 
region for more than a decade. 

The closure of the Darlaston Road 
showroom resulted in the loss of 
around 60 jobs, with 500 going across 
the company as a whole. 

A spokesman for Trade Centre 
Wales said: “I can confirm Trade Cen¬ 
tre Wales has acquired the site owned 
by the UK Car Group.” 

The spokesman added the new 
centre would trade under a different 
brand name, rather than Trade Cen¬ 
tre Wales, to be revealed. An opening 


date for the new centre is also yet to 
be confirmed. 

Business expert Ninder Johal, who 
is a member of the Black Country 
Local Enterprise Partnership, hailed 
the deal. He said: “This is the latest bit 
of good news for the region and is par¬ 
ticularly welcome at this time of year. 

“This also reflects the strong auto¬ 
motive sector that the Black Country 
enjoys, with car sales registrations up 
and a generally very buoyant supply 
chain.” 

Wednesbury councillor Elaine Costi- 
gan said: “It is great that they have 
chosen Wednesbury as their hub.” 


Is your business 
invisible? 


Get seen in search 


As a Bing and Google certifed partner, our team of experts 
can help get your business seen in online search. 

To find out more go to www.mnadigital.co.uk/search or call 01902 504512 


MNA DIGITAL 


51-53 Queen Street, Wolverhampton WV1 1ES | 01902 504512 | www.mnadigital.co.uk 
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Make your home smarter with Samsung. 



It’s your chance to experience how smart your home 
could be through the connected world of Samsung. 


Exclusively in our new Gallagher Retail Park Store, Birmingham. 



( -N 

Currys ( ^ PC World 

-WE START WITH YOU-^ 

J currys.co.uk 



Website offers and prices may vary. All offers subject to availability. DSG Retail Ltd.,1 Portal Way, Acton, London., W3 6RS. Registered in England. No. 504877. 
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CHRISTMAS IS A TIME FOR FAMILY 
RUT I PONT HAVE ONE... 

...50 p could ^ive Viovweless do^s 

like vwe a. Christas 
New Ye<^v dinner 
to w\«.ke u$ 
£eel loved 



- 


DON 

BY TEXT 

XMAS28 £3, £5, £7 
or £10 to 70070* 

CALL 

0121 643 5211 

BY POST 


Historic trophy saved from scrapyard 



With the cup is left, jeweller Aaron Sheldon and Cuttlestones auctioneer Ben Gamble, at Bowjangles, Wednesbury 



Birmingham Dogs Home 
Dark Lane, Cross Green, 
Wolverhampton WV10 7PN 

OR DONATE ONLINE 


www. bir minghamdogshome. org. uk 

Giving stray dogs happier tomorrows 


*Text costs donation plus a standard rate message. Must get bill payer’s permission. Registered Charity No: 222436 


ONE of the oldest trophies in football 
which was contested by early Wolves 
and Albion teams will take its rightful 
place in the National Football Museum 
after being saved from the scrapheap. 

The Wednesbury Charity Cup was 
restored by a Black Country jeweller 
after being brought into his store by 
a customer and has now sold for more 
than £7,000 at auction. 

It pre-dates the Football League and 
was won by both Wolves and Albion 
during the late 19th century. 

Aaron Sheldon, from Wednesbury 
jewellers Bowjangles, admitted he 
thought the cup was a piece of scrap 


when it was first shown to him in a 
worn condition. But he set to work on 
it and soon had it sparkling again. 

The trophy caught the attention 
of the National Football Museum in 
Manchester, which houses some of the 
rarest and most famous football mem¬ 
orabilia. It went under the hammer at 
Cuttlestones auctioneers in Penkridge 
on Friday, selling for £7,250 - more 
than £2,000 above its guide price. The 
sale is also good news for Wednesbury 
football team Wood Green Athletic, 
which is due to receive 15 per cent of 
the sale price. 

Ben Gamble, from Cuttlestones, 


said: “It is an important trophy from 
towards the end of the 19th century. 
All of the main sides in the West Mid¬ 
lands played in it and many won it. It 
is nice that it was saved from being 
scrapped and will go on display to the 
public.” 

The Wednesbury Charity Cup dates 
back to 1880 and was launched as an 
end-of-season competition. The first 
team to win it was Stafford Road. Wal¬ 
sall Town won it in 1886 and two years 
later it was lifted by Wolves. Albion 
then got their hands on it in 1894. The 
competition ran until 1991 when Cra- 
dley Town were the last team to win it. 


r E N U I R E 

Want more customers? 

Generate leads 
for your business 

Get your phone ringing with an Enquire package. 

To find out more go to www.mnadigital.co.uk/enquire or call 01902 504512 

MNA DIGITAL 

51-53 Queen Street, Wolverhampton WV1 1ES | 01902 504512 | www.mnadigital.co.uk 
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Listings for December 9-15 


Matt 

Goss 



Wednesday, 7pm 
02 Academy, Birmingham 
Before joining his brother in a reunited 
Bros next year, Matt brings a festive 
version of his Rat Pack-inspired swing 
show honed over seven years. 

See academymusicgroup.com/o2a 
cademybirmingham 


Ken 

Dodd 



J ~ W 9 

l m>\ 


Saturday, 6.30pm 
Civic Hall, Wolverhampton 
The 89-year-old Liverpudlian comedian 
is celebrating more than 60 years in 
showbiz and promises a tattifelarius 
Christmas Happiness Show...just don’t 
expect to get home early. 

See wolvescivic.co.uk 


Jools Holland and 
his R&B Orchestra 



Wednesday & 

Thursday, 7.30pm 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham 
Boogie into Christmas with piano man 
Jools and his band, featuring Brum’s 
own soul and reggae queen Ruby 
Turner, plus guest Pauline Black. 

See www.thsh.co.uk 


Danielle 
de Niese 



Monday, 1pm 

Recital Hall, Birmingham 

Conservatoire 

Acclaimed as ‘opera’s coolest sopra¬ 
no’, this is a rare intimate venue recital 
from the Australia-born diva who 
found fame at Glyndebourne. 

See thsh.co.uk 


R&B. JAZZ. SOUL- 

BLUES & MOTOWN 

Up4 The Downstroke 

Tonight - tomorrow, 

The Jam House, Birmingham, 
B3 1QU. Call 0121 200 3030 

Crossroads Blues Guests.. 
Steve Ajao Blues Giants 

Tomorrow, 

Tower Of Song, Birmingham, 
B30 3EL. Call 0121 486 1300 

Jools Holland and His 
Rhythm and Blues Orchestra 

Sun, 

Victoria Hall, Hanley, 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST1 3AD. 

Call 0844 871 7649 

Trope 

Sun, 

Glee Club Birmingham, 

The Arcadian Center, 
Birmingham, B5 4TD. 

Call 0871 472 0400 

Jazz Tuesdays 

Tue, 

Spotted Dog, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B12 ONH. 

Call 0121 772 3822 

The Urban Voodoo Machine 

Wed, £14-£16 

The Robin 2, Bilston WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

Live Jazz Broadcast V 

Wed, £4 - £6 

Birmingham Conservatoire, 
Birmingham City University, 
Edgbaston, B3 3HG. 

Call 0121 331 5901 

ROCK 
& METAL 

Jean Genie - The world’s 
Nol tribute to David Bowie 

Tonight, £10-£12 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 

King’s Norton, B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

The Bootleg Beatles 

Tonight, 

Wulfrun Hall, Wolverhampton, 
WV1 1RD. 

Call 01902 552122 

Reef 

Tonight, £19 

Central Station, Wrexham, 

LL11 1SN. 

Call 01978 358780 

The ZZ Tops - The World’s 
#1 ZZ Top Tribute Band 

Tomorrow, £7 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 
King’s Norton, B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

Levellers - Levelling the 
Land 25th Anniversary Tour 

Tomorrow, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 


Absolute Bowie - Celebrating 
the life of David Bowie 

Tomorrow, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

Tearing it up for Xmas - a very 
special event in aid of the 
Scleroderma Society and 
Cancer Research UK 

Sun, £5 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 
King’s Norton, B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

Kula Shaker - The 
20th Anniversary of K 

The 02 Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

Lindisfarne - Christmas Special 

Thu, £20 - £22 

The Robin 2, Bilston WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

The Stones 

Thu, £15 

Theatre on the Steps, Bridgnorth, 
WV16 4BD. 

Call 01746 766477 

RAP & 

HIP HOP 

Rizzle Kicks 

Tonight, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

POP 

70’s v 80’s One Stop Boogie! 
XMAS PARTY NIGHT 

Tonight, £8 

The River Rooms, Stourbridge, 
DY81JN. 

Call 01384 397 177 
or 07986 577 661 

The Sensational 60’s Experience 

Tonight - tomorrow, 

Malvern Theatres, WR14 3HB. 

Call 01684 892277 

The Human League 

Tomorrow, 

Barclaycard Arena, 

Brindleyplace, Birmingham, 

B1 2AA. Call 0121 780 4141 

ABBA - Swede Dreamz - the 
ultimate Christmas party! 

Tomorrow, £8 

The River Rooms, Stourbridge, 
DY81JN. 

Call 01384 397 177 
or 07986 577 661 

Jason Donovan 2016: Ten Good 
Reasons & Greatest Hits Tour 

Tue, 

Victoria Hall, Hanley, 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST 1 3AD. 

Call 0844 871 7649 
and 

Wed, £34.16-£57.12 
Malvern Theatres, WR14 3HB. 

Call 01684 892277 


CLASSICAL 

SOT Festival - 
BBC Philharmonic 

Tonight, 

Victoria Hall, Hanley, 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST 1 3AD. 

Call 0844 871 7649 

University Camerata 

Today, 

The Barber Institute of Fine Arts, 
University of Birmingham, 
Edgbaston, B15 2TS. 

Call 0121 414 7333 

Advent expectation - Lichfield 
Cathedral Chorus concert 

Tomorrow, 

Lichfield Cathedral, WS13 7LD. 
Call 01543 306 100 

An Enchanted Christmas 

Tomorrow, 

St Hilda’s Church, Warley Woods, 
Smethwick, B67 5NQ.. 

Call 0121 429 1384 

FOLK. COUNTRY 

& ACOUSTIC 

Traditional Irish Music 

Mon, 

Spotted Dog, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B12 ONH. 

Call 0121 772 3822 

Kate Rusby at Christmas 

Mon, £15-£21.50 
Malvern Theatres, WR14 3HB. 

Call 01684 892277 

The Dylan Project: Fifty 
years after Blonde on Blonde 

Tue, £17.50-£18.50 

The Robin 2, Bilston WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Sing Political! 

Wed, 

The Prince of Wales Moseley, 
Birmingham, B13 8EE. 

Call 0121 4494198 

Seth Lakeman 

Thu, 

Malvern Theatres, WR14 3HB. 

Call 01684 892277 

COMEDY 

RH Comedy Presents 

Thu, 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 
King’s Norton, B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

Paul Foot: ‘Tis a 
Pity She’s a Piglet 

Tonight, 

The Slade Rooms, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 HR 
Call 01902 552122 

25 Years of Reeves & Mortimer: 
the Poignant Moments 

Tonight, 

Barclaycard Arena, 

Brindleyplace, Birmingham, 

B1 2AA. 

Call 0121 780 4141 


The Ken Dodd 
Christmas Happiness Show 

Tomorrow, 

Wulfrun Hall, Wolverhampton, 
WV1 1RD. 

Call 01902 552122 

Smash Entertainz 

Sun, 

Glee Club Birmingham, 

The Arcadian Center, 

Birmingham, B5 4TD. 

Call 0871 472 0400 

Seann Walsh: One For The Road 

Tue, £14 

Artrix, Bromsgrove, B60 1PQ. 

Call 01527 871580 

Faulty Towers The Dining Expe¬ 
rience 

Tue - Thu, £50 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
Library of Birmingham, B1 2EP 
Call 0121 236 4455 

Comedy 42 Christmas Special 

Thu, 

Lichfield Garrick, WS13 6HR. 

Call 01543 412121 

THEATRE 

Sister Act 

Tonight - tomorrow, 

£33.60 - £44.80 

Malvern Theatres, WR14 3HB. 

Call 01684 892277 

The Nutcracker 

Tonight - Tue, £19 
Birmingham Hippodrome, 

B5 4TB. 

Call 0844 338 5000 

Treasure Island 

Tonight - Thu, 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
Library of Birmingham, B1 2ER 
Call 0121 236 4455 

Keep Dancing 

Tonight - tomorrow, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 338 5000Q 

A Christmas Carol 

Tonight - tomorrow, 

MAC, Cannon Hill Park, 
Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

Aladdin 

Tonight - Thu, 

Hall Green Little Theatre, 
Birmingham, B27 7RY. 

Call 0121 707 1874 

Chicago The Musical 

Mon - Thu, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 338 5000 

A Christmas Wassail 
@ Highbury Hall 2016 

Tue, 

The Crescent Theatre, 
Brindleyplace, Birmingham, 

B16 8AE. 

Call 0121 643 5858 


Beyond the Barricade 

Thu, 

Victoria Hall, Hanley, 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST 1 3AD. 

Call 0844 871 7649 

A Christmas Carol 

Tonight - Thu, 

The Crescent Theatre, 
Brindleyplace, Birmingham, 

B16 8AE. Call 0121 643 5858 

ARTS & 

CULTURE 

Apple Tree Art LIVE 

Sun, 

Glee Club Birmingham, 

The Arcadian Center, 

Birmingham, B5 4TD. 

Call 0871 472 0400 

The Roaring 20s Party 

Tonight - Sun, 

The ICC Birmingham, B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 200 2000 

Silver Stacking Ring Class 

Tomorrow, 

The Quarterworkshop, 
Birmingham, B3 1JP 

See http://jewellerysilversmith 
ingclasses.bigcartel.com/prod 
uct/silver-stacking-rings 

Tudor Christmas 

Tomorrow, 

Blakesley Hall Museum, 
Birmingham, B25 8RN. 

Call 0121 464 2193 

RCTA Christmas Floating Market 

Tomorrow, 

Barclaycard Arena, 

Brindleyplace, Birmingham, 

B1 2AA. Call 0121 780 4141 

Dr Darwin’s 285th Birthday 

Tomorrow, 

Erasmus Darwin House, Lichfield, 
WS13 7AD. Call 01543 306260 

Woodland Elves 

Tomorrow, 

Clent Hills, B62 0NL. 

Call 01562 712 822 

Christmas Reindeer Reeder 

Tomorrow, 

Creative Coffee Hub, 

Birmingham, B29 6HJ. 

Call 01215 727300 

Christmas Market at The Green 

Tomorrow, 

The Green, Meriden Park, 
Birmingham, B37 5TB. 

See http://lineupnow.com/event/ 
christmas-market-at-the-green 

Wire Christmas Decoration 
Making 

Tomorrow, 

Creative Coffee Hub, 

Birmingham, B29 6HJ. 

Call 01215 727300 

Sweet Treats 

Tomorrow, 

Shropshire Hills Discovery 
Centre, Craven Arms, SY7 9RS. 
Call 01588 676060 


Check out full listings in theticket in Friday’s Express & Star 
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It’s Grand panto 
time, oh yes it is! 



The cast of Aladdin will be entertaining thousands of panto fans during their winter residency at the Grand Theatre 


IT’S panto time at Wolver¬ 
hampton Grand Theatre with 
Aladdin set to be the venue’s 
biggest pantomime to date. 

Running from Saturday, December 
10, to Sunday, January 22, the festive 
family show has pop and stage star 
Joe McElderry as Aladdin and one 
of TV’s Loose Women, Lisa Riley, as 
Slave Of The Ring. 

Also in the cast is children’s favour¬ 
ite Ben Faulks - CBeebies’ Mr Bloom 
- who will play the Policeman. Brit¬ 
ain’s Got Talent soprano Lucy Kay 
is Princess Jasmine, whilst internet 
sensation and Black Country come¬ 


dienne Doreen appears as the Lazy 
Empress Of China. 

The glittering production features 
Ian Adams as Widow Twankey, Adam 
C Booth as Wishee Washee and Neal 
Wright as the Genie Of The Lamp. 

Aladdin reunites Joe with Lucy 
after they received acclaim for their 
performances as Joseph and the Nar¬ 
rator in Joseph And The Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat on tour. 

The 2009 X Factor winner Joe will 
be marking his fourth year perform¬ 
ing in pantomime. The 25-year-old 
singer said: “I’ve heard Aladdin’s one 
of the best pantos. There’s lots going 
on. I like the variety. 


“I was obsessed with panto from 
about the age of four. I went every 
year with my family in South Shields 
and I desperately wanted to be part of 
it one day - the costumes, the dance 
routines, people throwing pies at each 
other. 

“I can honestly say it’s my favour¬ 
ite time of the year. I have a blast.” 

He added: “This year there’s a huge 
cast to have fun with, including Lisa 
Riley and Ben Faulks - and Doreen’s 
great!” 

Tickets can be booked in person at 
the Lichfield Street theatre, by tele¬ 
phone on 01902 42 92 12 or online at 
the grandtheatre.co.uk website. 



Paris goes 
to Chicago 

“MURDER, greed, corruption, exploitation, adultery and 
treachery - all those things we hold near and dear to our 
hearts”... so begins the Broadway and West End hit musi¬ 
cal, Chicago, which is providing the alternative to panto in 
Birmingham this festive season. 

The UK tour comes back to the Midlands for an extended 
stay from Monday to New Year’s Eve at the New Alexandra 
Theatre. 

This latest production of Kander and Ebb’s razzle dazzle 
jazz age musical, set in the roaring 1920s with dangerous 
dames and shyster lawyers, stars EastEnders actor John 
Partridge as slick brief Billy Flynn. Dancing on Ice winner, 
Emmerdale and Coronation Street star Hayley Tamaddon 
plays raunchy Roxie Hart and soul singer Mica Paris is cell 
block matriarch ‘Mama’ Morton. 

Mica has a top ten hit in 1988 with My One Temptation 
and went on to work with artists such as Alexander O’Neal, 
James Morrison and Jools Holland, before embarking on a 
musical theatre career. She is taking over in the role from 
Sam Bailey, who played ‘Mama’ Morton when Chicago was 
staged at Wolverhampton Grand earlier this year, and most 
recently from EastEnders actress Jessie Wallace. 

For tickets see www.atgtickets.com/venues/new-alexan- 
dra-theatre-birmingham or call 0844 871 3011. 


Blonde on Blonde 
revisited in Bilston 

GET ready for some classic folk- 
rock as the festive season hits 
top gear. 

Steve Gibbons, Dave Pegg 
and several other luminaries of 
the Midlands music scene bring 
The Dylan Project to the Robin 
2 in Bilston on Tuesday with a 
special gig featuring every song 
from the Nobel Prize winner’s 
Blonde on Blonde album. Then 
on Thursday, December 15, the 
same venue hosts a Christmas 
special from folk-rock legends 
Lindisfarne. Both shows are 
seated. 

Meanwhile, Midlands melodic 
rock masters Magnum give their 
fans an early Christmas treat at 
the Wulfrun Hall on Saturday. 


Red Hot rock to 
melt your baubles 

NOT everything is jingle bells, 
there is a rock alternative. 

Funky rockers Red Hot Chili 
Peppers turn up the heat at the 
NEC’s Genting Arena on Sat¬ 
urday and Sunday nights. Korn 
and Limp Bizkit are a formida¬ 
ble double bill at the Barclay- 
card Arena on December 15. 

Twenty years on from their 
acclaimed debut Fuzzy Logic, 
Welsh mavericks Super Furry 
Animals are still producing 
great outsider pop-rock and are 
at the 02 Institute in Digbeth 
on Saturday. The same venue 
hosts US hard rockers Bear- 
tooth on Sunday and the return 
of psychedelic Britpoppers Kula 
Shaker on Monday. 


Beatles, Stones 
and Beach Boys 

SEVERAL top tribute bands 
are bringing their sound-alike 
shows to the region. 

The Doors Alive will aim to 
light your fire at Birmingham’s 
02 Academy tomorrow (Friday), 
the same night that The Boot¬ 
leg Beatles play Wolverhampton 
Civic Hall. 

On Saturday Ultimate Eagles 
mark 40 years of Hotel Califor¬ 
nia at Bilston’s Robin 2, whilst 
the 02 Academy hosts Absolute 
Bowie. 

Ten-piece Beach Boys tribute 
Surf’s Up are at Bridgnorth’s 
Theatre on the Steps on Satur¬ 
day and the Shropshire venue 
hosts The Stones on Thursday, 
December 15. 



NOWON! 


O0O 


HUGE savings on all of our January and February 
2017 packages including dining and entertaining! 



JOIN US AT PERRY BARR DOGS BOOK NOW 

PERRYB rr:: B rr R0AD lovethedogs.co.uk 



/ DAY CARVERY 

^ £3.89 Monday - Saturday • £5.99 Sunday 

FUNCTION ROOM FOR... 

WEDDING RECEPTIONS, 

BIRTHDAY PARTIES, ANNIVERSARIES AND FUNERALS 
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CHOICE 



Dermot O'Leary 


The X Factor 
(ITV, 8pm) 

Weeks of lively auditions, 
gruelling boot camps and nerve- 
jangling live shows come to a 
head, in the first instalment of 
the annual talent show's grand 
final. The three remaining 
would-be pop-stars face yet 
another showdown, as judges 
Simon Cowell, Louis Walsh, 
Nicole Scherzinger and Sharon 
Osbourne deliver their verdict 
on each act's performance one 
final time. Taking to the stage 
alongside a surprise guest 
performer, the acts sing two 
songs each in front of an 
audience of thousands at 
Wembley Arena. The act with 
the lowest public-vote figures 
faces the gut-churning prospect 
of bowing out in third place, 
while the remainingtwo goon 
to battle it out in the second 
stage of the final. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 James Martin - Home 
Comforts at Christmas. (R) 12.00 
Football Focus. 1.00 BBC News; 

Weather. 1.15 Regional Programme. 
2.00 Christmas Supermarket Secrets. 

(R) 3.00 Escape to the Continent. (R) 
4.00 Final Score. 5.10 Celebrity 
Mastermind. (R) 5.40 BBC News. 5.50 
Regional Programme. 

6.00 Pointless Celebrities. (R) 

6.50 Strictly Come Dancing. Tensions 
reach their highest point yet as the 
four remaining pro-celebrity duos 
enter the semi-finals of the annual 
dancing competition. With three 
places in the grand final up for 
grabs, the two performers who 
emerge from today’s contest with 
the highest scores will instantly 
progress to the next round, while 
the bottom two face the prospect 
of a nerve-racking dance-off. 

While there has been no shortage 
of drama throughout this year’s 
contest, including Will Young’s 
shock withdrawal early on in the 
competition, and Peter Kay’s 
divisive guest appearance during 
the live Blackpool show, all this 
will pale into insignificance as the 
remaining stars take to the stage 
in an effort to claim a place in the 
grand final. 

8.10 Michael McIntyre’s Big Show. 

Rick Astley, Al Porter and Oily 
Murs perform on stage at 
London’s Theatre Royal, and 
Olympic swimmer Rebecca 
Adlington hands her phone to the 
host for Send To All. 

9.10 Casualty. A riot at a department 
store on Christmas Eve results in a 
trip to the ED for miserly boss 
Larry. Meanwhile, Duffy’s 
estranged husband Ryan tries to 
repair his fractured marriage. 

10.00The National Lottery Live. Gaby 
Roslin presents as the all- 
important winning Lotto and 
Thunderball numbers are revealed, 
with comedian Miles Jupp doing 
the honours and pushing the 
buttons. 

10.10 BBC News; Weather. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents; National Lottery Update. 

11.50 The NFL Show. Mark Chapman 
looks at the major stories shaping 
the NFL world. 

12.20 Film: Hard Rain. (1998)1.50 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.55 BBC 
News. 


BBC2 

6.25 Film: The Big Sky. (1952) 8.25 
Film: Build My Gallows High. (1947) 
10.00 Secret Britain. (R) 11.00 Homes 
Underthe Hammer. (R) 12.00 Hairy 
Bikers’ Best of British. (R) 1.00 Best 
Bakes Ever. 1.30 Film: Lust for Life. 
(1956) Biopic of Van Gogh, starring Kirk 
Douglas. 3.30 Flog It! (R) 4.10 Natural 
World. (R) 5.00 Film: Nativity! (2009) 
Comedy, starring Martin Freeman. 

6.40 Operation Snow Tiger. Part one of 
two. The Siberian tiger is one of 
Earth’s rarest and most elusive 
animals, with as few as 300 
remaining. Liz Bonnin travels to 
the frozen forests of the far east of 
Russia to help a team of scientists 
whose goal is to uncover the 
hidden world of this mysterious 
predator, determine why their 
numbers are declining and see if 
anything can be done to improve 
their fortunes. (R) 

7.40 Grand Tours of the Scottish 
Islands. The Inner Hebrides 
islands of Gigha and Jura which, 
despite their close proximity, could 
not be more different - one being 
lush and verdant, the other rugged 
and awe-inspiring. 

8.10 Dad’s Army. Lance Corporal Jones 
takes the plunge and decides to 
make an honest woman of Mrs 
Fox. Last-ever episode of the 
comedy, starring Arthur Lowe. (R) 

8.45 Walt Disney - Part One. Part one 
of two. Documentary exploring the 
life and legacy of Walt Disney, 
beginning with his early animated 
work, and the success of Snow 
White and the Seven Dwarfs. 

9.45 Rauschenberg-American Art 
Pioneer. Alastair Sooke visits the 
east coast of the US to profile 
Robert Rauschenberg, the 
influential American artist who 
bridged the gap between the 
abstract expressionism and pop¬ 
art. 

10.45 Andy Parsons: Slacktivist. A 

stand-up performance by the 
Mock the Week panellist recorded 
over two nights at Harrogate 
Theatre in North Yorkshire during 
his I’ve Got a Shed tour in 2013. 
(R) 

11.45 Film: In the Dark Half. (2012) 
Premiere. A teenager is distraught 
when the boy she was babysitting 
dies, and believes his spirit is 
haunting her. Horror, starring 
Jessica Barden. 

1.05 Film: Jackpot. (2011) 2.25 This Is 
BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. (R) 6.20 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.35 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 6.40 Thunderbirds Are 
Go. (R) 7.00 Super 4. (R) 7.15 Oddbods. 
(R) 7.25 Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.30 
Scrambled!: Nerds & Monsters. (R) 7.50 
Scrambled!: Horrid Henry. (R) 8.10 
Scrambled!: The Powerpuff Girls. (R) 

8.30 Scrambled!: Be Cool, Scooby-Doo! 
9.05 Scrambled!: Adventure Time. (R) 

9.25 ITV News. 9.30 Film: Carry On 
Don’t Lose Your Head. (1966) 11.15 
Judge Rinder. (R) 12.15 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.25 Cash Trapped. (R) 1.30 
Film: Death on the Nile. (1978) Agatha 
Christie mystery, with Peter Ustinov. 

4.10 Thunderbirds Are Go. 4.35 The 
Chase. (R) 5.35 Regional Programme; 
Weather.5.45 ITV News; Weather. 

6.00 Tipping Point: Lucky Stars. Ben 

Shephard invites celebrities to 
take part in a special edition of the 
quiz show, in which contestants 
Rufus Hound, Nadia Sawalha and 
JB Gill answer questions to win 
turns on an arcade-style machine. 
Dropping tokens down a choice of 
four chutes, they hope to knock 
piles of them off a moving shelf - 
and the more they collect, the 
better their chances of collecting 
the £20,000 prize for their selected 
charity. (R) 

7.00 Go for It. Stephen Mulhern 
presents a special edition of the 
talent-based game show, this time 
giving members of the public a 
chance to take on previous 
contributors in a battle of one- 
upmanship. Should the 
competitors successfully pull off 
their implausible stunts, they 
stand a chance of winning a 
£1,000 prize, and a guest star has 
been lined up to make an 
appearance. 

8.00 The X Factor. Dermot O'Leary 
presents the first of two grand final 
shows, in which the three 
remaining acts battle it out to 
determine to avoid ending the 
contest in third place. 

10.05The Jonathan Ross Show. Paul 
Hollywood, Miranda Hart, Keira 
Knightley, Kylie Minogue and 
David Walliams join Jonathan for 
festive fun. Last in the series. 

11.10 ITV News; Weather. 

11.25 Film: Senna. (2010) Documentary 
exploring the life of Formula One 
world champion Ayrton Senna. 

1.20 Jackpot247. 3.00 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.10 Gillette World Sport. 6.40 ITERA 
Expedition Race Ireland. 7.05 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 7.30 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 7.55 Frasier. (R) 
8.25 Frasier. (R) 9.00 The Morning Line. 
10.00 The Big Bang Theory. 10.30 The 
Big Bang Theory. 11.00 The Big Bang 
Theory. 11.30 The Simpsons. (R) 12.00 
The Simpsons. (R) 12.30 Deal or No 
Deal. 1.30 Channel 4 Racing. Live 
coverage from Cheltenham and 
Doncaster. 4.00 Jamie’s Super Food. (R) 

4.30 Location, Location, Location. (R) 

5.35 A Place in the Sun: Winter Sun. 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Jutland: WWI’s Greatest Sea 

Battle. Re-examining the events of 
the First World War sea battle, 
during which thousands of British 
sailors lost their lives in less than 
24 hours. (R) 

8.00 Pearl Harbour: The New 

Evidence. Documentary shedding 
light on whether there is any truth 
to conspiracy theorists’ 
suggestions that London and 
Washington had been aware the 
Japanese were planning to assault 
the American naval base at Pearl 
Harbour in 1941, but refused to 
act on the intelligence as part of a 
plot to bring the full might of 
America’s military into the Second 
World War. In the wake of the 
attack, an investigation into how 
US forces failed to anticipate the 
assault concluded that Admiral 
Husband Kimmel, Commander in 
Chief of the Pacific Fleet, had been 
guilty of dereliction of duty, a 
charge that left his career in 
tatters. Making use of new 
research into a top-secret US 
military project, as well as 
thousands of freshly unearthed 
documents, letters and 
photographs, this film aims to 
answer - once and for all - 
whether the brutal attack that 
claimed nearly 2,500 lives could 
have been prevented. 

9.00 It Was Alright in the 1970s. Matt 
Lucas returns to poke more fun at 
Britain’s viewing habits in the 
1970s, this time turning attention 
to politically incorrectness in some 
of the nation’s favourite TV 
comedies. 

10.00 Film: Paul. (2011) Sci-fi comedy, 
with Simon Pegg and Nick Frost. 
12.05 Film: Kingpin. (1996) 2.10 
Hollyoaks. (R) 4.15 Location, Location, 
Location. (R) 5.10 Kirstie’s Handmade 
Treasures. (R) 5.25 Deal or No Deal. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 9.45 The Fairly 
OddParents. (R) 10.20 Film: Hats Off to 
Christmas! (2013) 12.05 Film: Deck the 
Halls. (2006) Christmas comedy, starring 
Danny DeVito and Matthew Broderick. 

1.55 Film: The Nine Lives of Christmas. 
(2014) Romantic comedy, starring 
Brandon Routh and Kimberly Sustad. 

3.30 Film: Mrs Miracle 2: Miracle in 
Manhattan. (2010) Family drama sequel, 
starring Doris Roberts. 5.25 Film: 

Finding Father Christmas. (2016) 
Premiere. Drama, starring Erin Krakow. 

7.10 NCIS: Silent Night, Deadly Night. 

A murder investigation leads the 
team to provide protection for a 
pregnant marine whose unborn 
child could sway the balance of 
power in Afghanistan. (R) 

8.00 NCIS: Mistletoe & Murder. 
Returning from a six-month 
posting in the Gulf, Navy lieutenant 
commander Megan Huffner opens 
her front door to find her husband 
Noel dead in his chair. Gibbs and 
the team investigate and find the 
victim died three or four weeks 
earlier, and an unusual $100 bill in 
his wallet proves to be a vital clue. 
Meanwhile, Tony’s father visits for 
Christmas and looks to rebuild 
their fractured relationship. Guest 
starring Robert Wagner. (R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Football on 5: The Championship. 
George Riley and Lynsey Hipgrave 
introduce highlights from the 
weekend’s games in the 
Championship, including 
Newcastle United v Birmingham 
City at St James’ Park, Aston Villa 
v Wigan Athletic at Villa Park and 
Barnsley v Norwich City at 
Oakwell. 

10.00Football on 5: Goal Rush. George 
Riley and Lynsey Hipgrave 
introduce all the goals from the 
weekend’s games in the Leagues 
One and Two, including Bradford 
City v Charlton Athletic. 

10.30 That’s So 1989 . A look at the 
events of 1989, which saw the fall 
of the Berlin Wall, the Tiananmen 
Square crackdown and chart hits 
by Black Box, Cher and Madonna. 
(R) 

11.30 Impractical Jokers UK. The boys 
pursue bizarre lines of enquiry 
while manning a sweet shop, and 
act according to the will of their 
friends during a shoe shop-based 
challenge. 

12.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 Film: Wrong 
Turn. (2003) 4.35 Access. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Four 

7.00 The Other Pompeii: Life and Death 
in Herculaneum 8.00 Pavlopetri - The 
City Beneath the Waves 9.00 Modus 

10.30 Top of the Pops: 1982 11.45 
Britain’s Most Dangerous Songs: Listen 
to the Banned 12.45 More Dangerous 
Songs: And the Banned Played On 1.45 
Heavy Metal Britannia 3.15 Metal at the 
BBC 3.45 Close 

ITV2 

11.45 I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of Here! 
Coming Out 12.50 The Hot Desk: Jonas 
Blue 1.00 Catchphrase Mother’s Day 
Special 2.00 Hairspray Live! 4.40 Film: 
Peter Pan (2003) 5.40 FYI Daily 5.45 
Film: Peter Pan (2003) 6.50 Film: The 
Incredible Hulk (2008) 7.50 FYI Daily 

7.55 Film: The Incredible Hulk (2008) 
9.00 Scorpion 10.05 The Xtra Factor Live 
11.05 Celebrity Juice Christmas Special 
12.05 Family Guy 1.05 American Dad! 

1.55 Bordertown 2.45 Teleshopping 5.45 
ITV2 Nightscreen 

ITV3 

11.35 A Touch of Frost 1.35 Inspector 
Morse 3.50 Midsomer Murders 8.00 Doc 
Martin 9.00 The Booze Cruise 2: The 
Treasure Hunt 11.00 A Is for Acid 1.10 
Wycliffe 2.10 ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 
Teleshopping 
ITV4 

11.10 Storage Wars: Best of Darrell and 
Brandon 11.40 Pawn Stars 1.40 Film: 
Tobruk (1967) 2.45 FYI Daily 2.50 Film: 
Tobruk (1967) 3.50 Film: Superman 
(1978) 5.10 FYI Daily 5.15 Film: 
Superman (1978) 6.50 The Chase: 
Celebrity Special 7.55 River Monsters 
9.00 Film: Firefox (1982) 10.10 FYI Daily 
10.15 Film: Firefox (1982) 11.45 Film: 
Assassins (1995) 12.50 FYI Daily 12.55 
Film: Assassins (1995) 2.30 Tommy 
Cooper 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

11.35 The Goldbergs 12.30 Black-ish 

1.30 Film: Gulliver’s Travels (2010) 3.15 
Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 3.30 The Big Bang 
Theory 7.30 Film: The Twilight Saga: 
Eclipse (2010) 10.00 Gogglebox 12.05 
The Big Bang Theory 2.00 The 
Inbetweeners 2.55 Rude Tube 3.50 
Young & Hungry 4.10 Animals 
Unleashed 5.00 Revenge 

Film4 

11.00 Miracle on 34th Street (1947) 1.00 
City of Ember (2008) 2.50 Love Happens 
(2009) 4.55 We Bought a Zoo (2011) 

7.20 Men in Black II (2002) 9.00 Fast & 
Furious 5 (2011) Action adventure 
sequel, starring Vin Diesel and Dwayne 
Johnson. 11.35 The Anomaly (2014) 

1.30 Mindscape (2013) 3.35 Close 
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Fly direct from Birmingham airport 


Your Chronicle 

in association with 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


ALL HOLIDAYS INCLUDE £100pp° EARLY BOOKING DISCOUNT 


Quote Codes TDRS/u 


Departing 
Sunday 2 July 
2017 


8 days, by AIR 


Join us for a superb 
Croatian getaway to the 
‘pearl of the Adriatic’ with 
an excursion to 
Montenegro’s Kotor Bay 
area and a galleon cruise 
round the Elaphiti islands. 
This great-value break in¬ 
cludes flights and transfers, 
choice of 4 star hotel with 
breakfast, dinner and 
Croatian magic as standard. 


Price Includes, 


✓ Return flight on an exclusive Omega charter from Birmingham 
airport to Dubrovnik 

✓ 7 nights half board at the 4 star Grand Hotel Park & Villas Park 
(4 star Hotel Lapad available at a supplement) 

✓ Excursion to Montenegro 

✓ Galleon cruise to the Elaphiti Islands with lunch on board ship 

✓ Airport taxes and return transfer to your hotel 


£1099- 


View product online at www.omega-holidays.com 


For more information 

or to book, please call: U O/OUU 


Quote Code: VTV468 







4 star Summer in the 

AUSTRIAN MOUNTAINS 

(St Anton) 

Departing Sunday 9 July 2017 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return flight on an exclusive Omega charter from Birmingham 
airport to Friedrichshafen 

✓ 7 nights half board at a choice of 4 star St Anton hotels 

✓ Excursions to Liechtenstein & Appenzell, and Lindau & Lake 
Constance (Bodensee) 

✓ St Anton Active Summer Card with one day’s free use of 
cable cars 

✓ Airport taxes and return transfer to your hotel 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 468 


8 days, by AIR 


£941 pp 




ft 


The Splendours of the 

AMALFI COAST 

Departing Friday 23 June 2017 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return flight from Birmingham airport to Naples + 

✓ 8 nights half board at the 3 star superior Hotel Sole, Maiori 
(4 star upgrade available at a supplement) 

✓ Full-day excursion to Herculaneum and Sorrento 

✓ Half-day cruise to Positano 

✓ Evening excursion to Amalfi, with return transfer and 2-hour 
guided walk 

✓ Airport taxes and return transfer to your hotel 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com YP896 


£1199 


9 days, by AIR 


From 


AA/e have included the current flight price as of 30 November 2016 within the above package price. Should the cost of flights change the package 
price may vary. The final price will be confirmed to you at time of booking. 


OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 SUN 10.00-16.00 


f ■ ® 

OmegaHols (ffiOmegaHols OmegaHols 


Organised by Omega Holidays pic, ABTA V4782. ATOL Protected 
6081. Single supplement applies. Subject to availability. °When you 
book before 31 January 2017. Omega Holidays reserves the right to 
remove this offer at any time. 








































thefastticket 


SUNDAY’S TV DECEMBER 11 


CHOICE 



Hattie Morahan 


My Mother and Other 

Strangers 

(BBC1, 9pm) 

Rose is preoccupied by 
Dreyfuss' absence and rejects 
him when he returns after three 
weeks. The children are 
delighted when it is revealed 
that a Christmas party is going 
to be held at the aerodrome, 
but the celebration stirs up 
tension within the community, 
especially when Ned Hanlon 
discovers his family are not 
invited. Michael receives bad 
news from his cousin and needs 
the support of his family more 
than ever, while Rose is left torn 
when she learns the reason for 
Dreyfuss' disappearance during 
the Christmas party. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 7.35 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 
Fern Britton Meets Michael Gove. 11.00 
Regional Programme. 12.15 Bargain 
Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 
Homes Under the Hammer. (R) 2.00 
Escape to the Country. (R) 2.45 Lifeline. 
2.55 Film: Kung Fu Panda. (2008) 
Animated comedy, with the voice of Jack 
Black. 4.20 Planet Earth II. (R) 5.20 
Songs of Praise. 5.55 BBC News. 

6.10 Regional Programme. 

6.20 Countryfile. The team explores 
the various landscapes of 
Aberdeenshire, where Helen 
Skelton visits an open-air 
aquarium and a village with no 
cars while Joe Crowley finds out 
about the area’s diminishing 
wildcat population. Sean Fletcher 
visits a tu rkey farm using alpacas 
as guard dogs, Adam Henson 
catches up with the winner of One 
Man and His Dog, and Tom Heap 
reports on council farms. 

Including weather for the week 
ahead. 

7.20 Strictly Come Dancing: The 
Results. Tess Daly and Claudia 
Winkleman reveal which of the 
four remaining couples is through 
to the final. 

8.00 Planet Earth II. Footage of wild 
animals that have made a home in 
cities, including leopards on the 
streets of Mumbai, peregrine 
falcons hunting among New York’s 
skyscrapers, hyenas that live 
peacefully alongside the people of 
Harar and langurs in Jodhpur, 
which are regarded as having 
great religious significance by the 
citizens. The programme also 
examines how some animals are 
struggling to survive in urban 
environments, and questions how 
cities can be built to serve their 
needs as well as those of the 
human inhabitants. Last in the 
series. 

9.00 My Mother and Other Strangers. 

Rose rejects Dreyfuss when he 
returns to the village, but feels torn 
when she learns the reason for his 
disappearance during a Christmas 
party at the aerodrome. Last in the 
series. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. 

11.45Sunny D. 

12.10 Citizen Khan. (R) 12.40 Weather 
forthe Week Ahead. 12.45 BBC News. 


BBC2 

7.15 Big Dreams Small Spaces. (R) 8.15 
Carol Klein’s Plant Odysseys. (R) 8.45 
Countryfile. (R) 9.45 Saturday Kitchen 
Best Bites. 11.15 Tom Kerridge’s Proper 
Pub Food. (R) 11.45 Best Bakes Ever. 

(R) 12.15 MOTD2 Extra. 1.00 Film: 
Quantrill’s Raiders. (1958) Civil War 
Western, starring Steve Cochran. 2.10 
Film: Dial M for Murder. (1954) Alfred 
Hitchcock’s thriller, starring Ray Milland. 
3.50 Athletics: European Cross Country 
Championships. 4.50 Heir Hunters. (R) 

5.35 Flog It! (R) 

6.35 The Toys That Made Christmas. 

Robert Webb takes a light-hearted 
look back at playthings of the past, 
offering fortysomethings the 
chance to reminisce about the 
days before PlayStations, laptops 
and iPods. It was a more innocent 
time when Fuzzy-Felt and 
Spirograph brought out the artist 
in everyone, girls spent hours with 
Barbie and boys were engrossed 
in trying to bolt together their 
impossibly fiddly Meccano models 
- to name just four of the toys 
mentioned. (R) 

8.00 Film: The Lone Ranger. (2013) 
Premiere. A lawyer is left for dead 
after an ambush in which his Texas 
ranger brother is killed, but is 
saved by a mysterious Native 
American fugitive. Concealing his 
identity behind a mask, he and his 
new ally hunt down the outlaws 
behind the attack - only to find 
their actions are just part of a 
larger evil scheme. Western, 
starring Armie Hammer and 
Johnny Depp. Edited for pre¬ 
watershed broadcast. 

10.20QI XL. Richard Osman, Lolly 

Adefopeand Lee Mack join regular 
panellist Alan Davies and host 
Sandi Toksvig to contemplate the 
theme “naked truth” in this 
extended episode. 

11.05 Black Is the New Black. The 
experiences of people who are 
black and British, with 
contributions from figures drawn 
from the worlds of politics, 
business, religion and science. (R) 

11.35 Black Is the New Black. Naomi 
Campbell, Dizzee Rascal, David 
Harewood, Tinie Tempah, Trevor 
McDonald and Alesha Dixon share 
their thoughts on growing up, 
touching on family, school and the 
working world. (R) 

12.05 Film: Ash Wednesday. (2002) 

1.40 Sign Zone: Countryfile. (R) 2.35 
Holby City. (R) 3.35 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. (R) 6.20 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.45 Sooty. (R) 6.55 
Signed Stories. (R) 7.00 Super 4. (R) 

7.15 Oddbods.(R) 7.25 Scrambled!: 
Scrambled! 7.30 Scrambled!: Nerds & 
Monsters. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Horrid 
Henry. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: The 
Powerpuff Girls. (R) 8.30 Scrambled!: 
Thunderbirds Are Go. 9.05 Scrambled!: 
Adventure Time. (R) 9.25 ITV News. 

9.30 Wild Australia with Ray Mears. (R) 
10.00 Let’s Do Christmas with Gino & 
Mel. (R) 11.00 Film: Dragonheart. 

(1996) 12.55 ITV News; Weather. 1.00 
Midsomer Murders. (R) 2.55 The X 
Factor. (R) 5.00 The Chase. (R) 

6.00 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.15 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 Off Their Rockers. Tulisa 
Contostavlos loses her chauffeur, 
Marry and Joan compete to see 
who is the most like a Kardashian, 
and Dave gets his back waxed. 

Last in the series. 

7.00 The Next Great Magician. 

Stephen Mulhern and Rochelle 
Humes present the series finale, in 
which the winners from the past 
five weeks’ shows return with their 
most spectacular illusions. Last in 
the series. 

8.00 The X Factor. Dermot O’Leary 
introduces the climax of this year’s 
talent contest. The results of last 
night’s performance at Wembley 
Arena are in and one of the three 
finalists has been eliminated from 
the contest. The two remaining 
acts must give one final 
performance to impress the 
viewing public and the judges, 
before one of them is crowned as 
this year’s winner. Last in the 
series. 

10.05 ITV News; Weather. 

10.25 Ball and Boe: One Night Only. 

Double Olivier Award-winning star 
of the stage Michael Ball and top 
tenor Alfie Boe join forces for an 
evening of music, including 
theatrical classics from their new 
album Together. (R) 

11. 25 The Jeremy Kyle Show USA. The 

host takes his successful talk 
show stateside, where he invites 
American guests to air their 
differences, and dispenses his 
own judgment on the situation. (R) 

12.10 Jackpot247. 3.00 Motorsport UK. 
3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.15 The King of Queens. (R) 6.40 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.05 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.30 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 7.55 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.25 Frasier. (R) 9.00 
Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.25 
Deal or No Deal. 1.20 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 1.45 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 2.10 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 2.35 
The Simpsons. (R) 3.00 The Simpsons. 
(R) 3.30 The Simpsons. (R) 4.00 Film: 
Jingle All the Way. (1996) Comedy, 
starring Arnold Schwarzenegger. 5.45 
Channel 4 News. 

6.15 Film: Paddington. (2014) 

Premiere. An earthquake forces a 
bear from the Peruvian jungle to 
start a new life in London. He finds 
modern Britain to be very different 
from the stories told to him by his 
aunt, but makes a new home with 
a kindly family. However, a sinister 
taxidermist intends to turn him 
into a museum exhibit. Comedy 
based on Michael Bond’s series of 
children’s books, starring Hugh 
Bonneville, Sally Hawkins and 
Nicole Kidman, with the voice of 
Ben Whishaw. 

8.00 Christmas at the Chateau. Dick 
Strawbridge and Angel Adoree 
await the arrival of their guests, 
who are expecting a luxurious 
Christmas at the chateau. Dick 
continues work on installing the 
lift, but the project tests his 
ingenuity to the limit, while Angel 
finds more valuables in the attic, 
including a collection of vinyl 
records. Last in the series. 

9.00 Humans. Laura discovers that Mia 
and Hester are preparing to break 
into the silo, and goes in search of 
Niska to ask for her help - but the 
synths’ attack on the facility does 
not go to plan. Karen goes in 
search of Athena and makes a life¬ 
changing decision. Mattie asks 
Max to help save Leo from 
Hester’s influence, while Toby 
receives a disturbing message. 
10.00 Gogglebox. Capturing the 

households’ instant reactions to 
what they are watching on TV from 
the comfort of their own sofas. (R) 
11.00 Film: Filth. (2013) A corrupt 
policeman plots to turn his 
colleagues against each other as 
his own cocaine use spirals out of 
control. Black comedy, starring 
James McAvoy and Imogen Poots. 
12.50 Film: The Iceman. (2012) 2.35 
The Last Leg. (R) 3.30 Kirstie and Phil’s 
Love It or List It. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Milkshake! Monkey. 
6.05 Milkshake! Bop Box. (R)6.10 
Peppa Pig. (R) 6.15 Angelina Ballerina. 
(R) 6.25 Bob the Builder. (R) 6.40 
Wanda and the Alien. (R) 6.50 Zack and 
Quack. (R) 7.00 Seaside Antics. (R) 7.05 
Fireman Sam. (R) 7.15 Pip Ahoy! (R) 

7.30 Little Princess. (R) 7.45 Paw Patrol. 
(R) 8.00 Blaze and the Monster 
Machines. 8.25 Noddy in Toyland. (R) 
8.40 Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 

9.10 Shimmerand Shine. (R) 9.25 
Peppa Pig. (R) 9.35 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.45 
Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.55 
The Fairly Odd Parents. (R) 10.30 
Football on 5: The Championship. (R) 

11.30 Football on 5: Goal Rush. (R) 

12.00 The Gadget Show. (R) 12.55 Cats 
Make You Laugh Out Loud. (R) 1.55 
Film: Grumpy Cat’s Worst Christmas 
Ever. (2014) Premiere. Comedy, starring 
Megan Charpentier. 3.35 Film: A Prince 
for Christmas. (2015) Premiere. Festive 
romance, starring Viva Bianca. 5.20 
Film: A Cinderella Christmas. (2016) 
Premiere. Romantic comedy, starring 
Emma Rigby and Peter Porte. 

7.10 Film: Jackie Chan’s The 
Forbidden Kingdom. (2008) An 
American teenager obsessed with 
kung fu movies is sent back in 
time to ancient China, where he 
joins the battle to free the 
imprisoned Monkey King. The only 
problem is he has no martial arts 
skills of his own, and will need the 
assistance of two legendary 
warriors to become the hero he 
needs to be. Martial arts 
adventure, starring Jet Li and 
Jackie Chan. Edited for violence 
and language. 

9.00 Film: The Expendables 3. (2014) 
Premiere. Soldier of fortune 
Barney Ross discovers an old 
friend he was forced to kill is still 
alive, and has become a powerful 
arms dealer with vengeance on his 
mind. Barney is forced to recruit a 
new band of mercenaries and 
adopt more modern tactics to deal 
with this threat to him and his past 
associates. Action thriller sequel, 
starring Sylvester Stallone and Mel 
Gibson. Includes 5 News Update at 
10pm. 

11. 25 Film: The Last Stand. (2013) The 
sheriff of a small town on the 
Mexican border tries to stop a 
drug lord from fleeing the country. 
Action thriller, starring Arnold 
Schwarzenegger. 

1.15 SuperCasino. 3.10 Secret Life of 
Puppies: Terrible Twos. (R) 4.00 Now 
That’s Funny! (R) 4.50 House Doctor. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Four 

7.00 Horizon: The Secret Life of the Dog 
8.00 Choir of the Year 2016 9.30 The 
Flying Archaeologist 10.00 The Sky at 
Night 10.30 Horizon: Seeing Stars 11.30 
How to Build a Nuclear Submarine 12.30 
Masterspy of Moscow: George Blake - 
Storyville 2.00 Monkey Planet 3.00 The 
Other Pompeii: Life and Death in 
Herculaneum 4.00 Close 
ITV2 

3.30 Film: The Polar Express (2004) 

4.30 FYI Daily 4.35 Film: The Polar 
Express (2004) 5.25 The Smurfs: A 
Christmas Carol 5.55 Catchphrase 
Christmas Special 6.55 You’ve Been 
Framed! Gold At Christmas 8.00 Film: 
The Mask (1994) 9.00 FYI Daily 9.05 
Film: The Mask (1994) 10.05 The Xtra 
Factor 11.05 Family Guy 12.35 American 
Dad! 1.30 The Cleveland Show 2.25 
Teleshopping 5.55 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

11.05 Inspector Morse 1.20 Film: 
Columbo: By Dawn’s Early Light (1974) 

3.30 Film: Les Miserables (1978) 4.35 
FYI Daily 4.40 Film: Les Miserables 
(1978) 5.55 Agatha Christie’s Marple 
8.00 Rosemary & Thyme 10.00 
Alexander Armstrong’s Land of the 
Midnight Sun 11.05 Film: Elizabeth: The 
Golden Age (2007) 12.05 FYI Daily 12.10 
Film: Elizabeth: The Golden Age (2007) 

I. 25 Inspector Morse 3.15 May the Best 
House Win 4.55 You’re Only Young Twice 
5.45 ITV3 Nightscreen 

ITV4 

3.30 Film: Superman (1978) 4.45 FYI 
Daily 4.50 Film: Superman (1978) 6.25 
Film: The Great Outdoors (1988) 7.25 
FYI Daily 7.30 Film: The Great Outdoors 
(1988) 8.10 Film: Bill & Ted’s Excellent 
Adventure (1989) 9.10 FYI Daily 9.15 
Film: Bill & Ted’s Excellent Adventure 
(1989) 10.00 Film: Death Wish V: The 
Face of Death (1994) 11.00 FYI Daily 

II. 05 Film: Death Wish V: The Face of 
Death (1994) 12.05 Film: Universal 
Soldier: Day of Reckoning (2012) 1.05 
FYI Daily 1.10 Film: Universal Soldier: 
Day of Reckoning (2012) 2.15 Tommy 
Cooper 2.50 ITV4 Nightscreen 

E4 

1.00 Film: Diary of a Wimpy Kid (2010) 
3.00 The Big Bang Theory: Time Warped 
9.00 Film: Ted (2012) 11.00 Tattoo 
Fixers 12.05 Naked Attraction 1.10 
Gogglebox 2.15 New Girl 3.45 Hollyoaks 
Film4 

1.00 Short Circuit 2 (1988) 3.15 Carry 
On Teacher (1959) 5.00 Field of Dreams 
(1989) 7.05 Unstoppable (2010) 9.00 
Men in Black 3 (2012) 



n 


West Brom’s First Ever 

mini continental 

m * % 

MARKET 




For the first time ever, 
a superb old time ferris 
wheel for all to ride on. 


Town Centre situated between 
Kings & Queens Square 
Mon-Sat 1st December until Christmas 



Central Heating Assistance 


For a 1 1 1 m I r 1 1 1 l IT RTTTiTni 11 : i kv warm lone 
is able to help provide central heating 
systems to homeowners who have no 
central heating or an old 
inefficient “G” rated boiler 
or back boiler. 


If you live in Sandwell 
and have a low household 
income are: 

• over 60 or 

disabled or have 
chronic health issues 


You may be eligible for 
assistance* 

‘Subject to terms and conditions 

If you want to know more 
contact Warm Zone on: 

0800 033 7967 
0121 552 0563 


£ ^ 




Further details along with details of all Christmas 
trading opportunities are available from the 
Council’s Markets Service on 0121 553 3074 



Sandwell 
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thefastticket 


PICK OF THE WEEK 


FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

An Unexpected Christmas, Channel 5,3.15pm 

Newlyweds the Fabers plan to host their first 
Christmas together and want everything to be perfect 
for their visiting relatives. However, Cynthia learns she 
is pregnant ahead of schedule and Steve suddenly 
loses his job, so the couple decide to hide the news 
from their families. Festive comedy, starring Susie 
Abromeit, Dillon Casey and Erin Gray. (2016) 

TUESDAY 

Mrs Miracle 2: Miracle in Manhattan, Channel 5, 
1.30pm 

The kindly Mrs Merkle takes a job in the toy section of 
a financially struggling department store. She helps 
the downtrodden manager to enjoy a happy 
Christmas for once by making a success of the 
business and assisting him in his quest to find love. 
Family drama sequel, starring Doris Roberts, Eric 
Johnson, Jewel Staite and Lauren Holly. (2010) 



WEDNESDAY 

A Nanny for Christmas, Channel 5,3.20pm 

An unemployed advertising executive gets a job as an 
au pair and tries to give the kids in her charge a break 
from their rigidly organised lives. She tries to impress 
an executive she is attracted to by claiming to still be 
in the advertising business, a deception that proves 
hard to maintain. Romantic comedy, starring 
Emmanuelle Vaugier and Richard Ruccolo. (2010) 

THURSDAY 

A Husband for Christmas, Channel 5,1.25pm 

Sparks fly between a graphic designer and her male 
counterpart when they agree to a loveless marriage of 
convenience to help each other out. Romantic 
comedy, starring Ricky Ross. (2016) 

FRIDAY 

22 Jump Street, Channel 5,9pm 

Undercover cops Schmidt and Jenko are sent on a 
new assignment at a university. When one joins the 
college American football team and the other falls in 
with a crowd of Bohemian artists, loyalty to their new 
cliques puts a strain on their friendship. Crime 
comedy, starring Jonah Hill and Channing Tatum. 
(2014) 


Claudia looks to make 
all the right moves 


I f you feel like the pop music of 
2016 has largely passed you by, 
you’re in good company. 

Claudia Winkleman admits she’s 
not exactly got her finger on the 
pulse either. She says: “Music 
stopped for me when Duran Duran 
stopped. So you know how you 
have a cool person? I’m the 
opposite of that. 

‘The music I like is the music that 
I listen to on the radio all the time 
and I’m like ‘oh I know that one!”’ 

Although we suspect the Strictly 
Come Dancing presenter is being 
more than a little self-deprecating, 
it’s probably for the best that she’s 
not hosting the BBC Music Awards 
2016 on her own. Instead, she’s 
joining forces with Fearne Cotton, 
who she thinks is the perfect 
person for the job. 

Claudia says: “I can’t wait to be 
with Fearne as all we’ve ever done 
is chatted and gossiped. She’s a 
proper friend, and we’ve never 
worked together so I’m just going to 
be standing there smiling at her. 
“She’s amazing and she’s got 


musical gravitas. She knows what 
she’s talking about and I can be the 
idiot, and that always suits me.” 

And of course, the awards will 
give Claudia and the viewers a 
chance to remind themselves (or 
learn for the first time) what’s been 
going on in the world of music over 
the past 12 months. 

The ceremony, which comes to 
us live from the ExCel in London, 
will feature five awards; BBC Music 
British Artist of the Year, Song of 
the Year, BBC Music Introducing 
Artist of the Year, BBC Radio 1 Live 
Lounge Performance of the Year 
and BBC Radio 2 Album of the 
Year. 

And there will also be live 
performances from some of the 
biggest names in music, including 
Kaiser Chiefs, Lukas Graham, 

Emeli Sande, the 1975, Robbie 
Williams and Craig David. 

Fearne is especially excited about 
seeing Craig: “He’s a really old 
friend of mine and I absolutely 
adore him and I love the fact that 
he’s had this amazing comeback 


after all these years of holding his 
nerve and doing what he does, just 
privately still making great music. I 
think the arena is going to go 
absolutely wild for him. 

“So I’m really excited about that 
and also The 1975 are a great little 
band doing so well internationally 
now and it’s always lovely to see 
Robbie play as well. Literally 
everyone there will be fantastic.” 

Claudia adds: “ I can’t wait to see 
Robbie Williams. He’s such a 
brilliant showman and I don’t think 
he’s ever given a lacklustre 
performance.” 

It might even be enough to 
convince Claudia that there is 
musical life after Duran Duran, 
but just don’t expect her to 
become such a fully fledged muso 
that she embraces the current vinyl 
revival. 

When asked if she’ll go back 
to buying LPs, her answer is: 

“Don’t be ridiculous. I’m technically 
challenged because I am an 
old lady but I have worked out 
iTunes.” 



BBC Music Awards 2016, Monday, BBC1,8.30pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

David Blaine: Beyond Magic 
Channel 4,9pm 

The illusionist is back in action - and about time. 

He seems to have given up burying himself alive, 
living in a Perspex box or standing on something 
very high - at least for now - in favour of getting 
back to basics, proving once and for all that less 
really can be more. Blaine first became famous for 
his street magic performances, during which he 
stunned members of the public with a series of 
bizarre tricks that defied explanation and 
expectations. This new, one-hour special sees him 
do the same again, and his targets are some of the 
world’s most famous faces, including David 
Beckham, Johnny Depp, David Chappelle, John 
Travolta, Emma Stone, Arnold Schwarzenegger and 
Patrick Stewart, who is no stranger to mind-bending 
stunts thanks to his performance as Charles Xavier 
in the X-Men movies. 

TUESDAY 

The Royal Variety Performance 
ITV, 7.30pm 

David Walliams hosts the annual event, this time 
from London’s Hammersmith Apollo in the presence 
of The Prince of Wales and The Duchess of 
Cornwall. The line-up includes Barry Gibb, Sting, 


Robbie Williams, Gary Barlow, Sheridan Smith, 
Emeli Sande, DNCE, OneRepublic, ABC and 
Britain’s Got Talent winner Lance Corporal Richard 
Jones. There are performances by the cast of the 
Beatles Cirque du Soleil’s LOVE show, and 
previews of Gershwin’s musical An American in 
Paris, and The Girls, which both open in the West 
End next year. Amber Riley, star of Dreamgirls, and 
McFly’s Tom Fletcher also take part, along with 
Diversity, Joe Lycett, Alan Davies and Rob Beckett. 

WEDNESDAY 

TheTrafford Centre: Countdown to 
Christmas 
Channel 5,9pm 

It’s a common complaint that 
Christmas seems to start earlier 
each year, but at the Manchester’s 
Trafford Centre, there’s a good 
reason why the plans for the 
festive season begin in the 
spring. With six million Christmas 
shoppers expected to visit the 
retail complex, the staff really can’t afford to put 
off the preparations until after Bonfire Night. 

This two-part documentary follows events 
manager Nikki Tansey as she 
spearheads the centre’s 


Christmas operations for the first time, a job that 
involves heading to Huddersfield to pick up 50 
miles of fairy lights and enough baubles to fill a 
swimming pool. But can she also find a star to 
switch all those lights on? Meanwhile, Nikki’s 
bosses hope a new TV advertising campaign will 
ensure shoppers don’t abandon the 
centre in favour of online retailers. 

\ THURSDAY 

i Xmas Excess: Parents Splash 
r the Cash 
f Channel 5, 8pm 

Christmas is a time for giving, 
but it seems that some 
people get rather 
carried away with 
that idea - and 
». \ some of them are 
’ / featured in this 
documentary. It 
introduces viewers 
to the mums and 
dads who can’t help 
spoiling their offspring at 
this time of year. Among them is 

I devoted mother- 
of-three Emma 



Tapping, whose photograph of her tree hidden by a 
mountain of presents hit the headlines. Also 
discussing the subject is Irene Malin who, with her oil 
tycoon husband, takes the camera crew on one of 
her epic shopping sprees, during which they splash 
the cash on jewellery worth thousands of pounds. 
Well, if you’ve got it, flaunt it, right? Or is it a case 
that you can have too much of a good thing after all? 

FRIDAY 

The Gadget Show 
Channel 5,7pm 

If you have a techie in your life who would love the 
latest gadget for Christmas but you’re on a tight 
budget, then never fear - the team are ending the 
current series with some money-saving advice. 
Harry Wallop gives Ortis a few tips on how the early 
adopters can get the newest technology for less, 
and Jason reveals how you can cash in on the 
craze for all the things retro by selling off some of 
your gizmos that are no longer at the cutting edge. 
Jon tests out three TVs to see which offers the best 
value for money, Amy takes a closer look at some 
of the latest entertainment packages from the likes 
of Netflix, Amazon and Now TV, and we also find 
out whether second-hand premium devices are a 
better buy than their brand new mid-range 
equivalents. 


of Oldbury 

ESTABLISHED 1938 | NATIONAL AWARD WINNERS 

Your local family Butchers. Quality Fresh Meat, Award Winning sausages, 
Award Winning Pies, Pasties, Baguettes, Buffets and cold drinks 



NOW 

TAKING 

CHRISTMAS 

ORDERS! 


Monday 8am - 2.30pm • Tues to Sat 
8am -5.00pm Sunday 8am - 2.30pm 


OPEN 7 DAYS 


Come along 
and try our hot 
food counter, ready 
cooked food served 
every day, 
fantastic 
\ selection. 


686 Wolverhampton Road, 
Oldbury, Warley, West Midlands 
Sat Nav Use B68 8DB 

0121-552-1210 

www.bowkettsofoldbury.co.uk 

sales@bowkettsofoldbury.co.uk 


Window and Door Repairs 



Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

Handles, hinges and locks - repaired or replaced • INSURANCE WORK - NO PROBLEM 

Rectification of badly fitted installations 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 



Over 25 years experience - COMPETITIVE PRICES!!! 
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on 


01384 456490 or 07976 227034 


wednesbury kitchens 

Bathrooms & Bedrooms LTD 


■ 



Friendly advise from a family run business with 35 years experience. 
1/1/e offer a full range of services from free quote and design to 
installation central heating, building work, plastering and tiling 


Call or visit today. 

45 LOWER HIGH STREET, WEDNESBURY WS10 7AQ 

0121 303 3334 


www.kitchenbathroombedrooms.com 

Opening times: Monday-Friday: 9.30am-5.00pm 
Closed: Thursday & Sunday Saturday: 9.30am-2.00pm 


HENLEY 
EUNERAL DIRECTORS 


Independently Family Owned and Run 
Business Proudly Serving Families 
And The Local Community 
For Over 2 Decades 

Private Family Rooms - Private Chapels of Rest 
Home Visits Available on Request 
Pre Planned Funerals 

CALL FREE ON 0800 05 665 64 
Emily House, V/mtey Road, Oldbury 



A OffBR 


Lottery 
frcnw 
father 
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PUZZLES 


25 


BRAIN GYM 


No.407 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


1 

V 

2 

Y 

X 

N 

5 

1 

D 

7 

A 

8 

L 

R 

10 

w 

11 

Q 

12 

T 

13 

M 

14 

H 

15 

u 

16 

K 

17 

B 

18 

F 

19 

c 

20 

0 

21 

E 

22 

P 

23 

J 

24 

G 

25 

z 

26 

s 


1 

14 

2 

15 

3 

16 

4 

17 

5 

N 

18 

6 

19 

7 

20 

8 

21 

9 

22 

10 

23| 

11 

24 

12 

25 

13 

26 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. The seat holds 50 
who quail (6) 

4. Knock the girl in 
this direction (6) 

9. Don’t be secretive 
at home: entertain 
everybody! (4,4,5) 

10. No artificial note (7) 

11. Busy worker begins 
small church in 
wood (5) 

12. One offers next to 
no time in it (5) 

14. Look hard at such 
rates (5) 

18. Love affair of the 
first persons in the 
morning (5) 

19. Evict the actors for 
a pariah (7) 

21. Tearing mine to bits 
in military discipline 
(13) 

22. He pays rent for 
article in temporary 
home (6) 

23. Presumably actors 
go through them as 
well as on them (6) 


Down 

1. Monarch has 
degree in cooking 
( 6 ) 

2. Originator of 
shocking notes? 
(8,5) 

3. Noted performers, 
together (5) 

5. Live according to 
custom (7) 

6. Demolition of a 
residence is a crime 
(5-8) 

7. Repeat the sound 
about when I leave. 
Cheerio! (2-4) 

8. They make rings 
round them (5) 

13. Stoker who tries to 
undo his own work? 
(7) 

15. Vegetable causes 
vehicle to decay (6) 

16. Committed to spring 

(5) 

17. Paradoxically they 
may have seats in 
them (6) 

20. Pamphlet about an 
area of land? (5) 



Sudoku 
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Quick Clues: 

Across 

1. Sieve (6) 

4. Teem (6) 

9. Unemotional (13) 

10. Coagulated (7) 

11. Bring on (5) 

12. Medieval coin (5) 
14. Disgrace (5) 

18. Upright (5) 

19. Beaming (7) 

21. Forethought (13) 

22. Oppose (6) 

23. Prime (6) 


Down 

1. Lessen (6) 

2. Depravity (13) 

3. Smallest (5) 

5. Studious (7) 

6. Solo (13) 

7. Gloomy (6) 

8. Apart (5) 

13. Ingenuous (7) 

15. Assistant (6) 

16. Weak (5) 

17. Niggardly (6) 
20. Cover (5) 



LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Right-hand men; 7 Donor; 

8 Catch; 9 Run; 10 Fieldfare; 11 Theory; 12 
Andrew; 15 Card table; 17 Lei; 18 Erica; 19 
Ebony; 21 Undertakings. Down: 1 Return 
ticket; 2 Tun; 3 Airmen; 4 Decadence; 5 Extra; 6 
Wheelwrights; 7 Dense; 10 First-rate; 13 Rally; 

14 Object; 16 Reign; 20 Oak. QUICK - Across: 

1 Inarticulate; 7 There; 8 Grain; 9 Rip; 10 
Impotence; 11 Excite; 12 Morass; 15 Infuriate; 17 
Gun; 18 Twine; 19 Under; 21 Intelligence. Down: 
1 Intermediate; 2 Toe; 3 Creepy; 4 Lightsome; 5 
Train; 6 Unseasonable; 7 Topic; 10 Intercede; 13 
Anger; 14 Manual; 16 Feign; 20 Dig. 


Niner 


How were the six daughters of Lord 
Redesdale better known? 

Which marine mammal’s two N 
hemisphere varieties are the Steller’s 
and the Californian? 

Which country’s mafia is called the 
Yakuza? 

Who wrote the play Chips with 
Everything in 1962? 

From which words does the Modem 


derive its name? 

6. Who played the female lead in the film 
Pulp Fiction? 

7. Which philosopher was Socrates’s pupil 
and Aristotle’s teacher? 

8. What is the only place in England still to 
use the title alderman? 

9. What do the letters RIP stand for? 

10. Who is the patron saint of Spain? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 The Queen Mother; 2 Corsica; 

3 Harry Saltzman; 4 Deserts; 5 Clematis; 
6 Sir Edward Elgar; 7 Anton Chekhov; 

8 Jamiroquai; 9 Electronic musical 
instrument; 10 Yangon. 

Niner: BLUEPRINT 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


519243 gives a church leader, 

537892 gives a second church leader, 
513796 gives a church district. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 


Thinking space 



Birmingham 

Museums 


FREE ENTRY 

Donations welcome 


NIGHT 
IN THE 

MUSEUM 

AT 

BIRMINGHAM MUSEUM 

& ART GALLERY 


An Arts Council Collection 
touring exhibition curated by 

RYAN GANDER 

26 Nov-12 Feb 

birminghammuseums.org.uk 


A National Partners 
exhibition from the 
Arts Council Collection 

#ACC70 

#ACCNationalPartners 


Funded by: 

V I Birmingham 

I City Council 

(I 


LOTTERY FUNDED 



Arts Council Collection is managed by Southbank Centre on behalf of Arts Council England. 

Garth Evans, Blue No. 30 (1964) observed by Kerry Stewart, Untitled (Lucy) (1996), 

Arts Council Collection, Southbank Centre, London. © the artists 2016. Photo: Anna Area. 


O Arts Council 
Collection 
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eating out 


Teamwork Juhel in crown at Masala 


With tasty dishes and such 
helpful staff MARK SHIPP 
found the Masala Lounge 
was absolutely mint 


FORGET Peter Kay and his gar¬ 
lic bread, I’ve found an alterna¬ 
tive taste sensation, mint rice. 
Mint... and rice. It’s the future 
I tell you. 

It was not my initial choice to ac¬ 
company my fish dish at the Masala 
Lounge in Wednesfield, I had opted 
for a sizzling variety. However, I lis¬ 
tened to the advice of the waiter, and 
didn’t regret it. 

Located at the old Cross Guns pub, 
in Lichfield Road, the restaurant itself 
is doing a roaring trade and has been a 
popular draw for the townsfolk since it 
opened four years ago. 

Inviting 

It’s easy to see why as it’s spacious and 
inviting, with more than 100 covers, and 
with booths for the extra privacy and 
comfort, more than adequately catering 
for the customers wishing to get a taste 
of what is on offer. 

Parking is available, too, which is al¬ 
ways an added attraction. Nine staff are 
employed at Masala Lounge, and it’s clear 
they have a rapport with the clientele. 

Jointly operated by Juhel Miah and 
Hafiz Khan, one could even say it’s the 
‘Juhel’ in the crown. 

The management team have run res¬ 
taurants around the West Midlands, 
while the chef has 35 years experience. 
Having honed his skills in India, he has 
worked in many top UK restaurants, so 
there’s no doubting the quality of fare on 
offer. It has five stars from RateMy Plate 



The Masala Lounge, in Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, which opened four years ago 


The plush interior of popular restaurant, run by Juhel Miah and Hafiz Khan 


and has been highly recommended on Trip 
Advisor due to its favourable reviews on the 
site. 

The menu comes with fusion appetisers 
and authentic curries, together with tan- 
doori exclusives and traditional favourites. 
Fish dishes include the zinga cinnamon and 
the cod machli salan, which was my choice. 
But this was after starters, something I 
rarely partake in. 

They just sounded so tempting, however, 
like the haddock kebab, dipped in eggs, with 
mixed spices and breadcrumbs. I overlooked 


that, though, in favour of the Bombay wraps, 
chicken breast served in a sweet chilli sauce, 
while the other half chose the vegetable sa- 
mosa. 

She even strayed from tradition by going 
half and half with her regular chicken 
makhani, combining it with a chicken dahi, 
which she enjoyed just as much. Oh yes, and 
there was a tikka masala for our younger 
guest. 

My own main was meaty, only moder¬ 
ately spicy, but the accompanying rice was 
something I would never have dreamed of. 


It worked a treat. The restaurant is not li¬ 
censed, but I was able to wash mine down 
with some ale that I bought earlier. The 
starters took their toll as we were unable to 
manage desserts, despite its tempting selec¬ 
tions. 

Masala Lounge is open every day from 
5.30pm. Bookings are being taken for 
Christmas Day, with three choices of either 
Indian or English fare for £28.95 per adult 
and £12.95 for children, under 12. 

Call 01902 865934 or email info@the- 
masalalounge.com Tables laid out at restaurant Pictures: Nakwhal.com 



Are 


CHRONICLE 


you 

in the I 

picture? 


Have you appeared 
in the Chronicle? 

Order your photos now 

Go to: photosforsale.expressandstar.com 

Or call: 01902 319444 (Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm) 


We offer: photos | canvas prints | mugs 
mousemats | keyrings | coasters 
jigsaws | fridge magnets 
iPad wallpaper| MMS messages 

Only selected prints available and copyright restrictions apply. Photos available to 
view and order online the next working day after publication. Allow 28 days for delivery. 



Star^TraveL 


Your Chronicle 


in association with 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


Return coach travel from Brownhills, Cannock, Dudley, 
Walsall, West Bromwich and Wolverhampton 



42nd Street, Aladdin, An American in Paris, 
Beautiful, Dreamgirls, Half a Sixpence, 
Jersey Boys, Les Miserables, Mamma Mia!, 
Matilda, Motown, The Phantom of the 
Opera, School of Rock, Stomp, The Girls, 
The Lion King, Wicked and more...! 


Not all shows are available on all breaks. 
Please call for details. 






Saturday Night 
London Theatre 

Selected Saturday departures until July 2017 

Price Includes... 

/ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of 
central London with full English breakfast 
/A ticket for a Saturday evening performance of a 
TOP West End Show from our fabulous selection 
/ Free time in London 


ft its, 

from 

£l49- 95pp 

Quote Code: 
EEY174 

View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


NOW 

INCLUDING 







TO CHOOSE FROM 


London Theatre 
Weekend 
with Evening Meal 

Selected Saturday departures until August 2017 

Price Includes... 

/ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of 
central London with 3-course evening meal and full 
English breakfast / A show ticket for a Saturday 
matinee performance of a TOP West End Show from 
our fabulous selection / Free time in London 


ft && 

from 

£l59* 5pp 

Quote Code: 
PDR130 

View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplement £30pp. Subject to availability. 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01524 37500 


OPENING TIMES: 
MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 
SUN 10.00-16.00 





























































PROPERTY 


YOUR WEEKLY 
GUIDE TO HOME 
BUYING AND 
LETTING 


This spacious and 
modern home is 
ideal for family life 

This delightful spacious four-bedroomed detached 
family home in Rough Hill Drive, Rowley Regis lies 
in a great raised position close to local parks and a 
nature reserve. 

Having a neutral decor throughout and built to a 
modern attractive design, it is for sale through Love Your 
Postcode at offers in excess of £199,950. 

The property is approached via the driveway to the 
side of a lovely fore-garden. 

The entrance is met by a hallway which branches off to 
a large, light and airy living room with a box bay window 
and features an attractive fire place. 

The open plan kitchen is an excellent size providing a 
practical open plan dining and family area within a well- 
planned and well equipped space. 

A spokesman for the selling agent said: “This area is 
sure to be the most loved in this home with sliding doors 
leading to a raised decking area, set within an enclosed 
rear garden, mainly laid to lawn.” 

The kitchen units are packed with appeal, being in a 
modern white design complemented by wood-effect 
working surfaces and smart splash-back and floor tiling. 

To the first floor, there are four well-proportioned 
bedrooms and a family bathroom with a modern white 
suite including a bath with an overhead shower, chrome 
fittings and a glazed shower screen and majority wall 
tiling. 

This lovely home further has a garage to the front, 
a fully serviced boiler, passed gas safety history, 
upgraded electrics, double glazing, a re-felted garage 
roof, brand new recently fitted carpets with a fresh 
neutral decor throughout. 

It is within walking distance of Dudley Golf Club, 
Warren’s Hall park, Bumble Hole Local Nature Reserve, 
nearby Sledmore and Springfield Primary Schools as 
well as the Number 140 bus route to Birmingham and 
the Number 241 bus route to Merry Hill. 

Offers are being strictly invited over £199,950 for this 
“great family home”. 


ROWLEY REGIS £199,950 



InHI 


AGENT: Love Your Postcode 
TEL: 0333 344 7772 

EMAIL: bobby.singh@loveyourpostcode.com 


KEY FEATURES 

Spacious & modern 
4 bedrooms 
Detached 

Close to parks & nature reserve 
Great location 



- 




,^£ove YOUR” 

POSTCODE 

Focus on achieving more™ 

Speak to our experts on 0121 544 9595 



Local homeowners' are in for a treat this winter. 

Our trademarked product is completely free for the seller 

Focus on achieving 99% with a 0% fee. 

#No. I local selling estate agent in 2016 based upon information provided by Get Agents.Terms and conditions apply. 























POSTCODE Focus on achieving more (with a 0% fee 


Minton Road, Harborne Cambridge Crescent, Edgbaston Lincoln Road, West Bromwich Chestnut Road, Wednesbury 


Hellier Avenue, Tipton 



• THREE BEDROOM DETACHED HOME 
•DRIVEWAY AND GARAGE 

• FRONT & REAR GARDENS 

• EPC RATING: D 


• MODERN TWO BEDROOM HOUSE 

• UPSTAIRS FAMILY BATHROOM 

• MODERN FITTED KITCHEN 

• EPC RATING: C 


• SPACIOUS FOUR BEDROOM SEMI-DETACHED 

• TWO RECEPTION ROOMS 

• EXTENDED MODERN KITCHEN 

• EPC RATING: D 


• EXTENDED THREE BEDROOM HOUSE 

• OFF ROAD PARKING AND GARAGE 

• EXTENDED OPEN PLAN LIVING SPACE 

• EPC RATING: D 


• LOVELY THREE BEDROOM SEMI DETACHED 

• ON A LARGE PLOT OF LAND 

• OFF ROAD PARKING WITH GARAGE 

• EPC RATING: D 


Sales Valuation 

0121544 9595 



Offers in Excess of £209,950.00 Offers in Excess of £199,950.00 


Offers in Excess of £184,950.00 


Offers in Excess of £174,950.00 Offers in Excess of £164,950.00 


Tame Street, West Bromwich Black Lake, West Bromwich Gilbert Avenue, Oldbury Winchester Road, West Bromwich Summerton Road, Oldbury 



• MODERN THREE BEDROOM SEMI-DETACHED 

• LARGER THAN AVERAGE PLOT OF LAND 

• MASTER BEDROOM WITH EN-SUITE 

• EPC RATING: C 


• ATTRACTIVE THREE BEDROOM MID-TERRACED 

• THREE LARGE RECEPTION ROOMS 

• LANDSCAPE GARDENS 

• EPC RATING: D 


• THREE BEDROOM SEMI-DETACHED 

• OFF ROAD PARKING 

• PROJECT. FULL MODERNISATION REQUIRED 

• EPC RATING: C 


• TWO BEDROOM SEMI-DETACHED 

• LOUNGE/DINING AREA 

• OFF ROAD PARKING 

• EPC RATING: D 


• TWO BEDROOM APARMENT 

• MASTER BEDROOM WITH EN-SUITE 

• OPEN PLAN LIVING QUARTERS 

• EPC RATING: C 


# No1 

IN BIRMINGHAM 
-ACHIEVING 99% 


Offers in Excess of £159,950.00 Offers in Excess of £114,950.00 


Guide Price £104,950.00 


£104,950.00 


Offers in Excess of £84,950.00 


Highbury Road, Oldbury Cateswell Road, Sparkhill Rough Hill Drive, Rowley Regis 



• FOUR BEDROOM DETACHED 

• OPEN PLAN LIVING SPACE 

• GARAGE AND OFF ROAD PARKING 

• EPC RATING: D 


• FOUR BEDROOM SEMI-DETACHED 

• TWO RECEPTION ROOMS 

• FIRST FLOOR FAMILY BATHROOM 

• EPC RATING: D 


• FOUR BEDROOM DETACHED HOME 

• GARAGE AND DRIVEWAY 

• OPEN PLAN KITCHEN/DINER 

• EPC RATING: D 


Offers in Excess of £234,950.00 Guide Price £234,950.00 


Offers in Excess of £199,950.00 


Old College Avenue, Oldbury 


Bramcote Way, Walsall 


Little Lane, West Bromwich 



• THREE BEDROOM MODERN TOWN HOUSE 

• SPACIOUS LOUNGE/ DINING AREA 

• LANDSCAPED GARDENS/ REAR DECKING 

• EPC RATING: C 


• THREE BEDROOM END OF TERRACE 

• DELIGHTFUL & MODERN 

• UPSTAIRS FAMILY BATHROOM 

• EPC RATING: C 


• THREE BEDROOM MID-TERRACED PROPERTY 

• TWO RECEPTION ROOMS 

• GROUND FLOOR FAMILY BATHROOM 

• EPC RATING: E 


Offers in Excess of £179,950.00 


Offers in Excess of £144,950.00 


Offers in the Region Of £109,950 


“I agreed to buy my first property 
with Love Your Postcode 
and completed today. 

My overall experience was very good, 
they were very efficient and 
I would recommend them to 
anybody who is looking to buy, 
sell,rent a property to use them. 

Once again thank you tor helping me 
thmugh the process of the purchase,” 

David Higham, Stanway Road, West Bromwich, Dec 2016 

“My property was sold within a 
week when our previous agent had 
done nothing in 6 months. 

What can I say? I’d recommend 
Love Your Postcode to anybody. 

As far as I’m concerned, 
they are the best.” 

Mr Carl Hobday, Park Hill, Wednesbury, 

Dec 2016 





Cutlass Court, Birmingham City Centre 


Kings Road, Great Barr 


Lightwoods Road, Bearwood 


Broadmoor Avenue, Oldbury 


The Hub, Stone Street, Oldbury 


• ONE BEDROOM CITY APARTMENT 

• FITTED KITCHEN WITH APPLIANCES 

• DOUBLE BEDROOM WITH FITTED WARDROBE 

• FAMILY BATHROOM WITH SHOWER 


• THREE BEDROOM SEMI-DETACHED 

• LANDSCAPED GARDENS 

• NEWLY FITTED KITCHEN/ DINER AREA 

• FULLY REFURBISHED & MODERN THROUGHOUT 


• TRADITIONAL THREE BEDROOM TERRACED 

• MODERN INTERIORS THROUGHOUT 
•GREAT TRANSPORT LINKS 

• WALKING DISTANCE OF LOCAL AMENITIES 


• MODERN THREE BEDROOM SEMI-DETACHED 

• NEWLY REFURBISHED THROUGHT 

• SPACIOUS LOUNGE 

• RECENTLY FITTED KITCHEN 


• TWO DOUBLE BEDROOM MODERN APARTMENT 

• SECURE ALLOCATED PARKING 

• SITUATED ON TOP FLOOR 

• EN-SUITE SHOWER ROOM 


Monthly Rental Of £750.00 


Monthly Rental Of £725.00 


Monthly Rental Of £725.00 Monthly Rental Of £725.00 


Monthly Rental Of £595.00 


FREE PREMIUM 
ADVERTISING 



21 DAY 

OFFER PROMISE 


Rental Valuation 

0333 344 7772 


FREE SET UP & 7% 
MANAGEMENT 


1441 


r 


£ 10,000 

RENTAL DEFAULT 
GUARANTEE* 


n 

4i h 



r £> 

MU 


Bobby Singh 

Co-founder 


Guy Vaughan 

Senior Valuer 


Sukhi Chall 

Finance Manager 


Tom Michaels 

Rentals Manager 


Asif Kola 

Head of Sales 


Steve Hunt David Price 

Mortgage Advisor Photographer 


CELEBRATING 1,000+ 
PRIVATE CLUB 
MEMBERS 

HTRUSTPILOT 

QQQQQ 


RATED“EXCELLENT” 


*With our corporate package 























Bearwood 
0121 420 1010 


www.libertyestates.org.uk 



Cape Hill 

0121 565 1010 

info @lib e r ty e states.org. uk 


29 


Park Hill Road, SMETHWICK 


Kinsey Road, SMETHWICK 


Cape Hill, SMETHWICK 


Cape Hill, SMETHWICK 




Mid terraced property comprising, two reception rooms, refitted 
kitchen, refitted ground floor bathroom, three bedrooms, double 
glazed and centrally heated where specified, front and rs 
gardens. No onward chain. 


Top floor modem apartment comprising, hallway, two double 
bedrooms, bathroom, open plan living/dining/kitchen, balcony, 
double glazing and electric heating. Set in communal grounds 
with allocated parking. Close to schools, shops and amenities. 




IDEAL INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY!!! Liberty Estate Agents are 
pleased to offer this second floor modem apartment comprising, 
hallway, two double bedrooms (master en suite), family bathroom, 
open plan living/kitchen/dining, fitted kitchen, balcony, D/G and 
C/H, communal grounds, allocated parking. 


Second floor modern apartment comprising, hallway, two 
bedrooms ( master en-suite ), bathroom, open plan living/kitchen/ 
dining, fitted kitchen, balcony, D/G and C/H, communal grounds, 
allocated parking. 


Offers Around £109,950 


Offers Around £99,950 


Offers Around £104,950 


Offers Around £104,950 


The Uplands, SMETHWICK 


Pheasant Road, BEARWOOD 


Perry Hill Crescent, OLDBURY 


Park Road, BEARWOOD 



Extended semi detached property 
comprising, porch, entrance hallway, 
reception room, extended kitchen/diner, 
three bedrooms, family bathroom, double 
glazed and centrally heated, garage, 
driveway, rear garden. NO ONWARD 
CHAIN! 




The property comprises, hallway, through lounge, fitted kitchen, 
utility room, three bedrooms, bathroom with separate WC, D/G 
and C/H, driveway, rear garden. Set in cul-de-sac location and 
offered with no onward chain!! 


I Liberty Estate Agents are pleased to offer 
I this semi detached property comprising, 
I vestibule, hallway, two reception rooms, 
1 fitted kitchen, utility room, cloakroom, 

I three good sized bedrooms, family 
I bathroom, D/G and C/H, front and rear 
I gardens. 


Offers Around 154,950 


Offers Around £289,950 


Offices at: 

12 Abbey Road, Bearwood, B67 5RD 33-35 Cape Hill, Smethwick, B66 4RX 




Offers Around £144,950 


Offers Around £229,950 




ZOOP+Q 


HURRY - SELLING FAST 


two Cjcodto fvuM, 


2 BEDROOM HOMES 
WITH CARPETS & VINYL 


Our superb 2 bedroom Allington homes feature 
an impressive specification, fitted as standard, including: 
integrated kitchen appliances, downstairs WC 
fitted wardrobes & en-suite to the master bedroom. 

PLUS reserve now and get £500 towards your legal fees* 


All from just £132,995 or 
with Help to Buy £106,396* 


DISCOVER • EXPERIENCE • BUY 


THE BIRCHES 

Willcock Road, off Dixon Street 
Wolverhampton WV2 2DA 


VIEWING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
TELEPHONE: 07800 513896 
EMAIL: kph.thebirchessales@kier.co.uk 


(Ikier 


www.kierliving.co.uk 



Photographs of a typical Kier Showhome. Elevations and finishes may vary. *Available on selected plots subject to terms and conditions apply. **Help to Buy is available upon request subject to terms and conditions. 
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pauldubberley 

^ ^Jthe estate age 

www. pau Id u bberley.coTul^MP 




Wednesbury 
0121 222 1301 


Bilston 

01902 505974 


Tipton 

0121 222 1304 


West Bromwich 
0121 222 1307 


Willenhall 
01902 505971 


Walsall 
01922 460781 


Anchor Drive, Tipton, DY4 
Tipton 



• Modern 3 Storey Town House 

• Superbly Presented Accommodation 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• Reception hall • Guest Cloakroom 

• Lounge • Fitted Kitchen • Utility Room 

Viewing 





• 3 Bedrooms • En Suite • Family Bathroom 

• Integral Garage • Rear Garden 

• Viewing Recommended, 


OFFERS AROUND: £149,950 


Gough Drive, Tipton, DY4 
Tipton 



• Modern Luxury First Floor Apartment 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Electric Heating 

• Security Entrance Doors • Viewing Recommended 

• Open Plan Lounge / Fitted Kitchen 

• 2 Bedrooms • En Suite Shower Room • Family 

Viewing 



Bathroom 

• Allocated Parking 

• Ideally Situted For All Local Amenities 


OFFERS AROUND: £99,995 



• Excellent Modern Middle Town House 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• Spacious Family Accommodation 

• 4 Bedrooms • en suite, 

Viewing: AROUND: 59 ,95Q 



• Purpose Built Apartment 

• Second Floor • Security Entrance Doors 

• No Upward Chain • Electric Heating 

• 1 Bedroom, 

OFFERS AROUND: 0/1 "7 CktZCi 

Viewing: Z.4/,UOU 


Newhall Street, Tipton, DY4 
Tipton 


Old Port Close, Tipton, DY4 
Tipton 


Catherton Close, Tipton, 
DY4 


Temple Way, Tividale, 
Oldbury, B69 



• Semi Detached Family Home • Through Lounge • Modern Fitted Kitchen 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating • 3 Bedrooms • Modern Fitted Bathroom with addi- 

• Superbly Presented Accommodation • No Upward tional shower cubicle 

Chain • Enclosed Secure Parking • Attractive Garden 

• Porch • Reception Hall • Viewing Highly Recommended, 

Viewing OFFERS AROUND: £117,500 


• Modern Purpose Built Apartment 

• Ground Floor • Canal Views 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Electric Heating 

• Open Plan Lounge / Fitted Kitchen 

• 1 Bedroom 


OFFERS AROUND: 


ir Buy To Let Investment 


£67,500 


• Modern Detached Family Home 

• Excellent Corner Plot 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• 3 Bedrooms, 

OFFERS AROUND: 

Viewing: 


£149,950 


• Modern Link-Detached 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• Good Location 

• 3 Bedrooms, 

Viewing: AROUND: £ .j gQ 995 


CALL NOW FOR A FREE VALUATION 


St Christopher Close, 
West Bromwich, B70 


Summerlee Road, 
Birmingham, B24 


Ash Drive 
West Bromwich 


Grange Road 
West Bromwich 


Harvills Hawthorn, West 
Bromwich, B70 


Hill Top 

West Bromwich 



• Modern Style Detached 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Through Lounge 

• Extended Kitchen/Diner, 

OFFERS AROUND: 
Viewing: 


£210,000 


• Semi-Detached 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Lounge 

• Downstairs Bathroom, 

OFFERS AROUND: 
Viewing: 


£130,000 


• Semi Detached House 

• 3 bedrooms 

• Porch, Lounge 

• , Kitchen / Diner 


£130,000 


• Traditional Terrace Property 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Energy Rating, Downstairs Bathroom 

£129,995 


• Mid terraced 

• Three bedrooms 

• Two reception rooms 

• Kitchen, 

OFFERS AROUND: 
Viewing: 


£120,000 


• End Terrace 

• 2 Bedroom 

• Porch, Lounge, Dining Room 

• , Galley Kitchen 

£115,000 



• Semi-Detached Property 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Conservatory, 

Viewing: AROUND £145,000 


Springfield Crescent, 


West Bromwich, B70 



• Semi Detached House 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Kitchen, 

OFFERS AROUND: 
Viewing: 


£160,000 



• Semi Detached Dormer Bungalow 

• 2 Ground Floor Bedrooms 

• Lounge, Dining Area 

• Kitchen, Wet Room, 

OFFERS AROUND: 0-1 C^C\C\C\f\ 

Viewing: Z.1 OU,UUU 



□p>Ub>SUMMARYU/b>TRADiTIONAL EXTENDED 
PROPERTY WITH NO CHAIN - A spacious semi de¬ 
tached home set in a sought after residential loca¬ 
tion with accommodation featuring three bedrooms, 

Viewing: AROUND £140,000 



□p>nb>SUMMARYD/b>A NEATLY PRESENTED 
END TERRACE BUNGALOW BEING OFFERED TO 
BUYERS OVER THE AGE OF 55 - Priced as a 50% 
share & being situated within a gated walkway the 

OFFERS AROUND: OOO 

Viewing: 3LOU,UUU 


Phoenix Rise, 
Wednesbury, WS10 



□p>Db>SU M MARYD/b>MODERN STYLE & WELL 
PRESENTED - A mid terrace property featuring two 
bedrooms, smart kitchen, lounge & first floor bath¬ 
room with white suite. Externally, there is off road 

OFFERS AROUND: OOC f\f\n 

Viewing: LUO,UUU 



□ p>Db>SUMMARYD/b>AN ATTRACTIVE CON¬ 
TEMPORARY STYLE MID TOWN HOUSE WITH 
ACCOMMODATION NEATLY ARRANGED OVER 
THREE FLOORS WHILST BENEFITING FROM NO 
Viewing: AROUND: £-) 45 ,QQQ 


np>Db>SUMMARYU/b>NO UPWARD CHAIN! A 
MODERN STYLE DETACHED PROPERTY OFFER¬ 
ING ACCOMMODATION PRESENTED TO A HIGH 
STANDARDUb>DESCRIPTIOND/b>NO UPWARD 
Viewing: AROUND: £-, 7 Q QQQ 


np>Db>SUMMARYU/b>A MUCH IMPROVED & 
WELL PRESENTED TRADITIONAL FAMILY HOME 
BEING OFFERED WITH NO ONGOING CHAIN - Ac¬ 
commodation includes three bedrooms, a lounge & 

Viewing: around £142,500 



Up>Ub>SUMMARYU/b>A WELL PRESENTED END 
TERRACE PROPERTY BENEFITING FROM OFF 
ROAD PARKING & A CONSERVATORY. Accom¬ 
modation further features three bedrooms, lounge, 

Viewing: AROUND £120,000 



Up>Ub>SUMMARY_/b>CHAIN FREE WITH AN 
OPEN REAR ASPECT - A semi detached property 
featuring three bedrooms, first floor bathroom, 
lounge, dining room & kitchen. Externally, there is off 
Viewing: AROUND: £-, 35 QQQ 



EXTENDED & HUGELY VERSATILE - The property 
features a lounge, spacious dining room, kitchen 
with breakfast area, three first floor bedrooms, 
ground floor bedroom with neighboring shower 

Viewing: around £207,950 


The Property 
Ombmikm*n 


www.pauldubberley.co.uk 

Over 400 properties available to view online, on mobile or on tablet, 
most with fully voiced video walkthroughs. 


tv.pauldubberley.co.uk 



























































































































humberstones 


Bearwood: 0121 434 434531 
Quinton: 0121 422 1188 

www.humberstoneshomes.co.uk 



h 

omes Sales & Lettings 

A FRIENDLY HANDS-ON APPROACH DEDICATED TO SELLING YOUR HOME 



Introducing Bemood’s Most Experienced Agents 


OUR PROMINENT HIGH STREET, BEARWOOD BRANCH. 


18 MONTHS AGO 

HUMBERSTONES 
HOMES TOOK 
OVER THE OLD 
TAYLORS BRANCH 

ON BEARWOOD 
HIGH STREET 


INTRODUCING 

Bearwood’s most experienced 
estate agency pairing Ian 
Kendrick (formally of Taylors 
Bearwood) having 21 years 
experience and Sue Weaver 
(formally of Derek Spires Estate 
Agents) having 28 years 
experience in the local area 



SPACIOUS mid terrace with NO UPWARD CHAIN in POPULAR neighbourhood, CONVENIENT for 
BEARWOOD town centre, offering GOOD SIZED 22ft breakfast kitchen, lounge and dining area, 3 
DOUBLE bedrooms, bathroom, PLEASANT garden. EPC D. 



MILCOTE ROAD, BEARWOOD 


DELIGHTFUL 2 bed mid terrace CLOSE to LIGHTWOODS PARK, and HANDY for BEARWOOD town 
centre, offering lounge and SEPARATE dining room, ATTRACTIVE kitchen, 2 DOUBLE bedrooms, 
super REFITTED bathroom, PLEASANT garden. MUST BE VIEWED. EPC D. 



AVAILABLE December - Spacious & well presented home. Two reception rooms & REFITTED 13ft 
kitchen, d/s shower room. 2 DOUBLE bedrooms & another bathroom on 1st floor. Gardens to 
rear. NO DSS, NO PETS, NO SMOKERS. EPC Rating: D - Subject to non-refundable admin fee of 
£125 per tenant. 


BEARWOOD 


£199,950 


BEARWOOD 


£185,000 


BEARWOOD 


£695PCM 



SPACIOUS 3 bedroomed semi detached, CONVENIENT position, with DELIGHTFUL, LARGE rear 
garden, lounge and SEPARATE dinging room, RE-FITTED shower room, ATTRACTIVE kitchen, OFF 
ROAD PARKING, side CARPORT. MUST BE VIEWED. EPC C. 



WELL PRESENTED home with 2 DOUBLE bedrooms. Terraced home CONVENIENTLY SITUATED, 
offering SPACIOUS 27ft though lounge/dining area, RE-FITTED kitchen, ATTRACTIVE bathroom, 
PLEASANT garden. Gas central heating & double glazing fitted. MUST BE VIEWED. EPC the. 



BEARWOOD 


£158,950 


BEARWOOD 


£99,950 


BEARWOOD 


£64,500 


f to* Property 
. Ombudsman 


A LICENCED MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF ESTATE AGENTS 


NAEA 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, December 8, 2016 












































oulsnam 


www.oulsnam.net 








Galton Road, Bearwood 


Well Presented Semi Detached 
Two Reception Rooms 
Three Bedrooms 
No Upward Chain 
Ideal Family Home 
EP Rating E 

Offers in the region of £199,950 






Apsley Road, Oldbury 


Semi Detached 
Recently Refurbished (2016) 
Three Bedrooms 
Modern, Open Plan Kitchen 
Ideal First Purchase 
EP Rating F 

Offers in the region of £174,950 


. Well Presnted Mid Terrace 
. Two Double Bedrooms 
. Two Reception Rooms 


Beechfield Road, Smethwick 


• Ideal First Purchase or Buy to Let 

• No Upward Chain 
. EP Rating E 

Offers in the region of £109,950 


. Traditional End of Terrace 
. Two ouble Bedrooms 
. Two Reception Rooms 


Long Hyde Road, Bearwood 


. Modern Style Kitchen 
. No Upward Chain 
. EP Rating F 

Offers in the region of £189,950 


Newnham Road, Edgbaston 


Avery House, Skipton Road, Edgbaston 


Thimblemill Road, Smethwick 


Milcote Road, Bearwood 


Semi Detched Family Home 
Three Bedrooms 
Superb Extended Kitchen 
EP Rating D 

Offers in the region of £259,950 


One Bed - Third Floor Flat 
Requires Internal Modernisation 
Ideal Investment Opportunity 
EP Rating D 

Offers in the region of £74,950 


Traditional Semi Detached 
Two Double Bedrooms 
Modern Extended Kitchen 
EP Rating C 

Offers in the region of £164,950 


. An Extended, Traditional Mid Terrace 
. Three Bedrooms 
. No Upward Chain 
. EP Rating E 

Offers in the region of £174,950 




Senior Sales Negotiator 
Beckv Smrth 


Valuer'S ale a Negator 


les Negotia! 
Jod^e Aust n 


Viewng Meg 
Kirsty Wal 


Kelly Tbcodos 


mn At 


situ 


Hagley Road 0121429 


Drench 

Jenna Hill 


Regulated By 
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Aeriels 


Carpets 


Gardening 


J. J. Digital Aerials 

Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite 

WE GUARANTEE TO 
BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE 

AERIALS£55-SATELLITE£65 
SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT WHO YOU CAN TRUST 

Friendly, reliable service 

0121 5306785/07919 597626 


rniERBULDft 


* Fasti; 


i 

For quote 

07752 506695 1 0121 556 7203 


BUILDING WORK BIG or SMALL 

Any building work undertaken: 
Bathrooms / kitchens / Plumbing / Extensions 
Plastering / Tiling / Roofing 

Call Jeevan for a FREE quote 
07445807184 


Carpentry 


CW Joinery. 

DOOR SUPPLIERS AND FITTERS' 


PVC NOW AVAILABLE 


«External doors supplied and fitted from £?7fl 
1 Fit only, Paint or Stain available 


Freephone 0800 019 3376 
01922709543 07810122133 


UIWHUfJJI»JlJmnW 


CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained 
Insured 

Estover 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes 
Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 


PAINTING & 
DECORATORS 

Over 25 years experience 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

All quotes include white paint 
for woodwork and ceilings 
For a FREE friendly quote 

Call Mick on 07896054108 
or Bart on 07825568581 





SOFAS - VINYLS - LAMINATES - STAIRLIFTS 

WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON’T. Choose at Home Service 

Help move heavy furniture, up lift plus take Ar Free Quotations and Measuring , 

away old carpets free of charge Well bring 100’s of carpet samples 

Shave doors. Bed assemble and disposal. — bed and sofa brochures to your door 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


Electric 

Beds 


from 

£549 


Electric 

Chairs 


| from 

£899 


Heavy Domestic 
Saxony’s 

from 

£6*99 sq yd 

was £14.99 

3 /_ 


Lola Leather 
Suite 

3 + 2 Recliner in 
Black or Brown 

£699 


plus... % 



Divan Beds 
Singles from 

£92 

Double from 

£142 


Bleach 

Cleanable 

Carpets 

from 

£5.99sqyd 


many instore items! 

We will beat your BIG Superstores 


GUARANTEED FITTING FOR CHRISTMAS 


Warehouse Unit, D Dormston Trading Est., 

Burton Road, Gornal DY13TD 

OPEN: MON-SAT 9.30-5.00 I SUN 10-3PM 

FREEPHONE _ 

0800 0883747 
01902 880841 


• TIPTON 

• WEDNESBURY 

• WALSALL 

• WOLVERHAMPTON 

• SEDGLEY 

• WEST BROMWICH 


m OLDBURY 

• GREAT BARR 

• SMETHWICK 

• GORNAL 

• DUDLEY 


COVERS 
ALL AREAS 


Adrian Bromley 

0121 888 7116 


Fencing 


MDB Electrical 

( Services 

All Electrical 
Work Undertaken 
To BS7671 -17th 
Edition - Domestic, 
Commercial,Industrial & 
Repairs. Free Estimate 
No Obligation 
No Job To Small 
Call: Mat 07572532097 
Office: 0121 556 4600 
mdbelectricalservicesuk 
@gmail.com 

Emergency Callout Service Available 



ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small 


Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 

• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 

• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT 

07766 105131 

Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk 


Company EPP31221 


MBioelectric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 

local service call: V --. 




T&D FENCING 


LOW PRICES! 

HIGH QUALITY FENCING PANELS, CLOSEBOARD PANELS 
AND GATES SUPPLIED ONLY OR SUPPLIED AND FITTED 


OPEN TILL 1.00PM ON SATURDAYS 

SUPPLIERS OF WOOD AND CONCRETE POSTS, 
_ GRAVEL BOARDS, TRELLIS _ 

PLASTIC SLOTTED POSTS AND PLASTIC 
GRAVEL BOARDS AVAILABLE 


FREE ESTIMATES - TRADE WELCOME 

UNIT 405, SMETHWICK ENTERPRISE CENTRE, 

THE OLD FIRE STATION, ROLFE STREET, SMETHWICK 

www.TandDfencing.co.uk 


* 3 “ 0121-565 4533 



AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


T.L.S. Creative Gardening 


• Block Paving • Slabbing • Brickwork 

• Tongue & Groove Sheds • Fencing 

• Turfing • Wrought Iron Gates & Fencing 

For a FREE quote call: 

0121-601-8034 
07833-312-126 
07906-867776 


t 


Mobile Hairdresser 


Flooring 


AtfuMLoum 

Quality Doors & 
Hardwood Flooring 
at very low prices. 

For more information 
Call 0121 533 5428 or 
visit our showroom: 



la?n 

“For those little jobs that 
just need doing” 

Special OAP Rates 

No job too small 


Not sure? 

Just call and to save you 
cost I will call you back 

07804124 730 


Cressage Paving 


Specialists in: 

Block Paving,Tarmacing, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 

FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 

Mini Digger & • tJ 

Driver available J 

01384 944032 
Mob: 07879 073702 

www. cressage-group .co.uk 


MO B I LE* 
H A I RD RESS E 

Cuts, Colours, Permsetj 

Call Lyndsey 07795 514858 


Plastering 


CJL Plastering 

For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 





Plumbing 




HOUSEHOLD 

L U M B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

_ All installations and repairs ^est^ 
Supply and fit or fit only ^ 1994y 


TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly sen/ice. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 -0121-602 6776 A 
V, — www.household-plumbing.co.uk ^ 



For a free survey a^| 
quote call 

0121 559 041 


LOFT SERVICES 

UPVC or Wooden Drop Down 
Loft Hatch with Easiway 
Aluminium Ladder 

£185 fitted 


New or enlarged Loft access 
• LOFT FLOORING 
• LOFT INSULATION 


Call Carl on 

0121 556 1761 
07502 103997 




(SFeet 

C^iut \jd 

Alison Berrill Dip CFHP, MPS Pract 
Foot-Health Practitioner 
Mobile: 07467 448263 
Email: alison.berrill@ijahoo.co.uk 


J 




Holt 
Ornamental 
Ironwork 

Gates, Railings, Stairways. 
Garden Balconies, 

07966 526528 

www. holtomamentalironworkm uk 
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Buy and 
sell with 

ClassifiedsAds 


Plumbing & Heating 






* 


istii 

Solutions 

v 'Diamond attne. 

4 / ;3** J WORCES 


• Boiler Services 

• Landlord Checks 

• Full Central Heating Systems 

• Boiler Swaps and Conversions 
Bathroom Installations 
Power Flushing 

Gas Appliance Installations 

• All Domestic Plumbing Work 





Diamond accuedi-ted 

ESTER 

Bo«<b Orovf 

Visit our new showroom 

Unit B 15 Anchor Business Park, Dudley DY2 9AF 
Office open 8am-6pm Monday-Friday 8am-4pm Saturday 

01384 560856 

info@Gasteksolutions.co.uk www.gasketsolutions.co.uk 


w»»«cny> 




MCP PLUMBING 
& HEATING 


All Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating 
Work Undertaken 
Servicing and Repairs 
Bathroom and Kitchen Installation 

07852150057 


REGISTERED 

m'AViLm 




S3 



Gas Safe registered 120506 



Get your boiler serviced 
and ready for winter 

Special Offers■ 
Now On! 


^DHave you had 
^ your boiler/fire i 
checked for Carbon 
, Monoxide?? „ 


Insulation, repairs and services on boilers, 
fires and cookers 

Install A band condensing boiler with 
free wireless room stat from £1250 

Ex British Gas with 30 years experience 


KSb GMftag & PttnaQflig 

Combi Boiler change from £950 

Specialists in Biasi / Baxi / Worcester Bosch / Vaillant Boilers plus many more 

SPECIAL OFFERS ON FULL HEATING SYSTEMS 

NATURAL & LPG G AS 
Free Quotation 

07961 140885 


KEN 

BANNISTER 

Plumbing and Heating 


All Plumbing, 
Central Heating 
undertaken. 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Free estimate and advice 

07964 997 845 
9121 557 5958 


ALL 


772 WlS ri = I =1 


ROOFING 


Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

© 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


Tom Corbett Roofin g Services 

Telephone: 0121 5800915 Mobile: 07931 344199 

• Flat Roof Repaired or Renewed 
Slate SJile Repairs 

Ridge, Hip & Chimney Repointing 
Gutter Replacement & Cleaning 






. INSTALL SERVICE & REPAIR 
Lon all Boilers and Heating Systems 
Bathrooms, Showers and 
all plumbing work 
Over 25 years experience 
Service and repair on Cookers and Fires 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT 
Landlord Certs and FREE Quotes 
CALL IAN 07907 186028 / 0121 588 8414 


Skip Hire 


RUSSELL’S SKIPS 



ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 


Household Waste, 

Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 

0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 

West Bromwich 


ROB’S 



MINI/MIDI 
SKIPS 


STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480 / 07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 


RUBBISH 

A CHEAP RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 7 DAYS 

Small Jobs 

NO PROBLEM 

u We load, 

No Skips 
Free Estimates 

Garden, Household, Shed, 
Garage, Fridges, White 
Goods, House Clearances 

0121 500 6033' 

L _____ J 



CALL ON 07553 873075 / 01384671988 

FOB YOUB FREE QUOTE 

ELITE PLASTICS 


•Fascias • Sof its • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
1 With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
01384 468831 / 07985 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 

A1 Little Job Man 

(Part of the Imperial Residential Group) 

^ Over 35 years experience 

• Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering (f(4t^)|) 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

• uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes i • 

• All Building Work Undertaken J** 1 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


0121 553 3020 






1. Visit our 

ClassifiedAds website 

www.classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 


2. Call our Classified sales 
team on 01902 317 878 



3. Self Serve - 
Create your own advert 
in print and online - visit: 

bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


■ Classified Ids 


BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 


( 0121 } 520 3388 
07721 387990 


CB Call us on... 1 

Id E-mail us at... 

.Postto... ^ 1 


|| 01902319590 A 

MW A tnark.inoore@expressQndstar.co.uk J| 

House, Rounds Green Road, Oldbury B692DGJ | 

Brought to you by Express & Star 
























































































ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


▼ Index 


1 Family 


m 

m 

a 

s 

m 

a 

i 
i 


Leisure Time 


Home & Services 


Pets & Animals 


Business & Farming 


Property 


8 Motoring 


Local Information 


10 Personals 


Free Ads 



- 

Place a paid for advert 

© 

L " 

By Phone 01902 317878 

8.30am - 5.30pm Mon - Fri. 

Closed Sat/Sun and Bank Holidays 



Online 

bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 

■ 



In person 


At your local Express & Star Office. 
Cancel/amend, call before 3.00pm 
Monday - Friday for the next day’s 
advertisement or also before 3.00pm 
Friday for Monday’s advertisement. 


funeral directors 


When you need 
us we’ll be there 


The co-operative funeralcare 


Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est. 1907 
• 24 hour sen/ice 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 

44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 

Dignity- 


Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 


Family 


can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 


'N 


Leisure 

Time 


Indoor Car Boot Sale. 

Saturday 10th December 

Walsall FC Supporters Club 

Bescot Crescent, WS1 4TS 
Doors open - Sellers 9am /Buyers 10am 

Entry 30p / Tables £5 & £7.50 

Booked on 01922 621179 


CHRISTMAS INDOOR 
CAR BOOT SALE TOMBOLA 

Saturday, December 10 
12 noon - 2pm. 

St Mark’s Hall 
Thimblemill Road 
Smethwick. 

Free Entry. 


We Want Your 
Motorhome 

Finance Cleared 
Fast Secure Payment 
Top Prices Paid 

Please Call 

AEG on 01384 848439 or 
Lee Jinks on 07740 895448 
www.aegmotorhomes.co.uk 


24-26 Birmingham Street, 
Oldbury, West Midlands, 

B69 4DS T: 0121 552 1170 

359 High Street, West 
Bromwich, West Midlands, 

B70 9QGT: 0121 314 8964 

www.centralengland.coop 





caravan parks 


LUXURY HOLIDAY HOME for Sale 
on 5* Park, DG, CH, bar & restau¬ 
rant. Child & Pet friendly, 20 acres 
walking woodland £24.995 inc 
2017 site fees Call 01568 708 326. 



clairvoyance 


CLAIRVOYANT JOHN STARKEY 

Appointments, Home visits & Tele¬ 
phone readings 01902 334 224 



antique fairs 


* ANTIQUE/ * 
COLLECTORS 
VINTAGE FAIR 

CORNBOW HALL, HAGLEY STREET, 
HALESOWEN, B63 3AT (NEXT TO WILKOS). 

FRIDAY 16TH DECEMBER 

8.00AM - 4PM 

07783 680 627/07800 718 069 

★ www.blackcountryfairs.co.uk ★ 


Christmas events 


CHRISTMAS TREE 
FESTIVAL 

St. Bartholemew’s Church, 
Wednesbury. 

Free entry. 

Friday, December 9 

4pm - 8pm. 

Grand opening by ‘Blind Dave’ 
(Dave Heeley), plus choir. 
Saturday, December 10 
1pm - 6pm, 

Childrens activities, 
talk by Ian Bott, 4.45pm. 
Sunday, December 11 
3pm - 5pm 

Crafts and Christingle. 


markets 


BESCOT 


SUNDAY MARKET 
OPEN EVERY SUNDAY 

Banks’s Stadium, Walsall FC 
WS1 4SA, FREE PARKING, J9 M6 
07889 975701 All hard standing 




Home & 
Services 


Free 


ITS FREE, ITS EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


MEMORY FOAM mattress, double, 
still wrapped, easycare, cost, £250, 
sell £180 ono. 07521 857432. 



EVE MATTRESS 
AS SEEN ON TV 

Own this premier mattress 
Save 50% OFF on-line price on 
cancelled deliveries, as new condition. 

3ft .£34ST £174.50 

4ft .£49€T .. £249.50 

4ft 6in .£54Sf £274.50 

5ft .£623 £314.50 

6ft .£743 ..£374.50 


BFC FACTORY OUTLET 

CONEYGRE ROAD IND EST, 
GREAT BRIDGE RD, TIPTON DY4 8XF. 
P7TT1 OFF A461 2 MINS FROM NEW . , r ,„ 
TESCO & TOBY CARVERY 

0121 557 6885 

BIG CHOICE OF DINING FURNITURE 


A BIG SALE NOW ON Gas and elec¬ 
tric cookers, fires, autos, fridge 
freezers, tumble dryers, built in 
ovens, hobs and lots more. 01902 
403770 Past and Present 24-26 
Church St, Bilston (opp town hall). 


AT C B SHEDS & FENCING We 

supply/fit. Free quotes. Supply 
sleepers & decking 01922 7202/0. 


LARGE AMOUNT of clothes, as 
new, bed linen, towels, kitchen 
acc’s, glassware, curtains, shoes. 
Offers up to £200. 0754 4224878. 


ALL GOLD 9CT £300 PER OUNCE 
CASH PAID TODAY 

No amount is too small 
A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester Moorcroft 
•Lladro • Old coins 

• WATCHES • COSTUME JEWELLERY 
• Diamonds and Gold Coins • Clocks • Paintings 
• ALL SILVER* All Oriental Items 
Pre'47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


ates Wanted, Amps, Turntables, 
CD players, Speakers etc, any age 
Wanted. 01902335714 
READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 




CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 


Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 



AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs, Plasma, LED etc, 
CCTV cameras supplied & fitted. 
Any area. Free Estimates. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. Wall 
mounts / TV setups. 07850 330251. 



aerials 





O 1922¥7tfs> 02& 
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ClassifiedAds 



CLASSIFIEDS 

HELPED 

ME... 


I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract 

Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS 
RESULTS CALL 

01902 319 191 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


appliance repairs 


A SAME DAY REPAIR - Cookers 
Autos Fridges Vacs and Micros. 
Call 07900 578897/07801 746853. 


building services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years experience in the industry 

All aspects of building work including: 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 
Discounts offered. 

01902 579592 / 07837 994465 


A DAMP 
At PROOFING 

APPROVED CONTRACTOR 

All damp problems, roofing, all , f '. 
building & alteration work 

FREE QUOTES 

07538 118034 or 01902 752161 


building supplies 


QUALITY DOORS AND HARD¬ 
WOOD FLOORING @ low prices. 
Call Arnold Laver 0121 533 5428. 


carpet & upholstery 
^_ cleaning _ 


ClassifiedAds 


IY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 


CLASSIFIEDS 

HELPED 

ME... 


“I am really 
pleased 
with the 
response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising!” 

Paul Westwood 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS RESULTS CALL 

01902 319 191 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

OAP discount. Recession Prices. 
Unbeatable Value: Rooms cleaned from £16 

Call Paul 07870 341089 


carpet fitters 


> suppli 

just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 

§ uotes call Mark 01543 
20598/07941 619694. 


carpentry & ] 

V joinery _| 

B & S JOINERY Six internal pre¬ 
primed doors fully fitted from £350. 
07958 552625, 

CARPENTRY AND JOINERY 

Kitchens, fitted wardrobes, doors, 
flooring, staircases and refurbs. 
07903 234137 or 0121 4939733. 


Christmas 

trees/wreaths 


christmastreesatapl.co.uk 

Check above website or call 
0121 505 3558 for quality real trees, 
blocked and netted. 


fencing 


ORTWfly 
P FENCING 


SPECIAL OFFER 


0121 531 5250/07866 137656 

Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm 

Sat 8am -12noon irm irf (pW ,8 

83 Portway Rd, W'bury 


ww.portwayfencing.co.uk 


gas fitting 


j 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers 

• Cookers 

• Fires 

• Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


gates 


ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS, 

etc. Free quotes, also repairs & 
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours. 

DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in 
supplying/fitting gates and railings. 
Free quotes: 07497 667752. 


house clearances 


A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and 
sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece 
suites and leather 
chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


handyman 
y services 


YOUR LOCAL HANDYMAN 

FREE QUOTES 

All work guaranteed, Most trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


LOCK AND CARPENTRY plumb¬ 
ing, plastering, slabbing and roofing 
01902 683100 or 07935 906384. 


ClassifiedAds 


IY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 


9* 


m 


CLASSIFIEDS 

HELPED 

ME... 


I average around 1 to 2 
phone calls a day from 
customers as a direct result 
of my Classified Advertising. 
I am very happy with my 
response levels. 

Mr Causer. 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS RESULTS CALL 

01902 319 191 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


c 


painters 

decorators 


LJ 


DECORATOR 

I ALL domestic work 
undertaken 

Reliable & Affordable 
Special rates for OAPs 

No job too SMALL 

Call 

07957 346 059 


A PROFESSIONAL DECORATING 

service by RC Decorating. Free 
competitive quotes: 07773 025880. 

C&D DECORATING City & Guilds / 
Wallpapering. Tiling and Flooring. 
Free quotes, call 07973 286288. 


plans prepared 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 


plastering 


STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919/07977 262943. 


removals 


A & MCHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
07749 941319 


CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 

CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 

Removals, clearances, large/small. 
01902 741546, 07899 635852. 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


roofing 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


skip hire 


A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
( 0121 ) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 


GOLDSHILL SKIPS 

Bring your own waste 
cheaper than skips. General, 
Green, Wood waste any size 
vehicle. Phone for prices: 

0121 557 3346 


STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480/07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 
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“ClassifiedAds 


01902 317878 | classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 


ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 

GRINSEUS 
SKIP HIRE 


CLASSIFIEDS 

HELPED 

ME... 


Thanks to our 
Classified advertising 
in the Express & Star 
we are really busy! 

It definitely 
works for us! 

Grinsells Skip Hire. 



ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


ENGLISH SPRINGER Spaniel pups, 
excellent pedigree / quality, £450 
each. 07464 732193. 



THIS SPACE 

You R "j* 
BUSINESS 


Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191. 


Business & 
Farming 


n 


READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 



commercial 
v premises 


UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties 0121 520 5318. 


Property 


NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 



AnyJ 

Property 

Wanted 

PROUDLY REGULATED BY: 



J9 


Accommodation 


NO DEPOSIT 

★MOVE IN TODAY* 

Studios 
from £90pw* 
Rooms 
from £65pw* 

*lncludes Most Bills 

CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST 


Midland Landlord Accreditation S 


(D0SJE8030S0 

J9accommodation.com 


Jobs 


ADR COURSES WITH CRH 

Now back in the Black Country. 
From W/C 26th Sept 0121 3231777 


ClassifiedAds 


BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 



CLASSIFIEDS 
HELPED 
ME... 


We have been advertising in the Express & Star and Chronicles 
for over 20 years and consider it a key part of our business with 
the regular flow of calls, which our advertising generates. 

Black Country Homes 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS RESULTS CALL Broughttoyou by 

01902 319 191 Express & Star 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 


Need to sell your 
home fast? 


Purchase Agreed Within 

7 PAYS 


We can help you 
make a fresh start 

With solutions to suit... 

you can clear your debts 
and make a fresh start 


ALL CIRCUMSTANCES CONSIDERED 
COMPLETE ON DATE TO SUIT 
FREE VALUATION AND LEGALS 
FREE FRIENDLY ADVICE 
LOCAL COMPANY 


MARION I PROPERTY SOLUTIONS 


WHY NOT CALL US TODAY 




*Terms and 
Conditions apply 

OUR LINES ARE OPEN 24/7 


ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 



CLASSIFIEDS 

HELPED 

ME... 


“I am really pleased with the response 
I get from my Classified Advertising!” 
Paul Westwood - Home Cash Buyer 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS RESULTS CALL 

01902 319 191 


Brought to you by 

Express & Star 


full time - general 


WodnMtoury 

Due to continued expansion, we are now recruiting for experienced 

Mechanical Maintenance Technician 

to join our existing team. 

The ideal candidate will have the following; 

• Educated to HNC level standard or equivalent time served 
work experience 

• Previous engineering/machinery knowledge/experience 

• Familiarity with automated machinery 

• Computer systems experienced - knowledge, analyse & control of. 
In return, we offer an above industry salary package, excellent 
working conditions & opportunity to grow & develop within one of 
the leaders in Manufacturing in the Midlands. 

Contact 01902 319333 or email a current CV and a covering 
letter to jobs@staremploymentservices.co.uk 


AMP SCAFFOLDING require for 
various sites around the Midlands 
an advanced, fully carded scaf- 
folder / driver to carry out scafftag- 
ging, handing over of scaffolds and 
site checking. Please apply to 
kirsty@ampscaffold.co.uk 0121 
580 0389 

SCAFFOLDING TRAINEES AND 
LABOURERS required for SBBS 
Building & Scaffolding Ltd Wednes- 
buiy, training provided. Must have 
CITB HSE Test pass certificate and 
be over 18. John on 07484 061406 
email craig@sbbs-site.co.uk 


TOOLROOM MANAGER. 

Experience in progression & single 
ops, hands-on, computer literate. 
Also experienced Toolmaker. 
Glenbeth Tool, West Brom. Email: 
robin, welch @ btconnect.com 


TEMPORARY PART TIME Shop 
Assistant for Saturday’s in ladies 
dress shop. Call between Tues and 
Sat 11am-4pm on 0121 544 8098. 


Motoring 


^BSB 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


GOOO RUNNER 


DAEWOO LANOS 

1998,1.3, 5-dr hatchback. 

Silver, petrol, sunroof, 
central locking, MoT June 


07761 722981. 


GOOO RUNNER 


NISSAN MICRA 

2000,1.0, petrol, green, 
Mot June 2017. 

£425. 

07805 644260. 


BARGAIN 


ROVER 45 CONNOISSEUR 

2004, eight months MoT, 
53,000 miles, nightfire red, 
climate control, leather interior, 
good condition. 

£650 o.n.o. 

0121 556 3360 


07900 441090 



VAUXHALL CORSA SXI+ 


2006, 1.8, 69,000 Miles, Silver, 
abs, electric windows, electric 
mirrors, air con, long MoT, 
central locking, pas, Alloys, CD, 
Leather Interior 

£1,100 ono 

01889 620286 



HONDA CIVICS 

2009, 85000 Miles, Red, abs, 
electric windows, fsh, long MoT, 
Low Profile Alloys available 
£4,150 ono. 

01902 787600. 


MINI COOPER 1.6 

52 reg., red with white roof and 
stripe down bonnet, white 
alloys, 78,000 original miles, all 
MoT’s, lots of Service history. 
MoT June 2017. Good 
condition for year. 

£1,995 ono 

07935 180184. 


MUST BE SEEN 


RANGE ROVER 


2004, HSE. Good condition, 
six months MoT. 


£4,500 no offers. 
07951 224740 


MUST BE SEEN 


VW GOLF GTi 

5Dr, 06 Reg., in black, 2.0 turbo, 
long MoT, drives great, 190bhp, 
all ususal extras. 

£3,995. 

01543 579587 


07974 256690. 


VAUXHALL COMBO CDTi van, 09 
reg, 10 months MoT, excellent con¬ 
dition inside and out. £995. 

07495 284545. 


Homer’s 


10 Hours £125! Four Hours £40! 
2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available for £10 
07432 458100 / 01562 870050 
01384 234954 / 0121 5640090 
01902 580065 www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 


MOTORBIKE TRAILER 

Jockey wheel winch, spare 
wheer, electrics, good all 
purpose trailer. 7ft x 5ft. 
Very good condition. 

£350 ono. 

01785 255563 or 0791 
3021857. 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 
Oldbury Area. 


CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, buyer will call. 
WANTED Cheap car, nice condition, 
long MoT, anything considered. 
From 52 Reg onwards. 01922 
512935. 


Local 

Information 


ALAN HASSALL 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 
any persons having a claim against 
or an interest in the Estate of the 
aforementioned deceased, late of Hill 
Top Nursing Lodge 93-95 Hill Top 
West Bromwich B70 0PX, who died 
on 16/10/2016, are required to send 
particulars thereof in writing to the 
undersigned Solicitors on or before 
10/02/2017, after which date the 
Estate will be distributed having 
regard only to claims and interests of 
which they have had notice. 

BACHES LLP 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Vicarage Road, Smethwick) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2016, has made an Order to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from 
proceeding along Vicarage Road, Smethwick between Green Street and Church Hill 
Street. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be completed 
by 28/12/16, effective from 12/12/16. A diversion route will be signed via Church Hill 
Street, South Road, Green Street and vice-versa. Purpose - repairs to carriageway 
following a previous sewer repair by Amey (for Severn Trent Water). 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Langley Green Level Crossing, Crosswells Road, 
Oldbury) (Temporary Road Closure) Order 2016, has made an Order to temporarily 
prohibit any vehicles from proceeding along Crosswells Road, Oldbury between Western 
Road and Thompson Road. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is 
expected to be completed by 30/12/16 (06.00hrs) effective from 23/12/16 (18.00hrs). 
Traffic will be diverted via Western Road, Tat Bank Road, Vicarage Road and vice-versa. 
Purpose - tamping through Langley Green Level Crossing, removing and replacing steel 
beams - Network Rail. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Rolfe Street, Smethwick) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2016, has made an Order to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from 
proceeding along Rolfe Street, Smethwick from North Western Road for a distance of 
100 metres in a north easterly direction. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the 
work is expected to be completed by 18/12/16, effective from 18/12/16. Traffic will be 
diverted via New Street, Tollhouse Way and vice-versa. Purpose - works to repair a 
damaged manahole cover and frame by Amey (on behalf of Severn Trent Water). 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Falcon Road, Oldbury) (Temporary Road Closure) 
Order 2016, intends to temporarily prohibit vehicles from proceeding along Falcon Road, 
Oldbury (Fairway Road - Ferndale Road). Traffic will be diverted via Falcon Road, Kestrel 
Road, Ferndale Road and vice-versa. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work 
necessitating a Temporary Traffic Regulation Order is expected to be completed by 
17/02/17, effective from 26/01/17. Purpose - works to a gas main by Balfour Beatty for 
National Grid Gas. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Tame Valley Canal, Great Barr) (Temporary 
Public Right of Way Closure) Order 2016, intends to temporarily prohibit pedestrians 
from proceeding via Tame Valley Canal (public right of way) between Old Walsall Road 
and Hill Farm Bridge. Pedestrians will be diverted via Newton Road, Monksfield Avenue, 
Longleat, Wilderness Lane to Rushall Canal and vice-versa. Work is expected to be 
completed by 31/03/17, effective from 09/01/17. There will be no diversion route signed 
for pedestrians. Purpose - works to resurface the footpath by Canal and River Trust. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Sabell Road and Ford Street, Smethwick) 
(Temporary Road Closures) Order 2016, intends to temporarily prohibit vehicles from 
proceeding along the following roads in Smethwick: 1) Sabell Road -Totnes Road to High 
Street. Vehicles will be diverted via Sabell Road, Silverton Road, White Road, High Street 
and vice-versa (anticipated dates 03-16/01/17); 2) Ford Street - Kelia Drive to High 
Street. Vehicles will be diverted via Ford Street, Bleak Street, Devonshire Road, Dibble 
Road, High Street and vice-versa (anticipated dates 06-17/02/17). The maximum 
duration is 18 months, but the work necessitating a Temporary Traffic Regulation Order 
is expected to be completed by 17/02/17, effective from 03/01/17. Purpose - gas main 
replacement by Balfour Beatty for National Grid Gas. 


GWENDOLINE LEAH FINNEY 


Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the afore¬ 
mentioned deceased, late of Sunrise 
5 Church Road Edgbaston Birmingham 
(formerly of 15 Woodgreen Croft 
Oldbury Warley B68 ODG, who died 
on 07/05/2016, are required to send 
particulars thereof in writing to the 
undersigned Solicitors on or before 
17/02/2017, after which date the Estate 
will be distributed having regard only to 
claims and interests of which they have 
had notice. 

CLARKE WILLMOTT LLP 

138 Edmund Street 

Birmingham B3 2ES t 488604 

ISOBEL ROSALIE SCOTT 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the afore¬ 
mentioned deceased, late of 22 Turton 
Road West Bromwich West Midlands 
B70 8LA, who died on 18/11/2016, are 
required to send particulars thereof in 
writing to the undersigned Solicitors on 
or before 17/02/2017, after which date 
the Estate will be distributed having 
regard only to claims and interests of 
which they have had notice. 

ADCOCKS SOLICITORS LIMITED 
27 Lombard Street Lichfield 
Staffordshire WS13 6DP T489005 
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Personals 


LOCAL LADIES Available & looking 
for Fun in vour area. Call to hook up 
(no text) Tel: 0700 8026 348. 


STREETLY BURIAL PLOT for si 

text for details and price 
07813 744491. 


YOUNG, ACTIVE, RETIRED 
GENT 

Enjoys Ballroom / Jive and 
visiting Wales. 

WLTM sincere lady age up to 70 
years, for Friendship. Similar 
interests. Fire/Air signs 
preferred. OHAC. 
Perhaps brighten up my 
Christmas this year. 
Wolverhampton/Cannock/ 
Lichfield and surrounding 
areas. 

Recent photo appreciated 
(returned). 

Must have landline connection. 

Box Number P20636, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


73 YEARS YOUNG, 
GOING ON 60 

Genuine, well respected 
gentleman, looking for a lovely 
lady, with GSOH (important), to 
spend cosy nights in with TV 
and films, likes dining out/in, 
cinema and theatre, car would 
be a bonus but not essential. 

I am looking for a long term 
relationship with the right lady. 

Please send recent photo, 
will return. 

Box Number P20640, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


DECORATORS WANTED 

mmsm 

mm 
m t S 



CLASSIFIEDS 


WORK! 
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THINK 
YOU CAN’T 
AFFORD A 
NEW CAR? 


£ 2 , 000 * 

SCRAPPAGE 


Well give you up to £2,000* scrappage for 
your old car to put towards a brand new 
VauxhaU from across the range. 


PROUD SPONSOR OF OUR 
NATIONAL FOOTBALL TEAMS 



Sandwell Garages 

0121 553 7693 

www.sandwellvauxhall.com 


Spon Lane 
West Midlands 
B706AR 



VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). VauxhaU range: Urban: 12.7 (22.3) - 83.1 (3.4), 
Extra-urban: 23.3 (12.1) - 94.2 (3.0), Combined: 17.9 (15.8) - 91.1 (3.1). C0 2 emissions: 373 - 82g/km. # 

*Up to £2,000 Scrappage Allowance towards selected new cars is offered on condition that the traded-in car must have been registered in your name as the owner for at least 90 days and the registration document must be in your name and address. Offer is for vehicles ordered from 15 November 2016 to 18 December 2016 which are 
subsequently registered by 31 December 2016. Offer applies to private individuals, VauxhaU Partners and small businesses 1-24 units (purchase only). All other customers are excluded. Offer available at participating Retailers only. Terms, conditions and exclusions apply. #Fuel consumption information is official government environmental 
data, tested in accordance with the relevant EU directive. Official EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. Correct at time of going to press. VauxhaU Motors reserve the right to amend or withdraw this offer at any time. 


NetworkCJ 

/ The best ploce for used Vouxhalls 






UliM) 





2014/14 CORSA 1.2 

LIMITED EDITION 3-dr. Grey 
& Black Roof, 15,432 miles 



NETWORK Q VEHICLES 


ADAM 


2014/14 

2016/16 

2016/16 

2012/62 

2013/63 

2015/65 

2015/15 

2015/65 

2016/16 

2016/16 

2014/14 


ADAM 1.2 JAM Red, 6,875 miles . £7350 

ADAM 1.2 SLAM Tech Pack, Black, 1,000 miles . £11,995 

ANTARA 

ANTARA 2.2 EXCLUSIVE White, 1,294 miles . £15,995 

ASTRA 

ASTRA 1.6 SRi 18” Wheels, 5dr, White, 32,387 miles . £6995 

ASTRA 1.6 SE 5dr, Black, 31,097 miles . £7888 

ASTRA 1.6 EXCITE 5dr, White, 13,125 miles . £8995 

ASTRA 1.6 SRi 5dr, Silver Lake, 17,224 miles . £8995 

ASTRA 1.6 DESIGN EST Parking Sensors, Silver, 5,717 miles . £9750 

ASTRA 1.4T ENERGY New Model 5-dr, Silver, Demo, 

850 miles . £14,995 

ASTRA 1.0T Ri New Model 5dr, Red, Demo, 1,000 miles . £15,995 

CASCADA 

CASCADA 1.4T SE CONVERTIBLE Black, 13,123 miles . £12,695 


CORSA 

2012/12 CORSA 1.2 SE 5-dr. Grey, 27,641 miles .,. w . £5695 

2013/13 CORSA 1.2 ENERGY AC, 5dr, White, 47,780 miles . £5650 

2013/13 CORSA 1.2 ENERGY 3-dr. Red, 28,393 miles . £5695 

2013/63 CORSA 1.2 SXi AC, 5dr, Start Stop, Red, 28,973 miles . £6450 

2014/14 CORSA 1.2 LIMITED EDITION 3D Grey/Black Roof, 15,432 miles . £7250 

2014/14 CORSA 1.4 SRi A/C, 3dr, Red, 20,114 miles . £6995 

2015/65 CORSA 1.2 DESIGN Alloys, 5dr, White, 14,760 miles . £7888 

2015/65 CORSA 1.2 DESIGN A/C, Alloys, 5-dr. Grey, 12,803 miles . £7995 

2015/65 CORSA STING R 3dr, 1,0T Olympic White, Demo, 4,000 miles . £7995 

2016/16 CORSA 1.4T SRi 3dr, VX Line, Red, 1,559 miles . £10,650 

2016/65 CORSA VXR1.6 Sensors, Performance Pack, White, 3,011 miles.. £15,995 
2016/16 CORSA 1.4 LIMITED EDITION 5dr White/Black Roof, 1,345 miles. .£11,695 
2014/14 CORSA 1.2 LIMITED EDITION Red, 3-dr. 14,693 miles . £7295 

INSIGNIA 

2015/65 INSIGNIA 1.6 CDTi SRi NAV136 S/S Silver, 15,120 miles . £12,650 

2016/65 INSIGNIA 2.0 CDTi ENERGY Sensors, White, Demo, 3,000 miles £16,995 


MERIVA 

2014/64 MERIVA 1.4 TECHLINE Parking Sensors, Grey, 18,260 miles . £7995 

MOKKA 

2015/15 MOKKA 1.6 SE Leather, Boracay Blue, 6,130 miles . £11,995 

2015/65 MOKKA 1.6 SE CDTi DIESEL Olympic White, Demo, 1295 miles £16,995 

VIVA 

2016/16 VIVA 1.0 SL WINTER PACK 5dr, Silver, Demo, 1,000 miles . £8995 

ZAFIRA 

2015/65 ZAFIRA TOURER 2.0 SRi CDTi XP KIT White, Demo, 8,340 miles£1 6,995 

NON NETWORK Q 

2005/05 CORSA 1.2 LIFE 5-dr. Rubens Red, 36,750 miles . £1995 

2006/56 MERIVA 1.4 ENERGY 5-dr. Metro Blue, 43,555 miles . £2695 

2006/56 ZAFIRA 1.8 SRi 5-dr. Silver, 57,129 miles . £3995 

OTHER MAKES 

2015/15 RENAULT CAPTUR 1.5CDi MEDINAV ENERGY 

Orange/Black 31,619 miles . £9750 


LOW RATE FINANCE AVAILABLE ON ALL OF OUR USED CARS 


Sandwell Garages 


0121 553 7693 

www.sandwellvauxhall.com 


Spon Lane 
West Bromwich 
West Midlands 
B706AR 


f jkj follow us on 

Facebook 



VAUXHALL 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, December8, 2016 




















































MOTORING 


Prepare your car for winter season 



Fit winter tyres as they provide more grip than normal rubber 


By James Parker 


The nights are drawing in, the leaves have 
fallen from the trees and there’s a distinct 
chill in the air. 

Winter is around the corner, and it’s a 
challenging time of year for your pride and joy. 

With that in mind we’ve put together a quick 
checklist to make sure your car’s in the best 
possible shape for winter. 

• Fit winter tyres 

When temperatures fall below seven 
degrees, winter tyres provide more grip than 
normal rubber, and their performance in 
snowy and wet conditions is vastly superior. 

In fact, they can make such a difference that 
countries including Germany and Austria have 
made them compulsory during the winter 
months. 

Beware, though, that you’ll need to keep 
your summer tyres for when the weather 
improves, because above seven degrees, 
winter rubber becomes less effective. Rather 
than changing the tyres themselves, it’s 
often easiest to put winter tyres on some 
cheap steel wheels and simply run the car on 
those between December and April before 
swapping back to your nice, shiny alloys. 

• Snow chains 

Snow chains are rarely useful in the UK, but 
if you plan to take your car abroad, you’ll find 
they’re often a legal requirement. 

Don’t use them unless you absolutely have 
to, though, because they tear up roads and 
offer far less grip than winter tyres unless 
there’s snow under the wheels. It’s also 
worth noting that some modern cars can’t 
accommodate snow chains thanks to their 



Take care when using snow chains 

huge alloy wheels, and that some alternatives, 
such as snow socks, are illegal in some 
countries. 

• Carry blankets and warm clothing 
Getting stuck by the side of the road due 

to a breakdown or an accident is never a 
pleasant experience, but it’s far worse in the 
depths of winter. 

It’s important, therefore, that you carry some 
blankets and warm clothing to keep your body 
temperature up if you get stuck. 

• Check your lights 

With days getting shorter, now is a good 
time to make sure your lights are working. 
Switch the headlights on and walk around 


the car checking each bulb in turn, then 
ensure that the indicators are working and 
use a reflective surface such as a window or 
garage door to make sure the brake lights 
work. 

Many people forget that lights are not just 
for seeing with - it’s important that you can be 
seen easily by other road users. If the weather 


turns snowy, rainy or foggy, turn your lights 
on to make sure everyone else knows you’re 
there. 

• Top up vital fluids 

Winter’s salty roads and inclement weather 
mean you’re likely to use far more windscreen 
washer fluid than normal, so make sure you’ve 
got plenty in the bottle. 


In the summer, you can use more water than 
washer fluid, but the fluid should be less dilute 
in winter because the fluid has an anti-freezing 
agent in it. 

It’s also worth checking all the car’s other 
vital fluids, such as oil and coolant - you don’t 
want to break down if you can possibly avoid 
it. 




For just £75.00 for the year! 
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MUTO 

SOLUTIONS 

MOT & SERVICE CENTRE 


OIL AND FILTER from £19.99 
INTERM SERVICE from £35.00 
FULL SERVICE from £75.00 


MOTS 

« SERVICING 
□ DIAGNOSTICS 


Tel: 0121 439 9097 
Mob: 07742 192189 
autosolutionsuk@gmail.com 




0121 439 1980 
07845 880 520 


PUNCTURE REPAIRS SUPPLIED AND FITTED 
NEW AND USED PART WORN TYRES 
TRACKING WHEEL BALANCING 


2 WHITEHALL ROAD GREAT BRIDGE TIPTON DY4 7EX 


J I I I L 


GrB 


TYRES LTD. 


Your Tyre Solutions 


GK 

,v/ Now 

TVOUCHERS 

Available at SWT Tints 

VOUCi 

your loved one the - ^ 
oring gift for 

ow Tinting and Full Vehicle Wrapping 

HERS AVAILABLE FROM £70 


ipc&y New and Part Worn | 
Tyres trom £10 

Tracking £20 

k CALL NOW 

07861775163 

Unit 5,183 Great Bridge Street, West Midlands B70 ODJ 


m 


TYRES & EXHAUSTS 

■ Tyre fittings B Puncture repairs 
Exhaust fitting B Free tyre pressure check 
[3 Battery replacement U Catalytic converter fitting 


Call us for a FREE quote 

on 0121 557 8471 


Unit 7, Sedgley Road, Tipton, DY4 8XA 
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A top team - Netherton CC’s hard-working committee with guests Jeremy Coney and Josh Daniels 


Reg Cooper, aged 84, is recognised for his outstanding service with the club 



Jeremy Coney with Colin Brookes, who was honoured on the night 


Celebrations as cricket 
club racks up 150 years 


NETHERTON CC honoured three club 
stalwarts as they rounded off their 150th 
anniversary celebrations with a night to 
remember. 

Past and present players plus numerous 
guests checked into the Village Hotel in Dudley 
for a special dinner to mark the end of a mo¬ 
mentous season. 

Former New Zealand captain turned radio and TV 
pundit Jeremy Coney provided the cricketing enter¬ 
tainment with tales from his lengthy career while 
comedian Josh Daniels gave a brilliant stand-up rou¬ 
tine. 

Both were outdone, however, by the standing ova¬ 
tion club legend Reg Cooper received when his out¬ 
standing service was recognised. 

The 84-year-old has served the club in numerous 
capacities for 53 years, having first joined as a player 
in 1963 and is still there at their Highbridge Road 
ground every Saturday during the season. 

Emotional 

Netherton president Dennis Lewis read out the 
tributes to Cooper and two other members who were 
honoured, Colin Brookes and Keith Culwick. Coney 
presented them gifts. 

“The standing ovation Reg received was the high¬ 
light of the night for me,” said Lewis. 

“It was lovely and I think it was quite emotional for 
Reg. He is hugely popular at the club. 

“He joined in 1963 as a player and he is still there 
every Saturday, making the opposition feel welcome 
and dishing out cups of tea. 

“He played then sat on the committee for 30 years 
and also did a lot of work around the ground. 

“He used to love cutting the outfield and took a 
lot of pride in his job. He designed the scorebox we 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By Nick Elwell 


“It’s been a very busy and en¬ 
joyable year. We had planned 
things out and everything has 
gone quite smoothly. 


had built to mark our 125th anniversary and also the 
team room that we had built the same year. 

“There isn’t much he hasn’t done during his time 
at the club and 53 years is a unbelievable amount of 
commitment.” 

Brookes is another hugely popular character at the 
club and well known across the Black Country and 
beyond for his time with Halesowen Town where he is 
the current president and a former manager. 

The former professional footballer, who was a 
youth team player alongside the Busby Babes at 
Manchester United before spells with Albion and his 
home-town club Barnsley, is a keen cricket fan and 
joined Netherton in 1968. 

“Colin had joined the police force after playing foot¬ 
ball and he was on the beat in Netherton when he 
joined,” said Lewis. 

“He played and captained the first team and has 
been a member ever since. 

“He was a bit of a practical joker and likes to tell 
a few tales. 

“He still comes down and bores us all with his sto¬ 
ries!” joked Lewis. “But he has the club at heart.” 

Culwick joined Cooper and Brookes in the spot¬ 


light as the club thanked him for excellent work as 
groundsman. “Keith joined 20 years ago when his 
lads Matt and Mark started playing junior cricket 
with us,” said Lewis. 

“Keith ended up coaching the junior side and then 
started doing some work on the ground and has been 
our groundsman for the last 16 years, working things 
around his day job. 

“People like this are the heartbeat of the club. 
Without them you wouldn’t survive. You wouldn’t 
have a club.” 

Lewis has served the club since 1984. He turned up 
one day to watch his brother play and with the team 
one short, he took to the field and has been hooked 
ever since. 

Alongside the club’s hard-working committee, 
Lewis has overseen a successful series of events that 
have marked a special year. 

Beer 

“It’s been a very busy and enjoyable year,” he said. 
“We had planned things out and everything has gone 
quite smoothly. 

“It started in May with the president’s game. We 
have had lots of social events and a few beer matches 
along the way and then we had the game with MCC 
on May 31. 

“It was a good game of cricket and a nice get-to¬ 
gether in the club afterwards.” 

And after seeing the on-field exploits prove such a 
hit, alongside a season that saw the first team just 
miss out on promotion for the third successive year in 
Division Three of the Worcestershire County League, 
Lewis was delighted with the end-of-season gathering 
at The Village. 

“The dinner at The Village was absolutely great,” 
he added. “The feedback that we have received has 
been really good. 

It was a great end to what has been a good season.” 



The MCC XI that played in the president’s game to mark the milestone 


New Zealander Jeremy Coney and Keith Culwick 


The first XI of Netherton Cricket Club, which was founded in 1866 
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Lifeline for 
Heathens in 
venue deal 

CRADLEY co-promoter Gary Patch- 
ett has revealed how their future was 
“touch and go” after striking a deal to 
ride at both Wolverhampton and Bir¬ 
mingham in 2017. 

The Heathens, who have been with¬ 
out a permanent home since the closure 
of their Dudley Wood base in 1995, will 
split their fixtures between Monmore 
Green and Perry Barr. 

The move comes after an increase in 
meetings for Wolverhampton caused a 
reduced number of dates to be available 
for the Heathens. Patchett admits there 
was a time when they feared they may 
be unable to come to the tapes in 2017. 

But he is delighted to have found 
a solution to remain in the National 
League. Patchett said: “It was touch and 
go at one point, but we’ve come up with 
a solution which suits everybody and 
we’re pleased to be able to continue rac¬ 
ing next year. 

“There were doubts after the AGM, 
and we’ve been waiting on things in the 
other leagues to develop to allow us to 
know where we stand. 

“We’ve got to thank Tony Mole for ac¬ 
commodating us at Birmingham again, 
because although it’s not been without 
its issues we’re grateful for their assis¬ 
tance. 

“The format of the Premiership has 
changed meaning Wolverhampton need 
more Mondays available for extra fix¬ 
tures. 

“That has impacted upon the number 
of dates available for us, and whilst there 
are some available dates in between the 
Wolves fixtures there weren’t enough to 
accommodate us full-time. 

“We’d also like to assure fans that this 
uncertainty hasn’t had an impact on 
team building, and our plans, whilst still 
dependent on the AGM, are already well 
under way.” 

Stokes overcomes 
Challenge to take 
his first pro title 

WEST Bromwich’s Tom Stokes picked 
up his first title as a professional after 
being crowned British Challenge mid¬ 
dleweight champion. 

Stokes was the clear winner of the 
eight-round contest at Birmingham’s 
Holiday Inn Queensway. 

Devon-based Spaniard Cristian 
Hoskin-Gomez had previously held the 
belt and kept on coming for the duration 
of the bout. But there was little on the 
cards for him at the final bell with ref¬ 
eree Shaun Messer, from Dudley, scoring 
Stokes an 80-73 advantage. 

The unbeaten Black Country fighter, 
21, moved to eight wins from eight pro 
contests, all coming over-the-distance. 

Wednesbury’s Sam Evans also fea¬ 
tured in a six-round welterweight and 
scored a whitewash points victory over 
Lithuanian Arvydas Trizno. 

Evans encountered little trouble im¬ 
proving his own paid ledger to seven suc¬ 
cesses from seven, 60-54 with Mr Messer. 
The 20-year-old sailed through under the 
guidance of boxing legend Ricky Hatton, 
who has coached and managed him since 
he turned pro 14 months ago. 


Heinz full of beans after breaking duck 


Wednesbury RUFC 33 Spartan 17 

WITH no league game, Wednesbury accepted a 
friendly against Spartans and the Staffordshire 
side travelled to Wednesbury not with their first 
team but a very strong squad all the same. 

From Wednesbury’s point of view this really 
was a game of two halves. In the first they were 
by far the better side. But the second half was a 
totally different story. 

The home side opened the scoring on 10 min¬ 
utes as Jordan All wood ran in the first of his three 
tries, Dan Till added the conversion. Within a few 
minutes Chris Lister finished off an excellent for- 


Rugby 


wards move picking up the ball and driving over 
the line, no conversion. 

Danny Heinz made some blistering runs driv¬ 
ing through the Spartans defence and from one, 
went over for his first try for the club, Till adding 
the conversion. A few minutes later Allwood fin¬ 
ished off another superb move to go over, with 
Till once again adding the extras. 

Within a couple of minutes Spartans were on 
the scoresheet, taking advantage of a slip in the 
Wednesbury defence to run in their first try, no 


conversion. Wednesbury started the second half 
as if the game was won and Spartans took full 
advantage, scoring a try after six minutes, no con¬ 
version. They kept the pressure on and added a 
third score, this time adding the extras. 

This finally kick started Wednesbury back into 
action, and within five minutes Allwood went 
over for his third try, Till adding the conversion. 
This weekend, Wednesbury return to league ac¬ 
tion entertaining Yardley and District ko 2-15. 

The 2nds beat Wolverhampton 24-21 to remain 
top of the Merit League. Tries came from Mike 
Howard and Chris Handley (2), with three con¬ 
versions and a penalty from Steve Worthy. 


BAGGIES BANK 
THE PLAUDITS 


Albion 3 Watford 1 

A WEEK which began with Tony 
Pulis being branded ‘deceit¬ 
ful’ and hit with a multi-million 
pound bill ended with Albion’s 
head coach having a kickabout 
with his grandchildren on The 
Hawthorns pitch. 

Laughing and joking, Pulis looked a 
man without a care in the world, his 
demeanour surely having much to do 
with that fact that, little more than an 
hour previously, his team had left the 
very same pitch to a standing ovation. 

Make no mistake, the good times are rolling 
at The Hawthorns. This victory put them, for 
24 hours at last, into sixth place in The Premier 
League. 

Promise 

A season which only a few short weeks ago 
bore the hallmarks of the familiar trudge to 40 
points suddenly feels alive with promise, writes 
Matt Wilson. 

Albion in Europe? Don’t go betting against it, 
at least not at the moment. This was the Baggies’ 
third win in four and the second straight occasion 
when home supporters have been treated to the 
kind of performance which may convince those 
who have stayed away, protesting at Pulis’ per¬ 
ceived anti-football, to reconsider their stance. 

And, while Albion were not at their very best, 
they were good enough in the moments that mat¬ 
tered to outlast a Watford team which arrived 
above them in the table but shorn of some key 
players and, it seemed, much luck. 

Two unlikely scorers, Jonny Evans and Chris 
Brunt, set the hosts on their way. 

And, although Christian Kabasele ensured a 
nervous final half-hour, Matt Phillips sealed the 
points with a stoppage time goal after Roberto 
Pereyra was shown a straight red card following 
an altercation with James McClean. 

• Albion landed a home tie in the FA Cup third 
round, they will entertain Championship outfit 
Derby County. 



Jonny Evans heads Albion into the lead with a close-range finish from a Chris Brunt corner 


Pulis not giving up on ‘£ 30171 ’ Berahino 


ALBION are refusing to give 
up on persuading Saido Bera¬ 
hino to sign a new contract as 
head coach Tony Pulis claims he 
could be a £30million striker. 

The 23-year-old is back in 
full-time training after return¬ 
ing from France where he was 
seeing a sports psychologist to 
clear his mind after ‘feeling de¬ 


pressed’. Berahino’s contract is 
up at the end of the season and 
it’s believed he intends to run it 
down and leave the Baggies in 
the summer. However, Albion’s 
hierarchy still want to keep him. 

“The true happy ending 
would be that he signed a new 
contract for us and we would 
get him to the level he was 


when I first came into the foot¬ 
ball club,” said Pulis. “We made 
the kid happy and he made us 
happy by scoring 20 goals a sea¬ 
son.” 

Pulis believes chairman John 
Williams is keen to get Berahino 
signed on. “If he comes back the 
way he was he will be like a new 
signing worth £30m,” he said. 


New deals 
planned for 
Albion duo 

ALBION are planning to offer new con¬ 
tracts to experienced midfield pair Chris 
Brunt and Darren Fletcher in the new 
year. 

Brunt’s existing deal is up in the sum¬ 
mer and Fletcher’s contract is expiring 
too, although the club do have a 12- 
month option on the captain’s current 
deal. However, the reliable 32-year-old 
skipper is expected to be offered a new 
and improved contract when talks begin 
after the busy festive period. 

Fletcher has started every league 
game since he joined Albion on a free 
transfer from Manchester United in 
February 2015. 

Although he began this season out of 
sorts by his own admission, he has since 
rediscovered his form and has proved 
himself as one of the club’s most reliable 
players. 

Last month Fletcher scored his first 
goal of the campaign in the 4-0 rout of 
Burnley. Now Albion are keen to tie the 
Scotland captain down to another deal. 

Hailing Fletcher’s impact, head coach 
Pulis said: “If you have a look at the top 
players we’ve got at this club and the 
way they look after themselves and pre¬ 
pare, not just for games but for training, 
is fantastic. 

“He is a great example to younger 
players on how you should lead your life, 
especially in a sporting way. 

“He is a fantastic role model and the 
young kids, if they’re going to look and 
take anything out of Darren, it’s the way 
he runs his life.” 

Brunt’s return from a long-term knee 
injury has been one of the catalysts for 
Albion’s recent run form. 

The 31-year-old Northern Irishman 
scored his first goal since May 2015 in 
the 3-1 win over Watford and also laid 
on an assist from a corner for Jonny Ev¬ 
ans’s header. 

Durrant the Master 
over best pal'Yozza' 

TIPTON’S Jamie Hughes was walloped 
by best friend Glen Durrant in the 
semi-finals of the BDO World Masters. 

The BDO No 1 whitewashed No 3 
Hughes 5-0 to end his hopes of a first 
Masters title. 

The Black Country thrower had de¬ 
feated John O’Shea to progress past 
his quarter-final 4-2 at the Lakeside at 
Frimley Green. 

Hughes had opened his challenge 
on Friday with a relatively routine 3-1 
victory over Gary Robson. ‘Yozza’ then 
engaged in a see-saw battle with Jim 
Williams on Saturday, getting past the 
Welshman by a 3-2 margin. 


★★★ 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT 
RECYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2015 was 71% 
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VSPECIAL OFFER SPECIAL OFFER 

* W* FOR THE LUXURY 

/ LESS ABLE MAKEOVER 
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Remove Exisiting Bath 
Replaster where needed 
Supply Walk in Cubicle 
Grab Rails, 
Shower Seat 
Thermostatcic Shower 
All fitted & Tiled 
All Rubbish removed 


ONLY £1895 

including VAT 


Remove Existing Bath 
Replaster where needed 
Supply & Fit Luxury 
Suite (inc. Vanity Unit) 
Wall Tiles to Ceiling 
(up to 8 sqm) 

All Rubbish Removed 


ONLY FROM £2995 

including VAT 




PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE 


West Midlands Ltd 

KITCHENS & BATHROOMS 


Fully Fitted Kitchens£4,995 

FREE DESIGN AND PLANNING 

Call Dan on : 0121 647 3585 n 

www.db-maintenance.co.uk 


























